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GOOD ENGLINM SPELUING

(1o the Editur or the Glvbe.)

Sir,  In the cors oy luz recont adrgs
tu the Provincial Toachers’ Association
on ‘Some Educational Failacies,” Rev
Principal Grantdenounst with hiz azual
vigor the practis 0¥ ‘craming’ in scools.
A few minuts alterward, while ontlin
ing what in hiz opiuion wud bea good
publiic sec ! progrem, he insisted on
the necesity ov muking the pupils-pood
spelers © Dr.Grant was rigbtin biz de-

nunciation ov ‘craming;' but, in order!

tu free himseif from a charj ov luconsis-
ency, he wil hav tu giv a somewhat
unuzual detimition ov ‘good speling’
Vhatever he mpy hav Lient by the ex.
presion when he uzed it, it was certaniy
understood by sll hiz hearers tu mean
that in our scools every pupil shud ba
taut not merely \u spel words corecily
in the convertional way, but tu regard
the ability tu doso ag one ov the most
umportant ov educaticnal accomplish-
wents.  Iff this iz big view, then I bog
kv tu say that in myopinion beiz try.
ing tuperpetuate inourscoois the most
injurious aud least defensibl Lind ov
eraming that haz ever obtaind a footing
in our educational system; that be iz
not only huging hiz own fetr: but iz,
seaking turivet them onm every Buglish-
speaking individusl ov hisownand sub-
sequent generationz; st he iz trying
turender permansnton the shoulders
ov the children s bueden which thefa-
thers hav been unabl tu bear and that
he iz not merely procisiming himself a
fetich worshuper butizseeking i com-
pel everyoneels tu bowdown in the
same superstitious frame ov mind be-
fore the contemptibl idoi he adcras,
Ishal be glad tulern that the jerned
Principal ov Quesn,s Uriversity did not
mean il this when he msisgts on msking
all pupiis ‘good spelers.’ I shal be sl
more glad tu Lear thaé by ‘good’ epel-
ing be masne ratunal speling and he
ncz—8z every eduastod man noz —that
ourconventional speling iz extramely
irrational and caprishus. Bs noz
that much time and money 6r wasted
in the efort tu make ool pupils ex-
pert spelers with rery it tu shofor it

in the practis oy theiz after lives He)saskin

1oz that so oalld bad apeling, which iz

 really betr than: the so calld good spel
ing, iz the more pravalent ov the cwo in

spite ov the herculean and wastetul
drujery 1t entails on hoth teachers and
pupils. He noz that many otherwise
acomplisht candidates for teachers’cer-
tificates ar ‘plukt becais their ortho.
grafy iza litl eccentric. ile noz that
hundreds ov candidates ar rejectad ev-
ery year atihe Departmental and Uniy.
ersity e\uminations on acount ov mis.
speld words in their ritn papers. Hs
0o, that ther::not asing! English filo-
logical scolar ov any standing, in either
England or America. who iz not an er-
nest advocate ov spehng reform  Ha
! mo, that the proces ov rriorming the
I spehng ov the Germean language ianow
{ tn ful blast under both scolarly and ofi-
cisl auspices. Noing all these and many
other facts tu which f miglic call h zaf-
tention, iz Dr. Grant prepard tu msake
a dectded stand in tavor o, retawing
our prezent caprishus system.

If be iz not, then why in the nar. 5 oy
common sens doas he insist on se much
stres being laid upon ‘good speling;’—
It iz perfectly obvius that solong az su-
perstitious reverens for our prezent or-
thografy dominates the mind ov the
majority,any departure from it must ba
gener:lly regarded 8z & mark ov illiter-
acy. And yet nothing can be r ore un-
just or absurd. [ o.n spel azwel ar
most people: but if I choose tu spel
sthocgh’ "vithout the ‘ugh &/ good Eun-
glish writersdid haf s century age, and
az good English writers do tu ddy, I
wud endanger my reputation az an ed-
ueated man.  The same iz true or such
words ag ‘program.’ ‘catalog,’ ‘rims,’
‘¢traveler and & host ov others, many ov
which [2rm3 wud be condemd by nara-
minded U .veisity and Departmentsl
Examizners. I chslenjDr Grant arany
other person tu giv & singl good reasoy
for regarding » man'= made ov spaling

nglish words a2 & proper crite:ien oy
hi literary or profesaional atainments.
I bav seen reasons giva, but never gne
that wid etand a moment's investige-
tion,

I apeal tu hedz o¥ cclajes, like Dr.
.Grant and Dr. Wilson,mai whoaestand -
ing o5 noolars is uastiond in the
oommanity, nos merely tu refrain from
inyg 4@ perpatnate the ¥ a¥
ignorsnce, tu which I refsr, but tx




