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Tug NovA SCOTIAN PHILATELIST.

SHALL WE BE COLLECTORS OR®ject and it was put in as a test of

PHILATELISTS.

It is by experiment that all know-
ledge is gained. Qur theories are
very good and often lead us to use
.ful experiments by which we leara
much ; but after all, it Is irom the ex-
iment, and pot from the theory, that
we learn. Most of us have heard of
the very learned diseussion which
took place among some wise mex! of
old, on the questiom of “Why it was
that a live fish placed in a tub of
water would occuppy no space, while
a dead fish placed in a tub would rupl
the water over.s The men rgew elo-
.yuent on both sides, until fixplly one
~uggested that they experiment with
o tub of water and the fish, when!
it was found that a fish.alive or dead
occupied the same amount of space.
e must see in our journals as to whe
ther philately is a science ornot, ‘Ex-
perience might lead us to better ccn-
clysion on the subject. Some contend
that it is only a pleasant way to pass
away spare tlfne, but as it atfords a
great. deal of pleasure to a great

many is should be encouraged. At
the other extreme are those who
cldim that vwe can learpsalmost any-
thing from oun stamps. perhaps a
little actual experience may help to
solve the question. In one of our
western clties where many of the
streets are paved with asphalt,among
the questions asked at the examimna-
tion in the High School was, *‘from
where does the asphaltum with which
our streets are paved come ?” The
scholars had not studied the the sub-

general informatioh, Most ot . the
pupils failed on it entirely, but on'e
answered it correctly, amd it was in-

teresting, a few days later, to hear

him tell of how he had gained his in-
formation on the subject. It was sub-’
stance this: At a meeting of the Phi-
latelic Society a short time before in
looking over the U. S. Stamps, it was
noted that only one naval officer—
Perry, had ever had the honor of be-
ing placed on owe of the stamps, ard
{hey studied the question of why he
was there. In doing so, they learmizd
a great deal about the battle of Lake
Erie, and the famous message which
Commodore Perry seut to Washington
at its close. They then followed his
chteer until they found him landipg
at Port Spain on the Island of Trink-
dad, one fo the West Indies, where he
was seized with the yellow fever and
died. This lead to the studying of
the island and that wonderiul lagke

.asphaltum. So from the study of this

stamp, this boy had learned much of
history and geograpiy, and had the
satisfaction of using it in a practical
way in improving his standinly in his
class. There are many other stamps
of our own and other coungries whiclh
would develope as interesting a line
of study. We may learn not only his-
tor and geography, but muel of art,
printing, engraviglg, and the differant
colors directly, and there is almost no
eud to the auxiliary studies. Some
one will suggest at this point that if
we take up almost any subject and,
follow it in this way it will furaish
much information, but it will: be by
study and we should use our stamps
as a reereation. Just here is where
the difference appears between bhelng
simply a collector or a true philatel-
ist, and each one must decide the
the question: whieh will you be?
—Era. H)




