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MISS PRESTON, JAPAN.

SBOUT seven years age Miss Emeline Augusta
Preston, tho subject of this sketch, offered biersolf
te the Wonman's Mi8sienary Society for M ission
work, and wvas accepted. Silice that tirne wve

have ail become mure or less intimately acqtîainted
with bier, through ber letters, which ha-ve appeared,
from turne te time, ini the leafiet and other publicatienc.

As I arn writing of a yeuflg lady I do net feel at
liberty to begin in the good orthedox fashion, of stating
the day anci year of ber birtb, but bore niy disability
ceases. lier father and mot' lir I know, and I eau aven
go fartber back and say that I have met lier grand-
niother, a dear old lrdy in lier eighty-niuth year, Whbo,
thougb very frai], bas ail the spirit and indepeudence
of youth. Frein ber, 1f tbink, Miss Pres3toý- mnust bave
inherited soma of the sturdy self-reliauco which makes
her se quick te plan, and se prompt te exceuto. Dur-
ing her furlougli I visited ber> at lier father's home, ai)d
sawv hew great a sacrifice, te both parents and chuld,
was involved, in this missienary enterprise. There
wero times when it seemed te the loving daugliter that
she could hàrdly leave ber boule %igain, and ber Semae-
what fdîli*ig parents, even te returu te ber loved work
on the foreàigu field. But the decision iras net left
with her. With rare unselfishness, both father and
niother speeded ber on bier way, for, as the mother said
iu my bearing, "Shea bas speut five years iu Japan, and
bas acquirad the langnage, 8sue bas therefore a groater
chiance of usefulness than ever before. Any ene eau
attéitd Wco~r needs, but every eue caunot do bier work
in Jgpan.» But wbile she spoke tears were iu lier oyes,
and thero iras a break in bier voico as she added, "But
-%ve miss ber more and more as the time ges on."

When we tbink of our missionaries, and pray for
t'hem, lot us net -rgtet that ail the heroos are net on
the foreign field. Mauy a lonely fireside may testify
te the noble self-sacrifice of those wlio have giron their
dearest te the Lord'% work. God bss the fathors aud
mothers of our missienaries, and in the timo of ingath-
eriug grant them a share in the reward.

Mise Prestou's father is in tire Metbodist miuistry,
and the daugbter of wbom I aîn writing, was hemu dur-
ing bis pastorate in Toront Lewesi, circuit, irbicli I may
say in passing, at that tirii embraced Ricimaud, Blm
aud Queeu St. ehurche-s. She was cenvertod at the
early agoe of eigbt years, aud joined the church soon
ofter. Frein the first she began te engrage in what we
iit eaul more distinctivély Chri'tian work, hold:ng

little meetings amngst uther childien, cullectimg fur
muionaries, and anything else that lier bands fouud te
do, 4ês alie grew up she began te prepare herseif for

teac.hing, coxnpIetimg lier studios in the oity of Brant-
ford. Aftersecuringy lier cortificate, s le wvas ongageadas
teacher in P. rural district sehool. Thore agtain glhe
fouud a door open fer work. There was ne Sunday
scileol, in the neighborhood, and she fell into the prao-
tice of deveting lier Sunday afterneons to the ohildren
in the bouse wvhero Mlle boarded. Seen others began
to jein theni, and before long tho inedest littla clasa
begtan te assume the proportions of a scoul, and they
wrere obliged to remove te thre ohtirch, wlîe ever since
thutre bas been a fleurishiung Echool.

Shiortly after this Miss Pteston heard, and wvas deep.
ly rneved by an address givon by Nlrs. Mesmone, provi-
eus te hier departure for India. While she wvas stili,
under its influence, an earnest appeal wvas made fer
werkers for Japan. After giving the matter every
censideratien, she wrotc te lier parents asking, permis-
sion te offer herseif fer the worlz, which wvas immiedi-
atoly gyranted. lier offer i'as accepied by th -Society,
and she begéan te prepare fer lier doparture. In the
circîîmstancos of lier yoing there -vas niuch te try ber
faith in bier cali te the workc. A much. loved sister,
wbe had lrngt been, an in valid, began te show symptoms
of more ý.jute suffering, and an illness wbich, it was
suppesed, would prove betb lingoîing? and painful
began to develop itself. Many friends tried te discour-
age bier in bier intention, but she dia net waver. At
that timo thero wvas anethor unniarried sister in tbe
borne, and she did net feel herseif necessary te itsa
confort. And se she wvent forth te ber new field of'
labor, leaving behina hier tbe dear loved faces, ene of
wboin she should neyer see again until this moitai. shall
put on immortality.

It cests sonietbing te be. a missionary of the cross.
No wondor the seed bearer "1goeth forth" sornetimes,;
c'and weepetb, bearing precieus seed."

0f Miss Presten's work in Japan our letters and
reports keep us well inforrned. Sbe andber co-worke-r,
Miss Cartmell, taking charge of scbool work and evan-
gelistic work in tho city of Kofu. They are the only.
"'foroigners" in a city of eome thousanda, îrnd coube-
quenrly are objects of sorne curiosity. There are at
present seine thirty-eigbt pupils in tbe, scbool. Many
of these grirls are auxieus for CJhristian baptisin, but in

ia-ny cases their parents interfere te prevent thora
taking such a stop. However a large proportion of
them are Christians in ail but mnie, and a rapid grewth
in Christian expeience is noticeable in mauy cases.

Our report gives ns soee idtea of their work, if ond
eau nsure Christian work by figures. It tolls of oe
hundred ana seventy.eigbht meetings held duriug the
year, of six Sunday schools establisbed, of oe thous.-nd
tbree bundred and sevent.y seven visits paid, eof a é
baptisms, and xnany applications for baptisin, an&. al
this werk planned and carried through by two Canadlian
ladies aud two native women. XVe can judge of tbeir*
labors by tbese statisties, but God ouly knows of the
resuits of these labors.

I may close with Mîiss Prestou's own 8umnning up of
the year's work, as found in the report.

",Altogrether this lbas heeu a ploisant, bappy year iu
thn work; tbruugh ail the change- Co- lias giiided and
provided a wvay, and wo wvould utter the "znemory of
Bis great geodness." A. L. .R-t


