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jeet-—espevially  in recent  sessjons  of
that body —cvineed its solivitude by re-
vising the conrses of «(udy, and by wmore
determinedly insisting that the period of
the candidate’s university of theological
training shall be more extended  than
was formerly requiired.

"he more serious dilionly in the mat
ter of a suitable supply of well trained
ministers lies in anether direction, viz.,
in the eandidates or probationers them-
selves, in an inaptitide for study -an in
disposition to bind themselves down to a
rigid and hionest course of selfalrill, by
which alone stidents ave made,  This
sel-mastery is made easier by a vight
use of the advapntages which o college
course affords.  But the history of {he
pergonnel of the Methodict ministry af-

the part of some to presuine to some oxe
tent upon the kuowledge they have of
the ministerinl brethren, that they are
kindly and sympathetic, nnd are nowill-
ing to gee a young man scrlously embar-
rassed and kept back in his probiation
beeattse he has not obtalned  enflicient
marks (0 reckoned with the snme severe
faithfulness which is employed in unie
versity examinations) to admit of his be-
tne eredited avith the year on his pro-
Pation, whirh lie has actunlly spent in
the pastoral work, Is it not due to the
churel that those who are entrusted
with this duty of seelng that men who
are being prepared by n course of dis-
Jdpline and tealning and study to be-
vome offective when they shall in fu-
ture senars ministers at her altars, shall
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fords numerous instances of men who
under every disadvantage have “inter-
meddled with all wisdom,” have made
themselves great, and have left the im
pross of their greatness upon their own
and  sueeceding  generations,  Greater
than he that taketh a eity, is he who
raloth his own spivit  Happy the young
man who for the sake of the thrice haly
ecnuse he has espoused, in the spirit of
unflinehing  self<deninl,  and  in o exe
emplification of a sublime and unfalter-
ing purpose, brings into subjection to
his own will all his powers of intellect
and lieart; but unfortunate to the last
degree it ig, if an aspirant to the ranks
of the ministry does not learn in hix
course of prepuration for his life work,
to distinguish between n desultory and
undiseriminating mode of study—which
Is not study at all and that stern and
doggedly  severe application by which
only the mastery of any given subject
can  be attained.  Lvery  examiner
knows what a lack of earnest applica-
tion in the way of study of the Looks
of the probationer’s course is hetrayed
in much of the written answers which
the examiners reeeive from year to year,

Tt is possible that probationers some-
times allow themselves to think that if
they are not well un in the books of
their course they wili somehow be per-
mitted to pass muster, and that they
will not be held too firmly to the re-

quirements of the dixcipline, Of course
candidates and probationers are not told
this, but there may be a tendency on
be scrupulously nnd relentlessly faithful
in their fulfibuent of that trust? Is it
not due to the church that eandidates
amd probationers shall be given to un-
derstand that here they must expeet uo
merey, anl that unless they are studeats,
and prove that they are such by their
clear and discriminnting answers to the
questions submitted to then: upon the
hooks of their course from year to year,
they nmmst cither be delayed in folfilling
the term of probation nntil the necessary
improvement is made, or they must he
dropped, anmd as Mr, Wesley puts it,
“roturn to their former  emplogment,'
‘I'he time hag come when he who believes
hinselt ealled of God to the work of
the ministry must prove to the church
his qualifications for that work by mak-
ing himself intellicent upon the whole
range of subjects assigned for his mas-
tery of them, by the law of the church
in his case,  Not only should this he true
in 1espect of the prescribed course ot
study upon which written examinations
which are required, but also in respect
af the oral  theological  examinations
which are held in the District Mectings
from year to year. The probationer
comes up to this examinution knowing
that it takes place annually; he knows
the subjects on which he is to be ex-
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umined, they are not wido in their range,
they are cxplicitly czumerated in the
discipline; he has constant access to the
atnndards of our church where these
doctriues are fully defined and discuas-
ed; s it not disappointing if under thexe
clrcumstnnees the probationer is unable
to present to the mecting clear state
ments in his own langunge of these
doeteines which are supposcd to be the
burden of his .eaching in all his puinit
ministrations te his people, and by shar
affectionate enforcoment is expected to
bring the sinuner to repentance and sal
vation, and to bulld up believers in ibe
faith of the Gospel? It is not unrcasors
able that the scnlor ministers shoual
teel deep sorrow when young men dise
play. unfamilineity ot this puint of tharr
progress, It s right too that those who
nre responsible for recommending peobae
tioners to the Confercence for continuntice
on trinl should expect those protativn~rs
to be ready with those scripture texts
by which these doctrines nre taught and
proven, It has often seemed to us that
the usunl methiod of conducting these
district examinations might be improv-
ed upon. Ahis Important part of the
ministerinl  Lusness  of the District
Mecting should be conducted in a way
to mnke it to be characterized as far
ns possible by the dignity and serious-
ness which befits n matter  of  such
solemn moment. Too often, swe must
coufesy, we have scen it otherwise, Not
that there hias been any thought of being
other than serious or proper; but ques
tions are sometimes interjected by min-
intere other than the one who is con-
ducting  the examination, which has
quite diverted the course of the cxam-
fnation from being such, until it hng be-
ecome f general puinisterinl  discussion,
which, though quite proper in the meet-
ing of a ministerinl associntion, involves
an expenditure of thre that at  Inst
makes it necessary that the examination
shall be brought to a speedy termina-
tion. 'This mny be n relief to the some-
times rather hard pressed probationer,
but fails nevertheless to accomplizh the
purpose of the examination, I wonld
say, let the chairman or some senior
minister at his request conduct the ex-
amination withont a word being spoken
by any one but himseclf and those being
examined. When the examination shall
have heen thus coneluded, let any of the
ministers who may desire to do so have
the privilege of still further satisfying
himselt nx to the familiarity of the pro-
bationers with the doctrines indicated in
the discipline. T understand that this
method obtaing In the British Confer-
ence.  Such examinations properly con-
ducted must have n good effect upon the
mind of the per.ons examined, and
Jend to the oceasion the seriousness and
dignity which onght to mark it.

P. 8 This paragraph is not meant
for those to whom it does not apply.

Ministers must be students, students
of the word, constant students, rooted
and grounded in the faith, prepared al-
ways to contend carnestly for the trith
once delivered to the saints. Modern
tenching of an orroncous kind is all
around ug, Tt is presented in  most
specions forms, calculated to deceive if
possible the very elect. It is possible
that these errors may invade the very
pulpits of our Methodism unless our
ministry is composed of men who with
stored minds and well disciplined intel-
leets are thus made proof against the
insidious nand seductive Influences of un-
sound teaching, T close by quotiag again
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