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progress ofediucution. But these woiks
gîve 114 but Il lon g eries of filets and
Veni ta rruîiged ChliologicullIy vi tii.
ont once refeiriîig to the gretit active
puincîiple, the b in ndm, froin wiiichi
these happîeninîg, fiowed. Tiiere j,,
logie i n h ,,tory it i t rue ;but tis
logic is 'lot apiparient in the bure
eniî, crt ion of' fi-cts. Wc i uit go
deejier, nust semîrcl liehinil thle col
words of tlîe I)lIlcgiiiiitic hisatoriai, if
we Nvould (lj.cOver tue liiw of' cause
8a1(l elfcct in iictivitv,

Tiiere is no sucli ting as nl ceîitury
in nature ;but we lire s0 accîîstoîîîed to
sp>eak of hieriodis of tile, of inontlîs,
years, aiîd decifîdes, uis if tliey were
colicrete existences, tlîît we îisually
end in regîîrding thein i s sucli. They
are inere inventions of mîani adopted
for conivenience in recording filets and
events, and lire no niore indeîîendent
realities tlîan are the different systenis
of weights and nieastires. Stili, lis the
centuries recorded iii history jiass in
review, we note tlîat each one of tlîein
is remarkable for something peculiar
to itself, for sone tendency of the
human nîind to devote itself to devel.
opulents of a certain order ; and this
tendency we see pervading the whole
race.

It is owing to inattention to this falet
that a great i any people speak almost
centernptuously of our forefathers, who,
lived and paid their tribute to nature
when civilization was in its early teens.
They look upon this, their own blessedl
age, with conscious pride ; they boast.
ingly note its points of superiority over
passed tumes, and with an innocence
that would bring tears of vexation te
the eyes of a saint, speak of ancient
master-minds as men whose upper
stery m as but half developed. The
wonders werked by eteam and elec.
tricity se completely ill their shallow

ininds tlîat tiiere is no rooîîî lcft for Il
th lîoglit of priigi'es of au y otîter kitîm.
Steiiîiî ca ru ittntg mitl liguîtiîîg
rap;idity over. thle luin] d, svîtcur c-ift,
secretly pîroîmelleil, gliliîgi llîuiiself.sslv
tliroiigli thlîi r eletiielît , cliŽctric Car'.
whlîclî, lîke stimuiîlanîts iii the ]lainaitu
systeîuî, keeji thle popltiîton of, otîr
larige Cities iii Circuilation, --leîder little
w ires fl:îslinîg inltelligenuce froiiî con.
tiîîellt to continient, îîll iîîîke îîîi over.
%wliellliiîiig lilihîal to tlir plour ini jnus,
andI alniost leud thein to lielieve
tlîat science is gradulîlly doiîîg away
witlî soilie of tue disiîgreeuîble- etiècts
of Original Sin.

Blut tlîis is ail nîateriîîl lirogress, uînd
lias tleveloped in our timnes simply be.
cnlise the hurnan niind received an
IlnPetus in tUnat line iii tue beginning
of the century. If tliis imnpetus, this
accidentai suggestion, if we iîîay so
cali it, hll coule sooner, are we not to
stupose that tue saine results would
have lîcen had ? Wliat if it liadt corne in
tue thirteenth century, and the sublime
nîinds of that age had applied them.
selves to harnessing Nature's forces ?
Would we not be justified in asserting
that tue resuits would have eclipsed
those of the present day ? At that
tîme man's mind was progressing rap-
idly in another line, and did not bave
time for steain engines. What if
Aristotie had undertaken to solve the
rapid-transit question in Greece ?
Wouldn't lie have surprised the old
pagans!

Thus, if we glance at the different
phases of progress recorded in history,
we find tliat mankind does net ad-
vance in twe lines at the saine turne.
One ae gives itself up te the art of
warfare, another te philosepby and
historical research, the next te litera.
ture, peetry and the higher amis ; one
yields itacîf te, selfish luxury and
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