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TOTEMISM is of gient value to the
nologist, and nowhere cun it be move
npletely observed, or'more easily studied
n ia the isolated Iadian villages of
itish Columbia and Alaska.
rely a system of rough ecrests and
nstrous heraldry, but is symbolical of a
suely veligious aud very definite social
titution. A totem,. crest, or as we sey
Kitumaut, makintough, consists of an
imate objeet, viz,— Raven, Frog, Bagle,
aver, Grizzly Bear, Black Bear, Brown
ar, Fin back Whale, Salmon, Crow and
ou. The iaborigines regarded with
nost saperstitious respect the totems of
eir clans, believing there existed between
| members of u tribe, and other tribes
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It is not-

Learing the sume totem, an intimate and
wather special conncetion,

Cre of iLe scelations existing botween a
nan and Lig totom s this, ke (‘u//‘. Eimsely
by its name. Lo if the totom is an cugle,
all the mambas of the sume totan we
cogles.

Again the natives ccmmonly believd
thomselves deseended  from their  totein,
and therefore Leing aliin to it treaded @ with
due deferatee.

Seding a scheol of fin-back whales on
one oceson, [eromackal ty) amvy,  »Is
their oil 120 goed, that you do not it or
shoot them?™  He replied, “Oh the fin-
back whale is brother to so and s,”
paming obe of Lis ndgllovie,  And
tl:ongh great schools of these biy whales
are in the Inlet ut all scasons of the year,
they come and go nuhaimed.  Then thore
are the ravens, those sauey black fellons
are with us all the ycar round, ou the
coldest duy w the winter, and the warm.
cst day in smumer, they ate to be seen
on the beacl, chatting over their tasty
morsels; and yet 1 have never seen one
shot or hurt in any way. Soa certnin
amount of respect is paid also by chiistian
Indians to their totems. The above ve.
murks however are not applicable to ali
totems or all totemic clans.

The relution existing between a man
and those of the same totewn is ulso that
of mutual Lelp and protection. 1f a man
respects and cares for the other membus
of his totem, hic expects they will do the
same for him,

Two months ago some of the Haidas of
the Eagle totem canie to Kitumaat to trade
for Oolachan oil. 'l‘hc) were conplete
strangers, and of utterly dissimilar lan-
guage, yet upon it briug ascertuiued that
they were Itagles, the houses of the Ia-
gles were immediately opened to them, and
from them the strangers received ente:.
tainment and help.



