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man was satisfied with the fact, altho’
he was not aware of the cause of it;
and when he was informed that one
of the principal agents was the phos-
phate of lime, he acknowledged the
advantages of science, and the assist-
ance that it would afford to the prac-
tical farmer ; but still it must be con-
fessed that too many prefer the dark-
ness of their own conceits to the light
of knowledge. In England and
throughout the United States Agricul-
tural Works and Periodicals meet with
cxtensive excouragement and support.
In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
the limited circulation of European,
American, or Domestic Agricultural
Works and Papers, is a sad evidence
against our intellectual improvement,
without which the cultivation of the
soil will be correspondingly deficient.
We do not claim originality in the va-
rious articles recommended to consi-
deration in this Periodical, but we, do
say that the valuable extracis from
Leibig on the philosophy of Agricul-
ture, as well as the practical observa-
tions taken from the British Husban-
dry, from which Jackson has copied
most copiously, are sufficicnt to cntitle
it to. the attention of our Farmers.
Societics may form and re-form—re-
solve and rc-resolve—clect officers,
and publish their elections and nomi-
nations ; but they will be vain shows,
and evanescent cfforts, without the
necessary aid of agricultural reading.
The cultivation of a soil destitute of
fertilizing salts is unprofitable labour,
unless it is supplied with them, and
the formation of Socictics, the an-
nouncement of office bearers and the
scale of premiums for the best cattle,
will be equally unavailing if (hc mind
is not cariched with the fertilizing
galts of science ; and we are inclined
to ventyre the opinion that Societies
would advance the object of Agricul-
ture, if, while they were appropriating
funds in the shape of premiums for
the best breeds of Catile, they would
at the same, time offer some premium
upon the best essay upon Manuyes, or
the soils of particular districts, or upon
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any interesting subject of Provincial
husbandry, which would act as a sti-
mulus to, or imply the necessity of,
reading agricultural works. It is en-
tirely erroneous to assert that as agri-
culture is altogether & matterof labour
and practice, that practice of itsell
will make the farmer perfect. Che-
mical analysis has detected the differ-
ent constituents of various plants, and
in this manner science has contributed
greatly to the improvement of praeti-
cal agriculture. Our farmers have
adopted a very wasteful practice with
their manures. Scicnce has discover-
cd that the gases or vapours which
escape during the processof putrefac-
tion are powerful agents in the eco-
nomy of vegetation, and experience
aided by this knowledge has ascer-
tained the importance of retaining
those gases, which is cffected by the
absorbent power of the carth when
employed as a covering over a fer‘;
menting compost, It would be super-
fluous to enlarge on the benefits which
science has conferred upon agricul- .f
ture, and it is sufficiently conclusive
of the importance of this sci¢nce tore-
fer to the splendid talemis which have
been devoted to the researches of it.
The difficulties which have embar-
rassed the mercantile interests of the
Provinces, and the wishful look which~
many now turn to the comfortable
houses and competences in the coun-
try, which they cxchanged for the
hopes and fears of commerce will
have a tendencey to elevate the charac-
ter of agricultural pursyits ; and asit is
universally acknowledged thatagricul-
ture is the basis of national prosperity,
it thus follows that it is worthy of eve-
ry public exertion, which is calculated
to cnsure and advance the success of
it. The diffusion of knowledge, or in
other words, useful education in all its
varied departments, has a legitimaic
claim upon Legislative protection,
which has been liberally extended
over collegiate establishments for the
resurrection and perpetuity of Dead
Languages. We are not opposed to
such establishments, although jn our «,



