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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

P C: Pyt

not lese sell-devated than sellowilled, mucplinel

alike in ite virtues and ia i3 faults,—t supplied o
picture for the master's hand, and within our own
memory that hand has been found todraw 11, But
itis not only a pictare, 1t 19 ar this hour a living
veality, though softencd snd attempered by the
rowe'ful influence of unie to the age in which we

ive, yet still retaining vome of the narrownesannd
some of the sternness, with, as we believe, all the
courage and all the fervour, of its carher aud more
renowaed existence. The Free Church of $eot-
fand, as it is called, is about two yeats and a half
old.  Within that periad, it has levied in voluutary
eontributions, from the Jess wealthy classes of a
not very wealthy people, some seven or esght hune
dred thousand pounds. It ongiual ninsters are
a body of persons of whom a lurge portion abane
doued actus! beuetices in the Establishment, und
the remainder the road to such beunetices, hecause
Lotd Aberdeen, and those for whom he ncted,
would not allow that the acceptablencss of a cane
didate for a clinrge was to be considered uncondi-
tionally and univerratly as among his qualilicatious
for it; or, in other words, would nst g ve s irte-
sponsible right of rejection to the people.  ‘Ihe
notion for whic!t these men abandoaed 1heir warm
firesides is, 1o the mindsof Englishinen, shadowy,
thin, unappreciable, in great part unintelligible —
The secret of its strength and sacreduess to the
minds of & large number of Scotchmen is to be
found, if anywhere, in the peculiar history o the
8cottish Reformation, of winch it appears to have
been a secret instinet to teplace, of to uin At ge-
placing, the title, comis<ina, and eccleslastical
descent of the furmer Church, by an authority
purparting to be derivedim nediately and of D vine
right from the Christian congregation at lurge. —
The Free Churcl, therefore, 18 strouy in its rela-
tion (o the Preshyterian tra bt oas of Scotland. It
is strong in zeal, as nayappearirom the few words
in which we have spohen of its efforis and its sa-
erifices, It is strony in unity of ductrine : nothing
can be more remarkable thaa the paticace, nay,
the pride of great uumibrrs of Scettish Presbyte-
rians under the yoke of Calvin, as compare! with
ths uneasincss of the molern Germaus, unler the
taere shadow of the yoke of Ludier. Lastly, it
is stroag in its numbers, counting sometlung uear
seven handred congregations ¢ it heards the Lstab-
lishmeat in a majority cven of rural parishes
thraughout the country geneeally 5 aad in some
districts, as in Sutnerland, itis evidemly and un-
deniably the Church of the peaple.”

There is at least nat less trath tn the following
portrait of the Establisuncat. [t may, gerhaps,
shew some of our Moderate friends hiow the epuliet
Residuary shiould have stuck go fast :—

4 \We have rescrved for she last place in our
enumeration the National, or, as 1t 18 contemptu-
ously called by the nival body, the Reaiduary Es.
tablishmeat, Tl-te can be no doabt that the
Kirk of Scotlaid lost by the Sccession of 1843
the great majority of its tnore conspicuous and po-
pular ministers.  As lutle can tt be dispated that
we are not now to look within 1ts bouads for the
spirit which anathematized the Black Indalgeace,
which repudiated Leighton's Accommodation,
which prompted the nsings that ternnuated at
Pentiand and at Botiawell Brige, the Covenant of
Queensferry, the Declaration of Sanquhar, the Ex.
commuuication of the King at ‘Torwood, and, n
& word, which finally actueved the legaland polits-
eal establishinent of Presbytenamsm in Scotland.
We can fiad no counterpart to the present Kirk in
the struggles of & century and a half, from the
Reformation to the Revolution. Perhapsat more
nearly represents the indulged munisters of the
time of the later Stuarts than any other class.—
But, on the whole, it must be considered as an-
swering to the large acutral inass winch suhsists
in the composition of all communittes, which en-
térs into the substratum of ustory, but gives 2o 1t
little or no portion of its form.”

