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fare. As a recent writer hias expressed
it, the miotta of the vast majority of the
statesmen of the day is, 1'myseif,
party, country, iiyseif," of whlich the
important portion is the extrenies.
They perhaps spend tlieir political
existence iii fortifying the bulwarks of
their party ; but tlîey show ilo gener-
osity in thiis, for their hope is that they
wvill find behind thieni a place of shelter
in times of adversity. A nation's
represen tati ves may enigage theniselves
iii extencling its commercial relations,
iii inventing sciienies to increase
population ; tlîey miay busy theimelves
iii matters of finance or iii negotiating
treaties ; its law-givers may passess
the miental power oi an Aristotle ; yet
tlîey have been raising a structure on
a foundation of sanci, wvhicli will not
long wvitlîstand the desti uctive influ-
ence of timie, if ail lias not been laid
on a firai basis of miorality and religion.
Tlîat ancient: philosopher who wrote,

ai nc miglît as wcll attempt ta build a
castle in the air as ta foutîd a state
without, religion, " rccognized the prime
imîportance of the part wvhich the
superhuman miust play in order ta
ensure permancy and stabilitv ini ail
national undertalcit-gs. And what Wv1s
the religion af the ancienits but a miere
collection of nivths ? Nevertheless it
w~as wvlien this religiauis sentiment
actuated rulers iii ail tlîeir doiîîgs, and
was preserved artang the people in a
miore or less ancorrupted state, that a
lîighi standard of rnorality and respect
for autlîority wvere maintained and that
prosperity xvas enjoyed. VSTlen it wvas
abandoned or began ta decay, nationîal
grcatness alsc -1sappeared. If history
teaches any lesson, it is certaizîly that
of the absolute necessity of religion
ta the state as the only meaîîs of its
preservation.

But it lias heen said that if religion
lias lost much of its influence as a
fadtor iii civil affairs, the spirit of intol-
erance'and persecution wvhicl in former
centuries w~as so violent and whvli
ecclesiastical autliority is accused of
having, eiicauraged, lias entirely van-
ished. That intolerance is not sa openly

displayed and accompanied wvith such
phyical force as iii th6 past, canniot be
denied ; but it is certainly nione the
lcss active, effective and general. Iii
olclen times it wvas a starni at sea and
the danger wvas for the greater part
v'isible ; to-dlay intolerance travels i
undercurrents beneath the cali ancl
stili surface, but %voe ta the uzîsuspect-
-ing barkc tlîat falîs a victini ta its
devou ring waters. Anci yet the slogan
af the day iý:, 1' Liberty, Equality,
Fraternîity." Little more thaîî ýa
century lias passed by silice the sin
.smuiled on the flrst gloriuis fourtli of
J uly ; the smnoke of the cantioîi of
Bunker Hill has scarcely clearcd up;
the eclîoes of the patriotic perorations
ot the fatiiers of the Great .Republic
stili resounid iii our cars ; but it is only
recent lîistory that tells us iii mnourtiful
numbers of the refusaI of the demno-
cratic party, the guardians of tlîat
preciauis inheritanice of l iberty whvlîi
lias been hanided dowvn ta theni by
tlîeir forefatiiers, ta confer nom-iniation
ta thet presidental chair on one wvlose
only crinme wvas that hie bore relation-
slîip to a Catlîolic. Suchi is the taler-
ance of a nationî wvlose very orign wvas
based on the priîîciple of the fullest
nîciasuire of legitiniate liberty and wvhiclh
boasts of the equality tlîat is iîîdis-
crinîinately guaranteed ta ail its sub-
jects. If- in Englaîîd, Catlîolicity ex-
cludes from the throne, it sems to be
an unwritten, 1av iii the United States
that anc professing tlîe tenets of that
religion is ipsojacto rendered incapable
Of even being nonîinated ta the honor
of cliief executive officer. There is,
however, thîis extenuating fact iii favor
of the fornier country, tlîat there are
more positions of prominence held by
Catholics to-day under the Britishi
crowvn -than have beeîî granted ta tlîcir
co-religioîîists under the Stars and
Stripes since the formation of the
Uniion. Intolerance is yet prevalent
n Eîigland ; but we would siniply
lik-e ta preseîît the nîirror ta those
whîo love ta look across the watar in
scarcli of national defects and wvho
point with scorn, towards a prcople ta
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