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NOTES. 0F THE COUNCIL.
Ail members of the Nationat Council wili deepi «y re-

gret th e bicycle accident wbich disabied their ever-
earnest aecrelary, Mrs. Willoughiby Cummings. On
lier way ta attend a meeting lier wheel gat someliow
caught in the rails as she was crossing the track ini front
of a wagon. She was thrawn ta the ground with
aiuch violence, andi but narrowly escaped being tram-
pted on by tlie horses in the wagon. Mercifuily,
however, the driver was alert, and was able ta pull up
in tume ta save Mrs. Cumnmings fromr being run aver.
Even as it was, she was sa mucli bruised and sliaken by
tlie fati and lier left ain was sa mucli buirt, that she liad
ta resign berself ta lier physician's care, and was laid
u p for several days. Her presence wras mucli missed
atf the Toronto meeting of the Local Couneit an Sep-
tember 9 tb, but ber feitow-members could oniy feel
thankful at the tbougbt of bow mnercifully lier lufe had
been preserved for future usefulness.

Mrs. Dickson and ber calleagues are mucb ta bie
congratuilai et at the succesa of the public meeting and
recepi ion they organized during the Indlustnial Fair
wiek.

The London Local Counicil fottowed tlieir example,
andi we are gltd ta lie able to give aur readiers a report
of thec public meeting heiti by tbemi an Wednieaday, the
i6tli, and wbicli we hope wilt pr-ove ta be very heipfut
ta thre moavement in that City. We are sure that Judge
Eltiot's remarks on that occasion witl lie specially
remerrbereti.

On thre day foiiowing this meeting the London Coun-
cil arranged for an evening reception in hionnor of their
Exceliencies the Governor-Generat andi tlie Countesa
of Aberdeen, at the City Hall.

TORONTO LOCAL COUNCIL.
The Toronto Local Couincit w.as fortunate in being

able ta inaugurate tbe winter's work by a public gather-
ing hetti on Thursday, September ioth, during the
second weelc of the Induatriai Fair. A most successfut
meeting was hetti in thre pavilion, and a large numbler
of women visiting the city took advantage of the
apportunity to listen ta an, address deiivered liy Her
Exceliency, the Presîdent of the National Counicil, andi
ta galber further information concerning its aima and

fine, and the Paviiion presented a
'OM floor ta upper galierles with
ier gawns of delicate tints, their
iedly toward the speakers. The
ely decorated witb tropical plants,
7ing gladiolias upon a amail central
c toucb of color ta the scene.
in addition ta their Exceilencies,

-il h the work of the Council, while a large number of
members of affiliateti societies occupied front seats in
the body of the hait.

Her Exceilency was met by the president and menm-
bers of the Council at the canservatary entrance, and
conducteti-to the platform. Two tittle girls in white
trimmeti with riblions of the Councit colora, attended
lier as pagea. His Excellency, after attending a
meeting of the Boys Brigade, arrived later.

The president of thre Local Councit, Mrs. George
Dickson, opened the meeting by setting forth, in able
and attractive speech, a sketch of the aima of the Local
Counicil, Uts methads of work and achievements. She
then calleti upon His Honrio Lieutenant-Governar
Kirkpatrick, who beartily greeted Her Excellency, and
paid tnibute ta the wark of the National Councit.
Mayor Fleming added bis welcome ta Mer Exceliency
and words of approval for the Councit aims, after
wbicb Lady Aberdeen gave the fotlowing adtiress:

"I1 think it is scarcely necessary for me to say wbat
a pleasure it is ta camne again and meet the members of
the Toronto Local Cauncl andi ta remember, fou, that
Toronto was the birtbplace oftbe National Couincil, and
therefore that every member of tila t Councit comîig
here always feels especially at home. But it is doubly
pleasant ta camne when anie receives sucb a welcame as
h as been conveyed ta me ta-day. I thank His Hana>r
most sincereiy for bis mnany very kind words, anti for
bis presence liere to-day. 1 tbanik the Mayor, ton, very
mucli for bis welcomne ta the City, andi 1 assure bath
these gentlemen that wve who belong ta the Council are
very gratefui for sucb wordri of encouragement andi
cheer fraie those in pubtic positions of trust.

