
THiE TRUE KINIG IT.

I irling Ille' cloSing nIonItis off 1863. lie Pi1e-

.ti dj Uie 1rituial, anid. (, i tevnn off Febru-
j'y- 15tl, 1864. iat a meeting held in the rooin
f I 1obert, Allen Chaniffion, in the bouse, No.
;ýt F. gtl»eet. ne(.a the corner off Niath, ia the

iîs- off\siugo, affter obigating those

Sto secrecy. lie read the ritual which he

ad prepared, to Robert Allen Champion, jEd-

tard S. 1-imbali. David L. Burnett and W. H-.

ýuruîcit, and it wvas decided ta organise the Order

f Kiiighits off P3ythias. W thtlis understaldifg,

il t(liouiniit Nvas taken to Frlday evenirug,

'cbruaiy lOtl, 1864, at %whieli tine, the Arion

mte Club, off which they were niembers. %vas

Il -ive a, meeting for rehearsal. On that night,
ho meeting took place, in the iower rooms in

~emperaTice Hall on E Street, betweefl 9thi andkti ;l the City off WashinIgtonl, and the ffollow-
g. were prescrit. viz:
Justus H. PLathbone, Clark surgeon-General's
iffice: Joel R. Woodruff, Cierk la the Quarter-

iaster-Geaerftl's Office; Jos--ph T. X. Plant,

omniissioner off Deeds, v-elresentirlg several

tates; David L. and William Burnett, Clerks in

ý*aî Department: Robert A. Champion, Edward
*Kinibali and George R. Covert, Clerks in Sur-

eun-Generals Office; John S. Roberts, Clerk la

edicil Purveyor's Office; Aristides Roderique,
uspita1 Steward ia Surgeon-General's Office;

Driver, Clerk la tie War Departmeat;
atlte\\ R. Vaiiîder\7etr. Clerk in Surgeon-Gea-
ais Office. A. D. Vanuerveer, Clerk la Sur-

ii-Geneîial's Office. These gentlemen %1%ere

lîgated, on the small. Bible g"iven ta Brother
a'thboiie by bis mother and affterîwaxds, Ia 1886,
resented ta, and accepted by the Supreme

dge. The ritual %vas then read, and Wash-
gton Lodge No. 1, K,,nights off Pythias, duly
ganîsed.
It is l)roper at this point to say, that, off those
resent. Brother A. D. Vanderveer bas ever
nee been in continuous merabership la the
rder. To this may be added the important
ci. that Brother Vanderveer has been trusted
ith the coua-ting off the noney ia the United
tates Treasury, upon the change off every ad-
inistration, from that time ta the pre-sent.

Thos 'vas the Order started upon its mission,
t. owing to the dissensions la the badge,
tlîbone withdrew, on Pebruary 25th, 1864; hie

joined the Order April 3th, 1866, by affiliation
ith Franklin bodge 'No. 2, Washîingtonl badge
Yin,- gone out off existence, Franklin badge,
cefftuet, because its successor; and to-day is the

othieî off the Order.
Again. la June, 1669. lie wi.thdtrcw ffrein the
rdvr. renaining 'vithout its pale until 1874,
lien lie deposited bis Card la Maverick badge

lEast Boston. wvheî'e lie reinaiuîed about two
ais. when lie wvitlidrewv and affiliated -ç%itli'
al;inihi- Lodge. No. 11 of Washington. He
itiiîli-tw freni No. 11, and joined 'Mt. Vernion
drcé. aluto ao' Washington. Afterwartls liaving

oia resident of the Statc' off Maryland,
witlidi'ew ffron '-Nt. Ver~non Lodge and de-

!i*dls Card witlî Sicilian badge No. 97 at
at".Maryland, ta wvhicli badge he beoaged

Il)' tilTie off hi', deathL
Pi '(j, tii 1976. tliiPr hail bs-en a pps;-tcnt
ai, mnade by JToseph T. K. Plant, one off the

,rigîlnai mnibers off Washington No. 1, to be
.ne tif the founders of the' Order. At a meet-
nig off the Supreme Lodge, in 1876, the jubilee,
and centennial year off the Republie, Rathbone
«as readmitted to full membership in that body,
the faet, as to whoý w~as the Founder off th-e,
Order. fully investigetted, and upon the adop-
tion off the report presented by Past Supreme
Chancellor, Samuel Read, the question was for-
?ver set tled, and Rathboae "recognised as sole
F1 ounder off the Order of Knights off Pythies."
This report was based u-pon the document I hoid
in rny hand, which bears the original signatures
of the four members who wvere with the Foun-
der on the night whea he read the flrst Rituel,
and reads as ffollows:

District off Columbia,
WVashington Couaty, To-wit:

The undersigned, who were present at the
first reading of the Pirst, Second and TViird de-
grees off the Order off Knlghts of Pythias, which
took place in the house No. 369 P. Street, near
thie corner off NI:.th Street, in the City of 'Wash-
ington, D. C.. on Monday evening, the l5th off
February, 1864, do make this their voluntary
statement, to-wit: That Justus Henry Ratit-
lione, of the City off Washington and District off
C'olumnbia, is the sole and only originator and

oudroff the Order off Knights off Pythia.s;
that the '%vork wvas coniplete whea read to us as
above: that at the Comxmittee meetings, off whlehi
-we were niembers, nothing wç%as done except to
re-read the work as orlginally prepared by sald
J. H. Rathbone, and endorse It. No changes
were made. Mr. Joel R. Woodruff suggested an
addition to the Third, or Knight Degree, which
was accepted. The impression xvhlch prevails,
that Josephi T. 'X. Plant is the Founder, or as-
sistant PFounder off the Order, is taise In everY
particular; the anly connection hie had therewith
was voluntarily offering the use off bis parler
for the Çoînmittee to hold their -meetings there-
in. Wée ffurther certify that the Ritual n-as pre-
pared complete beffore J. T. K. Plant or Joci R.
Woodruff had any connection wlth the Order, or
were e% en spoken to in reference to joining
Washington Lodge No:. 1, K. P.

DJ. L. BURNETT,
W. H-. I3URNE'rT,
E. S. KIMBALL, Il. D.,
ROBERT A. CHAMPION'.

Subscribed and sw'orn te, before nme thls 6th
day of March, A. D., 1869.

T. DRURY,
Justice off tbe Pea*e.

The authenticity off the offlcer's cerhificate Is
attestod hy R. J. _Meigs, Clerk off the SuPremne
Court off the District off Columbia.

_4t thje meeting off the Supreme badge, held e.t
cleveland. Ohio, August. 1877, Rathbane 'Was
maide the "'Supreme Lecturer" off the Order.-

The testiniony off those living is to the efffeet
that at the time off the foundlig off the Order,
and the establishmTent off Wa.shington bodge,
it was; not intç.nted that thé membership off the
Order should be coinposed off other than Depart-


