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in the Ordinul of the Book of Common I'rayer;
and, 2. Whether it might not be expedient to re-

vive the ancient order of ‘readers,’ as was design- ' can Lo traced back to the third century, or oven.

{’tions, to tho expodiency of reviving tho aveient
Wo find that this offico, wlnch

! order of readers.

” Archdencon Dickenstamic then read tho next
| paragraph:—
“ Tho cmigration from this conntry at onotimo

cd by Archbishop Parker imnzedintely after the! to an carlier period, was partially restored, at during the last few years was averaging nearly

Reformation,—beg to report as follows :—

“I, In considering the question submitted to
ug, we have nssumed—

o],
:liﬁonn?
adapted to the prescut circumstances of our
country.

; least in name, for a short time, fmmediately after
, the Reformation. ~The purpose of its restoration
" twas to sccuro parishes from Leing entirely desti-

1 of learning, for admission into holy orders.  That
, want, indeed, no longer exists. DBut a class of

- 1000 persons o day. It must be remembered, (9o,
- that our emigrants arc for the most part in hum-
| blo circumstsnces, and that thoy are, thercfore,

That thero is an urgent necessity for ad-,' tuto of all religious teaching, there being n want | least able or willing to make an etfort to supply
agencics within the Church of Lngland, 'at that timo of persons duly qualified, in respect, themselves with spiritual ordinances.

Our colo-
nial posscssions cover about ous seventh part of
tho cartl’s surface; and they comprehend a pop-

I

¢¢(2.) That there arc many persons, iu different” persons is now needed to assist incumbents of po- ! wlation of moro than 3,000,000 of colonists, and
stations of life, who would rejoico to bo employed ' pulous and scattered parishes in house-to-louse i nearly 200,000,000 of heathens and Mahometans,
in tho work of the Church under some definite aud ! visitation, in catechism, and in performing such |1 All theso have a national claim upon us fora par-

authoritative commission, but who are precluded
by various eauses from becoming candidates for
holy orders.

h

" religious services as may be assigned to them by
competent ecclesiasticnl authority.
s VIl Various terms hiave been suggested as

1must be added the untold millions, beyond our
{limits, still lying in darkness. While we desire

l, ticipation in our spiritual privileges, and to them
!

¢IL. With these facts beforcus, we havefirst of ' jndicativo of the nature of the offico which the , to express our thank{uluess to Almighty God for
all turned our attention to that part of our in- present necessities of the Church require, But, | what has already been dono through the agency

structions which directs us to consider tho best
means of prototing tho efliciency of the Diaconate
with a special regard to its distinctive and subor-
dinate character.

¢ IIL. The distinction between the sccond and
third order of the Clristian ministry is clearly
defined in our Ordinal.  The distinction Las, how
ever, beon very much lost sight of, partly in con.
sequence of the Diaconate beingconsidercd merely
88 & stepping-stono to the priesthood, and partly
in consequence of the Deacon haviog not unfre-
quently been placed in the sole charge of a parish,
We thiok that the difference between tho deacon
and the priest would be marked more distinetly, it
the deacons wero encouraged to continue in that
order, whencver practicable, for & longer period
than is now usual before they are advanced to the
priesthnood ; and that it would contribute greatly
to the efficiency of their future ministry, if they
could be placed under the direction of experienced
incumbents during their diaconate.

+1V. We have next considered whether this

third and lowest order of our Churchis capable of "

any ex{ension, 80 as to admit the persons already
allud- * to, who msy be supposed capable of ren-
dering efficient service under regularappointment,
But we regret to say that we find serious obstacles
in the way of such extension, and for the follow-
ing reasons:—

¢ (¢) The indelible character of the diaconate,
constitutes one great difficulty : inasmuch as the
Church might on this account often lose the help
of those who could give the service of atime, but
not the service of a life, to this especial part of
her work,

4 (b) The amount of literary qualification, as
reguired by the Ordinal and the canon, presents
another difficulty. The persons whose scrvices
are sought could not for tho most part be admit.
ted, unless the strictness of the examination be

relaxed. And, inasmuch as it wou'd be practical- :

1y impussible to have different degrees of qualifi-
cation for the same order, there is too much
reason to fear that the whole standard of qualifi-
cation for admission into tho Christian ministry
might ultimatety be lowered.

“(c) Other impediments present themselves
from the provisions of statute law which affect
persons in deacony’ orders. *

“V. From theso and other considerations we
are of opinion, that, whatever increase mnay take
place in the number of persons admitted to the
Diaconate, a new agency is also required, which
may be supplemental to it, and disturb aslitticas
possible our present ccclesiastical system.

¢ VI. Our attention hias therefore been directed
in the next place, and according to our instruc-

* Por example, clergymenin Loly orders are exempt from
serving op jurics 18 deo 1V, ¢ $03.2). Theyare also pre-
cluded from sitting in Parlisment(Stephens’ Commentaries,
ro;bi)l.z. 391,) or from engsging in trade (1 aud 2 Vic., ¢.106
8.29,) &ke.

