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arrived and -were nioored near the
Dartmîouth. Thou gli it was Sunday,
a public meeting wvas bid, and reso-
lutions were aciopted to >the effect that
no tea shouild lie ianded, and that, if
necessary, Il tea shouid rnizgle wvitli
sait w.iter." The towvn committee
liad obtained a promise from the
owneî-s of the vesseis to return the
tea to Enlnbut tlie revenue laws
niade this impossible. Moreover,
Governor Hutchinson declarcd that no
ship) should depart without a direct
permnit fromi hmii. Thuis decided the
Bostoîîians. They gathered in the
''Old Soth i" and ''Faneuil Hll,"
two meeting houses which wvere the
cradles of liberty. The toivinsfolk
declared eniphaticaiiy that no tea
should be entered, and Rowe, Otis and
Adams deiivered determiined, but cool
and patriotic speeches on the qucstiod.

Hutchinson, secure in bis castie,
penned an officiai letter premptoriiy
demnanding that the meeting be
broken up, and firnily refusing to
allowv the tea ships to weigli anchor
until unioaded. As soon as this letter
wvas read, "a war wvhoop resounded,
and a band of forty or fifty mcen,
disguised as Indians, rushied by the
door, and hurried down towards the
harbor," at which place tlue scene of
the Boston Tea Party is laid.

The columuns of our newvspapers
fairiy teemi with accounts of society's
doings. Everytbing is describeci with
scrupulous exactniess and miinuteness.
But no social ev'ent w~as ever of such
monientous importance : no social
event wias ever held uîîder sucu cir-
cumstances. lnstead of the grand
apartments of bail roonis gaily be-
decked wvith flowers, we have the
broad, clark expanse of the Atlantic,
with the star-studded sky as a ceiling.
And describing this tea party iii the
language of society, we mniglit say
that the future Miss Columbia wvas
the organizer, the " 1Mohiawks " poured
the tea, andi the Boston harbor served
the ices. The number of chests
tiirown overboard %vas tlîrce hundred
and forty-twvo, and indeed it may be

said .tlîat tue "Boston harbor ran
black with, un«epected tea."

The colon ists conducted themseives
as law-abicling citizens, and ýail
historians unite iii sayingr, that beyond
the destruction of the tea, no other
damnage wvas donc. Thc1 e %vere no
riots, no lives lost, but everything
wvas êonductecl in a nîcst business-ikc
mianner. The Il Mioliawlvs,"«-and noble
rcd mcen thec, were, represented the
miost pronîinent and influentiai famnilies
of Boston and the surrouncling
villages. This fact alone wouid lue
suflicient to accounit for flue tranquility
that reignecl in the avenues and
streets of Boston before and after the
Tea Party. It -is a regrettable fact
that no record of flic n.îames of these
mcei bas been. fouind, but tbe taies told
by tue people of the Rce'olution, show
that tliey wvere of tue best blood in tue
colonies.

Messengers wvere imnîmediateiy dis-
patched to ail the sea-ports, bearingý1
the news. The effect %%,as nuagical;
the blow hiad been struck ; the deed
wvas donc; rejoicing was general ; andi
nuo one repented. As in the colonies,
the cffect wvas immediately felt iii
England. T.Ihe KCing, iniistry and
people wverc alike effected. Coercion
wvas to be tue mieasure adoptcd, and
the King in a message to Parliament,
accused the Arnîricans of trying to
destroy Engiisi commerce, and to
subvert Eîîgland's constitution. H c
wvas determined to maintain Parlia-
nîentary prerogatives, even at the risk
of iosing the colonies. Lord North
introduced the Boston Port Bill, and
thougli uncoiistituitional, it was passed
by the Coînmnons and Lords anîd
signed by tue King. Close upon this
statute, tue Regulatioîi Acts followved.
But despite thleir rigor and sev'erit\,
tbey wvere powverless to accoiplisu
the enîd contemplated by the niinistry.
For as the colonises had successfülly
resisted the Stanîp Act and flic 'a
Tax, they wvere not tlîe meni îow
passivciy to endure a mucli îiore
galiiig tyranny.

Urged on by these iawvs, a Coini-


