
4 PARISH AND HOME.

Though there are some Christians
%wbo bring disgrace upon their religion
by going about with long, doleful faces,
yet it rnust be admitted that the bright-
est, lhappiest and most restful faces we
sec are those of earnest Christian peo-
pie. And yet it is a fact that Christian
people do flot Iaugh so loud or so long
asworidly people. Wby is this?

'Ne are told that Jesus wvept; wve are
not told that He laughed; yet Hc
speaks of His joy. _,We can imagine our
Lord often smiling: we can scarcely
imagine Humr. in a fit of boisterous
laughtet

There wvas a deep seriousness run-
ning ail tbroughi H-is life. Fie had corne
to seek an-d to save the lost. 1le wvas
surrounded by sin and suffering and
misery. His soul yearned to relieve
ail wvho wvere thus burdened. -Corne
unto me." wvas his loving invitation to
sucb, ''and 1 will give you rest." On
the one hand lie was not biind to the
sin and misery abaut Him. 1-le fully
realized it. On the other hand He
knewv there wvas a sovereiga remedy for
ail w-ho wvould ruake use of it. -'Earth
bath rio sorrow that Ileaven cannot
cure."

So thcrc could bc thrilling joy with-
out boisterous laughter.

Christians inust ia some degree enter
into their 'Master's spirit. ïMany about
us are on the broad road that leadeth
to destruction. Jesus Christ can save
alxvho turniunto Him. -le is the gate
to the narro.e' -vay that lcadctb to life
eternal. WC can rejoice wvith great
joy over those who turn to Him, but
%wbcn wve thinl, of the many*who are
turning awçay fromn tbis loving Savionr
a feeling of sorrow steals into our
hicart. WCe fuily appreciate the brlght
side of life and can be the bappicst
among thc mcrry. Yct Nvc cannot-xve
(lare not- close our cycs to the dark
side. For us, then, amidst ail aur truc
happiness; there is a scri4ontsness in life,
an-d thougli %ve can tbaroughly enjay a
good laughi aur laugbtcr is niodificd by
oUr % icu. of lifc. WCe pause ta rccollect
ourselvcs.

This brings up anuther reason vby
Christians do not uisualI> laugh su ionid
tir so long as peuple of the wvorld. The
object of laughicr. This may bc pure
and innocent. but it oftcn is not. WVc
sec a stout man %valing along a slip.
pcry strct, hce fails and flouinders
aboit$. Ile may bc %%ititng in pain
with a brok-cn lcg. but our first impulse

is to laugh. Our next better impulse is
to rush to bis assistance. This is a very
literai illustration. XVe are inclined to
iaugh at the man's faîl. Much of the
laughter of the world is at the slips znd
falîs of others.

Zutelleetital slips. A man lias made a
blunder ; he bas said perhaps the op-.
posite of what he means; lie is con-
fused. '«c are naturally inclined to
laugb. It may not be at the inan, but
it is bard to separate tbings so closely
connected. In any case .iur laugli may
wvound bis feelings.

M4oral slips. A shrewvd young man
bas got the better of a staid old part.
ner and fleced him of bis wealth. It
wvas cieverlcy donc. Again, wve are in-
clined to laugh until our moral senti-
ment riscs in condemnation of the act.
Think of ail the boisterous laugliter in
the world over the moral fail of the
once innocent and fair. How low and
degrading, how utterly unworthy of
man sucb merriment is, fit only for the
fiendisb gec of the demons of bell.

Àlelzçioiis slips. The inconsistencies
of professing Christians is the object
oftcn of .peals of laugbiter among the
worldly. In short, the greater a bro-
thcr's fali the more merriment some
find in it.

Surcly it is weli, then, for those wlxo
are striving to be followers of the meck,
and lowly jesus, who neyer needlessly
1%vounldcd the feelings of anyonc, wvho
came to lift up the fallen, ta pause bc-
fore tbcy go into a fit of uncontrolled
laugbitcr in order to reflect a moment
w'bether it be at a brotber's expense or
flot.

These az" some of the reasons wvhy
Christian people, thouglh the baippiest
people on earth, do not usually laugli
so loud or so long as people wvho are
living cntirely for tbis wvorld.

A man once went to consuit a dcctor
about bis hcalth. lie complained that
hie silffcrcd from such overwvhelming
depression tbat his life was unbcarabic.
The doctor exa-mincd bim, and after a
itile nbile rcmarked that bie wvanted

nothing except sortie livcly amuscment
to di'.crt bis thoughts from himsclf.
-Try a li%-cly nocl." The man shook

bis hend as if doubtful of the prcsçzp-
tion. - Wel., go ta the theatre and sec
%vhat that wvill do for yau." Againv tbc
man shook bis h-îad. 1Vll Ican
1 can only tbin% of anc thing cisc. Go
and sec that great clown %,.ho has
latcly arrived and is dra wing sucb

crovds with bis merriment. If he can-
not cheer you up I do not knoiw wbo
can. " 1Doctor,' sadly replied the
man, «1Z arn thial clown." Those wvbo
iaugh the loudest often do so to conceai
an aching heart.

-F. H. Du VERNE-T.

AFTER ALL.
GRiiri is strong, but joy is stronger
Niglit is long, but day is longer.
Wlien life's riddlc solves and clears,
And the angels in aur cars

WVhlspcr te swcet answcr low
<Answer full of love aîîd blcssing),

How aur wonderincnt wvill groiv
At te blindness of our guessing;
Ali tlîe liard sliings we rccall
Made so eaLsy-after aIl!

Earth issweet, but îicaven is swccter;
Love coiiiplec, but faitli conipicter;
Close beside our %vandering wvays,
Tliroughi dark nigîns and wcary days

Stand ilie angels with briglît cyes
And the sliadove ofthec Cross

Falls upon aîîd sanctifies
Ali our painî and al our loss.

God is Iîclping-afîcr aIl I

Sigli îîcn, soul, but sing in siglîing
To the happier thîngs rcplyinq,
Dry the tears that diîn thy scing,
Givc glad thouglîts for life and being;

Timc is but tlie little cntry
To eternit.y's large dîvt-lling.

And the hicavcnly puardis leep sentry,
Urging, guiding, hlaf.onipciling,
Till the puzzling îvay quite past.
Thou shalt cnter in-at last!

-Stisait Coolidge.

FAITH IN LOVE.

ON;CE in an hour of great peril an
officer showcd sucb courage that his
wvife said afterward to hlm, - Howv could
you help bcing afraid ?"1 He drew bis
sword and restcd the point at ber lieart.
"How can you smilc ?"be said. "B3e-

cause," she answercd, -"he wbo holds
the sword loves me better tban bis life."
*It is the same %with me," be said, as be

rcturned bis sword ta its sheath. -He
%vbo holds the wvinds in the bollow of
H-is hand loves me infinitcly.1'-Chris-
liait Inlclligcnccr.

lIE is a weak, man %vho lets public
opinion do all bis thinking for him, and
wvho relies for ail bis vicw-s and esti-
mates on the ncwspapers and otiier
people. Public opinion is simply the
sum total af wvb.at cvcrybody thinks,
and the truc man w~ill resolve ta be a
positi-ve, independent factori-nl the
crecation of public opinion, and ta do
bis share toward mcnding la the rlght
directioni.--Si. Aiedre.-s Cross.


