THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECO

RD.

35

ing.

Chirist’s name and prerogative, and never was the

necessity for faithfuluess more urgent than now. |

In the prospect of tnals that are coming, the
mattyr-memorics of our fathers are frecious,
We unfurl again the blue banaer of the cover-
ant—and our banner God has given us to display
because of the truth.
covenanted sons of covenanted sires, come up 10
the help of the Lord,to the help of the Lord
against the mighty. la the pame af God we will
display our banner. And may the Spirit of God
give us grace to be faithful unto deati,,
3rd. This is a time for watchfulness. Let us
watch and be sober. ‘This is o time to watch
agiinst sip and error—~—to wacch as those who
must give an account. There are some whe
would tolerate a little sin in practice, and a hutle
error in doctrine,  Watch against this tine-gerve
ing. Watch over your hearts and mind, and
words and ways. Watch ngainst slothfulness, and
pride, and bitterness, and evil.speaking.  Watch,
remembering that every sin i as it were another
thora pressed vpon the holy brow of Jesus, nnother
nail driven into his bleeding haud.
4th, ‘This is a time for prayer. ‘This is a
time to pray that God would remember Zion.
There is nothing that would so paralyze all the
movements of Christ's enemiey, as to sce the
whale Church prostrate before his throne of grace,
pleading for the Divine blessing. Let ail the
faithful, let every man, woman and child, who
wreestleth with the Angel of the covenant, cry
mightily, that when the enemy cometh in like a
flood the Spirit of the Lord may lift up a stand-
ard against him. Pray that the church may be
graciously prepared for that day of trial,and that
according to Christ's promise, for the elects sake,
it muy be shortened and the millenniuin hastened.

PRI —
INFLUENCE OF AUTHORITY IN MAT-
TERS OF OPINION.

—

Such is the title of a lecture deolivercd beforo
the Mereantilo Library Association, Mantreal,
on tho 25th November, by the Rev. D. Fraser,
A.M., Minister of tho Presbyterian Church, Coté
Street, in that city.  Tho leeturo has been well
received, andis a work of merit, but by no means
suits tho taste of the Popish organs, who have been
at much pains to misrepresent and con‘uto the
author’s arguments. In tho first department of
their work they must surely have succeeded to
their hoarts® content. Their success in the latter
is lcss complete. The denial by the Rev. lee-
turer, that human infallibilty exists, has been
construed into an attack upon the Pope and the
Romish Church.  Well, if thoy bhe infallible,
Yet it be proven; certainly tho burden of proof
lies with those who hold the dogma, not with
thoso whom the word of God, the cxercise of
their own reason, and the facts of history, have
made moro than sceptical on the subject.

Weo canaot give the whole lecturo for want of
space. Perhaps wo have dono the author injus-
tico in our attempted abridgment.

To think, to roason, to judge—that is the dig-
nity of man. Our fleshlincss, our camality is
our fechlencss; but our mentality, and higher
sill, our spirituality, is our strength. I havo a
body with wants and appetites. I call this only
mine; T cannot call it me. I havo an intellcet,
a soul, I call that me—~that is mny cssence, that
is my nobility, that is my responsibility too.
« Man, said Pascal, is bt a reed, bat a reed
posscssing thought. It nceds not that the uni-
verse should arm itself to crush him. A breath,
a drop of water, suffices to destroy him. Bu,

Ve call upon you then, ye i ;
*aud therefore, must form notions, weas, conceps

!

As a church we have already been ealled | wero the whole universo thus to _rito against
upon to lift up & testimony in a declining day for { him, man is yet greater than the univ  2e, muco

man knows that he dies, aud thongh theutiverse
nothing of ite power™

The cowmitive faculty 18 inccasantly active,
and finds an every side, and in all departinents

' of thoe gpeculati. o and the actual, abounding seb.

jeets for its exercise,  Man has understanding,
tiona. e hae a judament too, which acts with
more or less indepemdence according to  the
healthy stato of tho mind, and whese province it
is to construct opinions and come to a certain
discrimination and decision in regand to the
varions propositions  submitted  to its view.
Higher still, man is gifted with reason, which
apprehendspure and specnlative truth, and which,
in itz relation to epiritual truth, grfws up into
Jaith.

Our opinions being invested with a grave and
serious value, it is wiso to inquire in what man-
ner they aro formed.  And one is startled to dis-
cover how small 2 propertion ofthoge are found.
cd on any actual personal investigation. By far
tho larger proporiion are received ready wado;
are imbihed frow aatharity.  Such, of necessity,
are nost of the scatiments of children.  Such
are the opiniong of the illiterate, derived from
their fathers, or fromthe desultory maxims which
float through socicty  Common men do not
think wuch for themselves.  “They think wath
their traditions, or their party. ‘They find it easy
to go with tho current; to consider aud judge,
and believo in the mass.  Aye! and men of cul-
ture too, aro compelied to tako many opiniona
on trust, without investigation, for sheoer lack of
tasto and time, to master moro than their favour-
ito branch or branches of study. And the man
of culture, when ho is alse 2 man of ~andour,
will say, of many questions, “I am not able to
form an independent opinion.” “I am not suf-
ticiemly informed,” “{ have not time to get up
the requisite materinle””  ‘This becomes more
obvious overy day. Man’s timie is limited, =0 ia
man's capacity,  But the field of hnowledge, and
trath, isimmenso, and cn'arges constantly. It is
vain for any ane, now, to dream of traversing all
the circuit of investigation for himself.

