
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

THE POWER 0F THE GOSPEL.
o nc occasion a fricnd fourni 'Michael Angelo
gazing, likeoane iinspirod, upon a raughly
hewn block of marbie. Whou lie asked hMi

why, the sculptar replicci, "'I arn thinking of the im-
prisoned angel I arn going ta set at liberty." B o
tlîousand patient touches hoe accoinplislîcd lis great
dlesign, and the angel released canme forth in beauty ta
ho adrnired by the Nvorld. Tiiere is sonictling botter
than the roeasod angel-a dopravcd mail renewved by
the pawvers of the IIoIy Glhost; transforrned, not iiuta
the figuire af an angel, but inta the Divine image, made
liko Christ. This is anc proof af aur lioly religion
nlot aften cnaugh insisted an. The Gospel alone of al
religions proposes ta regenorate mon and ta muake thern
newv creaturos.

I state only a, historical fact wvhen 1 say that in the
timne of tho Coesars the apostios preachced a, ncev faîth,
groundling it upon the dlaim of the regeneration af
nmankind, and if tlîat is truc, thon Christianity differs
from aIl ather religions that ever oxistcd, and in it a
new bearn af hope dawxied upon the darkncss of tho
waorld. Such heing the claimt af Christianity, I arn
imot surprised, ivhen 1 look into the wvritin-s of such. a
nia as Celsus, ta sc that ho asserts thiat no such reli.

-ion can evor provail, as it undertakes to regonerato the
iviioked, ta inako mexi oi'r again, wvlîich is impossible.
If it be impossible, thon indecd niust Christianity

jabandon its dlaiimi; but if* it bo possible, if again
and 'igain it luis beon donc, thon is Christianity

Nee w-as there a dialogue as short as thnt of
iChrist with 2Çico(lcmus that contained so nîuchel.
Nicodemnus ivas startled by tho very fact that is con-
tained in Celsus' proposition. "HIow,» hoe oxciajis,

can a ian bo born again lvlion hie is aid 1" Vcry
solemun is Christ's ansiver: "IVcrily, verily, 1 say mita
thc, Except a mant bc born of wvater and of the Spirit,
hoe caîrnot enter into the kingdom of God2' On that
fact--thaýt the Gospel could regoncrate mankind-%vas
its Divine Foundlet willing to stake Ris claints.

Perhaps yoit rccollcct lîow tlîe Christian fathors
anweed the infidel argument. They said - " CaneJinta our assemblios, and sec ivlhcnce wvo came; howv tho

Cl ae and savagery have (lied out of our lives.
Cneadsec how we, recogaise as aur neighbour any

anc that nccds aur aid ; howv wo forgive aur cacinies
and dIo good ta aur porsocutors. Corne ani sec
~i%,Iioir the Gospel lias made transformations axnong

lis r nt."It is sirnply aquestion ùxfc.I hJGospel eaii take depravcd men and niako thrni ncw
69