S8TATE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

The Recerd, a Church of Eagland paper, pub-
iched in the British. metropolis, has «n editorial,
ou the 1st January last, from which the following
extracte are taken. True Christians, of every de-
somination, will deeply sympathize with the writer
~~who is evidently much distressed at the state-of

things he describes, entestaining, as he does, just 'Evangelicul principles and none other. Who,

views of the Gospel and the oflice of the Church,
asa witness for truth, although little aware that
the prelutic constitution and Esastianized condition
ol that Church, are no inconsiderable souices of
the evils he deplores :—

It 18 with deep grief that we express our appre-
hension that our own beloved Church, the united
Cipirch of England and Treland, 18 eapedly depart.
g from her PRoTEST against the great AsTiciintss
t11x errors of Greece and Rome, which she had
mamtwined from the period of the Reformation.~—
God hias hiad, in all ages, witnesses to his truth
‘I'he witnesy borne by our beloved Church nugainst
the great Antichrist at the period of the Reforine-
tton, we and the whole world know. Though,
subs quently, her witiiees was more_ fechle, both
from her own weakness, and from circumetances
not loudly calling dor a inore decided testimony,
still we stood belore the eyes of the world, in the
hiabitunl use ot our Articles and Formuluries, not
only distinct from, but protesting aganst, {\nu-
chnistian Rome, while the State, under the influe
ence of the Church, mmintained the throne, the
constitution, and the laws, on pure Ptoleaugnt
foundations, 1a tlho use of terms the most precise
and absolute. Church and State stood as wit.
nesses for God-aganst those doctnines, which, ase
sanuayg to be the Gospel, rendered it of nonseifect,
und especially against thut apustate Chiurch, which
thiad pespetrated the forgery of the truth in which
she glonies, and i whieh 13 involved the eternal
ruin of all who trust iu her nost antiscnptural an-
nunciations,

How long the leaven of Rome had been work-
wg among us previous to the publication of the
first number of the Tracts for the Times we know
nct; but thea it pmmfcsled itsell in a way not to
he mistaken by him who had been himsclf tavght
of God.

. . .

After referring to recent manifestations in the
Church of Eagland, of a dispusition to fratermize

o £ |
with the Ronush and Greek apostacies, and plamly
declaring that friendship and fellowship with them
is equivalent to a relinquishment of her Protestant
character, and her testintony for the truth as it is
1 Jesus, he proceeds as follows :—

It is diflicult in the preseut anomalous circum-
stances of our Church, to sce a fresh step taken by
her (exclusive of the administration of the laws
Ly her constituted 1s1bunals), of which 1t can be
said this 18 the action of—Tue Cueken.  None of
her proceedings, perhaps, partake so much of a
corporate chiaracter as thase under which the Pri-
mate and Metropolitan has recently wath the geue-
ral concutrence and acquicscence of the bishops
and clergy, noniinated to vatious foreign bishope
rics—and, amoag others, to the bishopric of Gib-
rultar and that at Jerusalem. f{n these cases the
English Church _has acted according to the general
apprehension of the world ; and the character of
llexl-.acxiou hias been ¢learly marked and is very pe-
culiar.

In zclation 1o the bishop placed at Malia, he was
denominated the Bishop olp Gibralar, avowedly,
Becaase a Popish bishop was already fixed at Malta,
and this Church did not wish to interfere with his
labours : aud, us it regards the bishop siaced at
Jerusalem, it was emphatically annunciated that
lie was not sent thither in anywise to interfere
with the Orthodoz Greek Church, but merely to
ninister to such Protestants as might be found in
Syria and the neighbouring countties : and not
only so, but an epistle was addressed to the patri-
archs and bishops of the Ureek Church, in the
nanie of the archbishops, bishaps, and clergy of
Great Britain, requesting the formation of an ami-
cable alliance with her, as a sister Church, thus
making a still fusther advance on the present prin-
ciple, on which we act ia regard to that ido!atrous
communi _ that there shall be no intetference by
13 with her dark and destructive reign.

Now, who can deny that this is not the action
of the Church of England as coastituted at the
Reformation; but the wction of a Church, not
Protestant, and which is gradually assimilating it-
self to thoee apostate comuiunities against which
the wrath of God is declared.