What 1s our resort in this dilemma?  Must we
blindly take things for granted? Not s0; wo
take them on authority. ~ And this may reach us
and sway us from different quariers, and in
different forms.  Let us specify somio of these,
to wit: carly education, the voice of antiquity,
current masums, favorite authors. Al these in-
flucnco, and in some sort commaend the indivi-
dua) mind.

Of Education. A largs proportion, not of
our ideas merely, but of oursentiments and opin-
10n8, we derive from the impressions of our cdu-
cator's mind. And this beginsvery carly, The
first educator, natur-iy, is the mother; and it
pertainsto her, not only to mauld the dispasition,
but also in goud measure, to guide the judgment
of her child:—

+ Now a child is in tho new world, and learncth
somewhat every moment ;

His oyo i3 quick 10 observe, his memory storeth
in sccret, .

His car is greedy of knowledge, and his mind is
plastic as soft wax;

Beware, then, that he heareth what is good, and
that hic feedeth not on evi! maxuns,

For the seeds of first instruction aro dropped into
the decpest furrows.”

Then comes the professional teacher ; and he,
100, inculeates opinions, and itapresses them on
the plastic mind. It must by 20, thongh in some
departments much more than in others. Tt maust
bie so. It is impossiblo to state impartant truths
to the young susceptible mind without giving an
impression, an inclination favourable or unfa-
vourahle—in fact, forming the judzment while

“the exercise of immense practical power.

And, porhaps, gonte sentiment that in Jife wo
vehomently advocate, that we havo made tho-
roughly our awn, was, if we could teaco it to its

prevail agmnst Iim, siil) that umserse Anows | orenn, fina ¥ ulged wn the nund by une felictous

wprosaon oo the Lipsoof an admired teacher
n neadewie balls  Forthas, the whalo cliaracter
or tene of an elueational wstitate tolls un the
wpintens of s alumm, wherever thoy go I'ho
studunt of  Cambrdge has eno par of mental
seales, the student of Oxfond a socond, and the
student of Edinburgh a thinl.  Their opimons
will, 1 large measure, and almost unconsciously,
fdlow the traditional sentment of the place
whero their knowledge was acquired

An influcnce, which has great ¥way  over
tho individual 1mind, is to bo found in the current
maxims of the place and time, or what ia called
* public apinton® Tt s quite wonderful to seo
what bondstaves the mest intelligent men often
are to conventional usagea and populnr ideas, so
that innovation seems the greatest of crimas.

In civilised gociety, it 1s spocially the func-
tion of tho press to dovelope, ta form, aud to
utter the publie mind  Such a function mvolves
We
do 0 complain of this; rether wo seo in it
manifest advantages, for, though much of the in-
flucace of the pross naw runs in crroncous and
nexions channels, yot from the Inereased facility
and sapidity with which pubhie opmian s formed
and publie movements are extended, we perecive,
that whea the tide 1= furly turned in favour of
things trae, konest, pure, lovely, and of good
report, it will sweep over tho minds of men with
a noble impetuosity and succeas.  Meantime all
men who have weight among their follows, and
who have power of utterance, cither in print or
by word of mouth, aught conscientiously to re-
member the importance of forming a correct
standard  of public opinion on all points,” but
especially on points affecting nioral nghts and
liberties—~becauso public apinion is to a large ox-
tent, the authoritative teacher of privao opinion.

We must needs fall, to a certain extent, undor
the authority of mind as 1t writes itzelf in books.
My counsel, thercfore, f8—sce toit that it be the
authority of # first-class mind, a large pereep-
tion, 2 sound judgment, and, so far as can bo
fourd, a pure heart  Bo not guilty of tho affec-
tation of idolizing ohseure or mystic authors.——
With scarco any excoptions, the nantes that
stand brightest and longest on tho roll book of
fame, avc the worthicat It iz infasuntion to fol-
luw a blind 2oothsayer ; he may apeak most Ju-
wminuusiy, but remember, he may load you blindly
into the ditch.  Give mo the writer of clear in-
sight, and lueid expression, and sound principle.
1 am not ashamed 1o follow minds that aro wor-
thy to guide, in my own or other days. I put
not an ahsolute but yet a copioss confidence, in
their sufliciency of knowledge, their processes of
enquiry, their acearaey of judgment.  And verily
one of the main seerets of intcllecwsnl progrersis
well placed confidence.

This istrue of accicty Tt is, of course, truo
of the individual alsn. Ifere, I shell say, is pro-
sented to mo what is ealled a promising young
man. Bat if ] would conjecture to what this
young man will atain, 1 mast kaow not only
what are his powers, but what aro his predilec-
tions. He rends six hours a day—but rehat docs
he read?  Under swhat influcnco does he clect to
placo himself1  Even should he be quite ignor-
ant of classieal lore, I judgo most favourably of
his iatellectual prospeets, if { find that ho can cn-
195 the csaays of Lord Bacon, or the Pensers of
Pascal—if the pages of Addison, and Burke, and
Foster, and Hallam, and Macaulay, are not unfa-
miliar to his eye—if for yet more serious thought,
ke has made the friendship of Leighton, and But-
ler, and FEdwarde, and Chalmers, and Whatoly,
and Vinet—or if in tho region of poetry (ard no
mine i« completo without pactry) he a(?mircs tho
sustained inagnificenco of Milton, thy charming
vigour of Cowper, tho meditative richness of

you inforin the understanding and the memory | Wordswonl, the exquisite fancy of Tennyson, or



