
Ti,,.r.,\v.3J69

'i'aurus M,\ounitainis-cjuite near 'rarsus, have a certain amnount of grandeur,
which is very niuch enhianced 1 t the lîistorical interest connected ivith then ;

soit is ail tbrough this land; associations of the past surround every mountaîn,
river and plain witlî a halo of glory, but apart froin this they would be

considered comnionplace indeed.

Tuar PEOPiL, THIiRii LANGUAGES AND HABITS'rs0 LIFE.

The inhabitants of Turkey are principally Ottomans, Greeks, Armenians

and Arabs; but besides these there are found in srnaller nunibers Jewvs, Kurds,
Druzes, Zeibeks, I"ellaheen, Circassians, X'ouruks and Bosnians So nunierous

and diverse are these races that a better constituted governnient than that of

Turkey would finid it no easy task to keep theni ail within the lumit of the lawv.

The languages .ommnonly spoken throughout the empire are Turkish, Arabic,
Armenian and (Greek-. Turkish is the officiai language ; Arabic prevails in

Syria and the scaport towns; Armienian in Eastern Turkey and Greek in

Western Turkey. Iu Asia Minor alinost ail the people, of whatever nationality,

knowv Turkish. Evidentiy the Ottomnans had no 'vritten language up to the

titne they became a conquering peopleC, for to this day they use Arabic

characters in writing and priniting'l'urkisli; but Greeks and Aramenians use the

characters of their respective languages for this purpose. Turkisb bias a large

admixtures of Persian and Arabie; the bigher it is the more it contains of

the-e. It is a verv cuphionious language, the pronunciation of whicb can

easily acquired by a foreigner, wli.atever bis native tongue miay be. To beconie

famuliar witb tic construction, bowever, is a far more difficuit: task, as it is in

almost ail resp)ects tbe very opposite of the English. Arnienian is barsb and

by no inians attractive in sound,. but hein- sinîilar to Englisli in construction,
missionaries find it cornparativ( y easy to, master. Greek is largeiy spoken in

the tcrritory once knowvn as tbe Byzantine Empire. Lt differs widely in

pronunciation froni the Greek tauigbt in Colleges in America. T'le one is

about as far renioved froni tbe other as Italian is froni the Latin. In the

structure of wvords and sentences, bowever, the difference is not so marked.

For richness of vocabuiary and vigor of expression Arabic easily takes the

palm froni ail the languages of the East.

The commion estiniate of Uie Turks, tbat tbey are a bau'barous and

sanguinary people to whomn one cannot safely trust bis life, is incorrect. This

impression was given, doubtless, by tbe atrocious acts of the Jani7aries, wbose

history of crime and inhumnan cruelty is attributed to the nation as a whole.