He thus appeals to the Evangelical Clergy :—
‘Who accomplished the Reformatioa? Men of

.

under God, cun now rave the Church?  Thesame
pasties and no other. . .

But for the most part they ate doing nothing.
Nathing suitable to the_exigency of the times,
Nothing 1o ehow to the Church and to the world,
that whatever others do, they will not be silent
and quiescent while the Romish and Greek
Churches are ucknowledged instead of being pro-
tested againat,  Nothing 1o justify the opinion
circulating among the thousauds of the younger
clorgy-=¢* those doctrines cannot be very bad or
destructive which, though lying at the foundutions
of the Greek Church, our archbistiop bishy
have agreed to lovk over, and not only so,~for
they have offered the right hand of fellowship to s
Church glorying in, and teaching them to the my-
riads of lier people.® .

We agnin solemuly ask the Evangelical clergy
what tliey are doing, and what they intend to do,
for the salvation of their falling Chutch? Fall-
ing ! we do not speak of its earthly buttresses, but
falling from the principles which are its true glory
and strengta, ch multitudes of them not quietly
taking part, really or apparently, with those by
whoin this chunge is being gradually effected—s
chiming in'. with a note more or leas distinct, with
the prevailing spirit of the times, instead of raising
their voice asa trumpet against the change that ie
passing over us?  How would it have been had
men at the Reformation scted 30 fecble a part 7
How dillerent the spirit then and sow ! Is aot
that worth preserving which they wrought out for
us st such a cost !

Tur: Pore: axp T Experor or Russta.—1t is
an ominous fact that the Autocrat of Russia—the
Head of thhe Greck Church—has recently paid a
visit to the Pope,

Ou the last day of the visit he stood upon the
cupola of St. Peter’s, where, by the instructions
of the Pope, a cotlation had been provided for him.
On that accasion, tuking a glass 1n Lis hand, he
pronotnced the {otlowing words :—* To the kealth
of the Pope. May ' preserce that vencrabls

Jrerson and GRANT HIM ALL THAT HX DESIRKS.”

There 15 no good reason why the Romish and
Greek Churches should notat length beconie oge 3
und more extaordinary things huve huppened in
the world than such 4 consutimation. ‘Chese ave
no better reasons thaa carnal pride and wnutual
lust for power and pre-eminence, aud there were
ud more solid reasons for the origival division, Let
theun unite, aud they will consuitute, in their united
cupacity, one great Antichrist iustead of two, now
speaking, materially, the same leuguage amd
minding the same tlings. Suchis the allinnee sad
fellowship courted by the Church of Eagland,
which at the same tiue rejects and casts out all
Evangelical Churches. Are not wil Christians
who remain within her pale responaible for these
Ll};pgs; Do they consider this awlul responsi-

ility

iy

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE,

The following are the resolutions which were
adopted at the Aggregate Committees, held iu
Liverpool, & few days ago :—

Moved by Rev. J. Haldene Stewart; seconded
by Rev. Dr. Buchanan,—

1. *¢'That, in secking the correction of what we
believe to be wrong in others, we desire, in hum-
ble depeadence on the grace of God, to obey our-
selves, and by our practice and influeace to ime
press upon others the commaad of Christ, to con-
sider firet the beam that isin our own eye. That
we will, therefore, strive to promote, each in his
own communiou, a spirit of rcpentance and humi-
liation for its peculiarsins, and 10 exercise & double
measute of forbearance in reproving, where reproof
is ueedful, the faults of those Christian brethrea
who belong to other bodies than ourowa.?”

Moved by Rev. Dr. Massic ; secoaded by Rev.
‘t'od Brown,==

2. ¢ That when required by conscience toassist
or defendany views or pricciples wherein we differ
from Chnstian Wrethren, who agree with us ia
vital truths, we will aim earuestly, by the help of
the Holy Spirit, to avoidall rash or groundless ia-
siniiations, personal impatations, or irritating allu-
sions, and to mainiain the meckness and_gentle«
aess of Christ by spraking the trath ealyia love.”