1 whatever naine wmay be assigned to the office, wo
"think that its duties should be so adjusted that it
may includo persons of all ranks nnd classes of
society : the time of somo being given wholly to
the work : of others, only inpart; some receiving
stipends, sud others rendering gratuitous services,
! that those admitted to it should be subject to cc-
clesinstical jurisdiction, receiving their commis-
sion on the nominations of the incumbent from the
bishop of the diccese, after due examination as to
their moral character, their religious knowledge,
and their efficiency, with the solemnity of a public
sorvice in the church, and by aninstrument under
tho episcopal hand andseal ; and that they should
be in all respects under the control and direction
of the incumbent in whose parish they are em-
ployed. Wo further think that they should be at
liberty at any time whatever to resign the com-
mission so received from the bishop, and that the
bishop, on the other hand, should have the autho-
rity to revoke such commission on the ground of
erroncous teaching or immoral conduct.

#VIII. We make this recommendation with o
" full conviction of the pressing wants of the church
[ of Englaad, and of the ncedof a greatly multiplied

agenoy to enablo her to fulfil the purposes of her

high and bholy calling. Nor would we conclude
without the earnest prayer that, whether by these
or by some other means, an ¢effoctual door’ may
"be opened for tho piety and zeal of those who seek
by a definite mission from the Church, and in
hearty communion with her, to promote the tem-
poral and spiritual welfare of their fellow crea-
tures.

« (Signed) Epwarp Brcgrrstery, Chairman.”

The report was ordered to be received.

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS,

Archdeacon BroRRRSTETIH, in moving that the
p House resume the considerstion of *“the Report
1 of the Commutteo of the Lower House of Convu-
1 cation on Home and Foreign Missions,” said he
thought the wost convenient course would be to
proceed paragraph by paragraph. o then read
‘2he first paragraph of the second portion of the re-
. port, headed **Foreign Missions,” as follows:—
i ¢ Upon the subject of Forcign Missions we feel
;I that the prominent position which Eogland holds
among tho nations-~her vast resources and widely
{ extended commerce—ber long cujoyment of tem-
i poral blessings—and, abose all, her possession,
{ through the Divino mercy, of the Gospel inits pu-
rity, are privileges which carry with them the
gravest responsibility.  T'ossessing as we humbly
{ trust wo do, the blessing of evangelical truth and
1apostolical order, and ample weans for the fulfil-
)i ment of the command, * Goyeintotho world,’ &c,
jwe are solemaly accountable for the recommend-

ing of that blessing throughout Christendom, and
|| for the extending of it throughout the world.”

Tbe paragraph was agreed to, with some verbal
amendments.

“ of various socictics, in the sending forth of devo-
ted men into these wide fields of labour, and of
i fate years inthe rapid develupment of the colonial
| episcopate, and the conseyuent rapid increase,
both in number and efficiency, of our missionary
clergy, wo feel how very far our cfforts full short
of our epportunitics, aud how very smail a num-
ber comparatively of the professing Christians of
this land are taking any part in the fulfilment of
their Lord’s command.”

Somoe verbal amendtments having been agreed to,

Archdeacon Grant observed that the statement
in tho paragraph with respect to the amount of
population was not exactly correct, and proposed
| to insert, after *‘our colonial possessions,” the
words * and foreign possessions.”

The amendment was adopted.
| Canon Wornswortit proposed to introduce into
the recommendation of the committeo a paragraph
to the following cffect :—

¢ That wtile we liail with great satisfaction the
recent Act of the Legislature, which has placed
the vast territory of India under the direct sove-

treign(y of the British Crown, we desirc to express
our carnest prayer that this legislative measure
1mny tend to the diffusion of the Gospel among the
niillions of the East, and the advancement of the
l kingdom of Christ.”
Canon Woonaare said the report wasdrawn up
l| beforo tho occurrence of the eveuts to which Ca-
non Wordsworth, had alluded, aud he thought it
would be better to allow the paragraph to stand
i without the proposed addition.

Archdeacon Dexisox proposed that the para-
graph should terminate with the word * opportu-
anities.”

Canon SeLwyy suggested that the latter part of
the paragraph should stand thus:—¢ We fecl how
very far our cfforts fall short of our opportunities
1 of fulfithng our Lord’s command.”

w Tbhe DProlocutor put Archdeacon Denison’s
wamendinent, which was negatived, and tha para-
fgraph was agreed to, with sume verbal alterations.

i Canon WompswonTtit proposed to introduce a
paragraph acknowledging God’s blessing upon
|our arms in India, and declaring that the putting
|| down of the rebellion, and the transfor of the so-
i} vereignty of that country to the Queen, imposed
l‘ upon us the duty of making further missionary
Y efforts in that part of the world, and usine our
llconquests not for the extension of our secular
il power, but for the higher and more holy ends of
l[ advancing God’s kingdom, and the promotion of
{| Christinn tiuth,
[l
|
I

Archdeacon Bicrenstets heartily acquicsced
in the suggestion, and the paragraph was incer-
ted. The following paragraphs were agreed to
after some discussion on verbal alterations, some
of which were inserted :—

«Wo have had occasion already to sllude to
the value of the parochial system ; and it is to this