"0Of late years the air lias been full of rumors of ait
the wonderful doings and writings andi intentions of
tbe New Woman. andi when ai, Organization waa formed
wbich avowedly hati for its abject the fedieration of ail
the various societies and institutions in Canada con-
necteti with women and cbiidren, it was nat strange
that those wba did not look inao the matter claaely
should conctude that this was but the preparation for a
generai damcstic revolution, when ail the most famnitiar
customa of beartir and borne wouli lie swept away.
Our Cauncit was in fact identifieti iri the mrinda of soume
with a tendency toa revoit againat homne ties and duties,
anti the tiesire ta lie free from ail restrictions wbieb
bave hitherto liedged wonren's iives-and s0 it was a
tbe.ory ta lieware of.- We hati no reason ta lie surpriseti
at this. Rather have we reason ta lie surpriseti that the
prejudice should bave been sa aoon overcome, and that
the great majarity of those wbose opinion is worth
liaving shouiti bave been found ta stand by us, andi
enter into aur scliemes, regarding even wbat lias
already been accompiislied, andi predicting for us a
-career of honorable service for God and humanity.

"Wlien fears are expresaed ta us as ta thle influence
tire Council will have upon the women of the country, 1
tbink it would lie Weil i f we werc ta ascertain wbat sort
of ideal those wlio express these fears have for women.
We shall ail agree filait ta lie a hamne-maker in the real
sense of the ward sliould lie the noblest ambition ,,Ç

it. And it is homes we want if the 'nation is to lit
strong and righteous, and able to take its place ir
figbtîng God's batlles in the worid. We do not neef
just bouses where we cala eat and sleep bealthiutty, bu
we want homes fuit of rest and peace and beauty anc
refreshment; fuit of power, therefore, ta senid out mer
and women inspired with the spirit and devotion to ai
that is true and beautifut ta serve their'day and genera
tion.

"And what sort of womten do we want, then, to mak<
such homes? The most uneducated and untrainec
woman cana doubtiess make a home if ber beart be fui
of love and understandiirg sympatby with the life abou
ber. The most bigbly trained and educated womnar
may fail in the attempt if the divine lire lie wantîng
But ait the same time let us remember at what odds th-
uttrained woman works compared with her who i:
trained, ait other things ýbeitig equai. Think of thA
powers, physical, mental and, spiritual, whicb have t(
be brought into, play in the building up of a perfec
home-such a home as most of us cala cati up to mm id
such a home as we always carry about with us as
ianged-for ideat ta strive after.

"IThere must lie practicai knowtedge first, and i
must be gained somiehow-either by training or ilirougi
dearty-bouglit experience tbrough faiiures-knowledgd
which we secure to the inmates of tbat bouse of ail ages
those essentiais of iigbt and air and comfort and goo(
food and heaithfut surrouindings, which are tlhe lirs
requisite for ait humain Eife whicli is ta attain its fuites
development. But beyonid and above tbis knoAledgi
there must be knowiedge ai how ta make the homg
pieasing ta the eye-knowledige liow ta make commlot
1tbings and common lIfe beautiful, self-conrtrol, power a
arganization, urnseifisbness, insight into character, an(
an ever-ready sympathy with ail. If she is ta be lie
liusband's companion and het pmate, she must havi
sufficient knowledge ta be able ta enter into his interests
and if she is ta lie ber chiidren's guide and frienid ahi
must be able ta enter witb appreciation into thei
studies and pursuits and recreations, and lie sufficientl,
in touch with the life of the world witliaut ta be able ti
counsel and guard and prepare and equip tbemn for thd
conflict. (Appiause.) Wherever slie may be placet]
there is a society on which she must lie ai) influence Io
bigbier or iower ends, and t hase wlio pass tbrough be
liouse must have received sanie impulse toivads thd
love of ail that is taveiy and true and of good report, 0
else bie a tittte more disposed than before to lie sceptica
as ta wbetber tife is worth the living. Ail these qualities
then, and mucli more, does the home-maker require.

"Who is sufficient for these things ? Who, indeed
And se we desire for this bigliest, holiest vocation everj
hetp, every training, every equipment that cari possibli
be providied, and the more that it is insited tilait holl1
is the woman's kingdom, the mor~e do we dlaim that shi
needs the fuUlest possible preparation for the righlt accuj
pation of ber throne, and not only preparation, bui
OPPartunities for seif-education, self-culture and devel
apemnent ait tbrougb ber life. These are the rights -(
dlaim, and we dlaim the duties wliich pertain ta tliosi
rigbts, tao.

"The National Council of Women of Canada bas beer
formed, and bas grown and worked as it bas donie lie
Cause everywhere ilirougliut the Dominion it bas fount
warnen deepiy sensible of the higli responsibilitie!
belonging ta the women Who are making the liorne
and mouilding the thouglit and sbaping tlie future 0
this yaung country. 'ihey are cansciaus of their ow,
unpreparedness, and of tbe many difficulties whicli lit
liefore then in the fulfilment of tlieir God..given task
Tbey therefore seek ta bind tbemnsetves together foi
mutuat hetp, and strength and counsel, trying ta
gether ta accomplish the work for theniselves, tlieii
chidren, andi the poor andi helpiessarauni theni, wlici


