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Peter’s Confession and Christs Rebuke

[July %

Lesson IV.

13 11When Je'sus came into the 2consts of Caesare’a
Phil'ippi, he asked his direiples, saying, 3 Whowm do
men say that 4 I the Son of man am ¢

14 Aud they said, Some say s that thow arl John the
Bap'tist : some, ¢ Ell'ns; and others, 7Jeremi’ns, or
one of the prophets,

. 13 I%e saith unto them, But 3whom say ye that
am

16 And Si'mon Pe'ter answered and said, Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.

17 And Je sus answered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, 3i'mon Bar-jo'na : for flesh and Ulood hath
}mt re;ealed 22 unto thee, but my Father which is in

ienven.

18 And I ssay slso unto thee, that thou art Pe/ter,
ard upon thisrock I will build my church; and the
gates of 2hell shall not prevail againsy it. »

19 10 Aund I will give unto thee the keys of the king-
dom of henven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind oun
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in haaven,

20 Then eharged he 1this disciples that they should

Revised Version—: Now when; 2 Paris; 3 Who;
¢Elijah; 7Jeremiah ; %Also say; o Hades; 10 Omit and
have mercy on thee; 15 Never; 16 A stumbling block ;
22Would ; 2 Margin soul ; 218hall ; 23Shall & man be; 24

Ww EXPLANATION
Connection—From the horders of Tyre

and Sidon, Jesus went to the further side of
the Lake, and then northwarck. This epoch-
making conversation tookplace on the way.

13, 14. Coasts; neighborhood. Ceesarca

Philippi; capital of the dominions of Philip
the Tetrarch, beautifu ly situated on the
southern slope of snow-uvapped Mount Her-
mon. Jesus wished to be alone with His
disciples. Whomdomensay? He desired
now to make His disciples J‘)erfectly clear as
to whoand what Hewas. TheSoncfman;
a title frequently applied to Himself by
Clirist, but never by the apostles. Some
say. The common expectation was that
one of the prophets would come before and
announce the Messian.

15,16. Whom say yeP Jesusexpectsa
clearer knowledge in the disciples. Simon
Peter; the spokesman, as always, for the
Twelve. Thou art the Christ; the expected
Messiah. *¢ Christ” is Greek, and *“ Messiah”
Hebrew, for ¢ Anointed.” Prophets, priests
and kings were 3et apart by anointing, This
was the firgt public confession of the Christ-
hood of Jesus by the disciples as a whole,
The Son of the living God; ana therefore
Himself the God and giver of life.

17-19. Bar-jona; the son of Jonah.
Flesh and blood; human knowledge. But
my Father; whom Christ came to reveal,
and who, in turn, alone can reveal Christ
truly to men. ThouartPeter. The Church
of Rome, from this verse, claims that Peter
stood for Christ on earth, and that the Pope
is His successor. The true view seems to be
as follows: **Peter” mesns ¢ rock-man.”
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Matt. 10: 13-26. Commit to memory vs. 24-26. Read Mark 7: 31 t0 8: 80.
tell no man that he was 12 J¢'sus the Christ.

unto hig disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusa.
lem, and suffer many things of the elilers aud chisf
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again
the third day.

him, saying, 4 Be it far from thee, Lord: thi
1510t by wito thee, ’ 's shaf

behind me, Satan: thou art 16an offience untoms:
for thou 11savourest not the things 1sthat be of GoJ
but 19 those that be of men. !

20will come after me, let him deny himself, and tay
up his cross, and follow me.

it: and whosoever 22 will lose his 2tlife for my sk,
shall find it, sk

whale world, anad 2 lose his own soul? or what shall
& man give in exchange for his 25 soul ?

21 From thet time 23forth Legan Je'sus to shoy

22 Then Pe'ter took him, and began to rebuke

23 But he turuned, and seid unto Pe’ter, Get thee

24 Then said Je'sus unto his disciples, If any mpy
25 For whosoever 20will save his 2t life shall lpa

26 Tor what 23 is o man profited, if he shall gain the

4 Margin, 1 the Son of man am? 6 On.i that thouar:
3 1 The; 120mit Jesus: 13 Omit forth ; 34 Margin, God
17 Mindest: 18 Omil that be; 19the things of men.
Forfeits his life, Margin, soul; 25Life, Muargin, soul,

Peter as confessing that Jesus is the Chrid, §
Peter stood for the Twelve. Christ Himself
was “the chicf corner stone’’ ; the apostles
were foundation stones. (Eph. 2: 207 Rev.
21:14.) My church; no human organiz.
tion, but the great spiritual temple, madeup
of believers. (1 Pet.2:4,5.) Gatesofhell;
i.e., Hades (Rev. Ver.), the kingdom of death.
‘“Gates ’’ i3 an Oriental expression for cou,
throne, power. The Church isindestructible,
‘Will give unto thee; as the first among
and the representative of the Twelve. The
others were included in Matt. 18: 18; John
20:23. XKeoys of the kingdom. Peterand
the apostles were to o[?én the truths of the
kingiom of heaver. Bind: loose; forbid,
allow ; asif Christ spoke through them.
20, 21. Began Jesus to show; Christs
first plain announcement of His death.
22, 28. Peter . . . began torebukiehim,
Poor, impetuous Peter, the unexpected
announcement of v. 21 had upset him. I
was the devil’s chance to tempt, and hetook
full advantage of it. Get thee beiind ms,
Satan., Peter, and Satan in him, were re
peating the temptation of Matt. 4: 8, &
ence the vehemence of Jesus’ words.
24-26. Take up his cross. Discipleshi
calls for self-denial, even to the extent o}
following Jesus to the dcuth, BavehisLifs
.+ - loseit . , . lose hislife ... fndik
¢ He that firdeth the life of external comion
and pleasure, shall lose the eternal life off
?intua} joy?’? (Carob. Bible); and vizraa
ose his own soul ; his “‘life”’ (Rev. Ver}
i.e., life in its highest phase. The man wh)
sells himself at however great a price, 1%
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(John 1: 42) Upon this rock, i.e, on

been tricked into a foolish bargain.
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