
of vhich. the A pestie liera speaks ; because it wusz saying nething,
to, declare that the divine purpose to elect thern %vas îlot manifest
iu former aoees ; but ivas reserved. to the appearinng of Christ.
Whatever degree of nmanifestation, Gud's puivpose of' personal elec-
tien, as te individuials,receives, even thp Calvinists ackniowledge,
titat it is made obvioiss, euiy, by the personal moral changes wiîicls
take place in tîten thirousgh their effect uai calling,"' faith, and re-
generation. Tfi the individtual, therefore, cornes into being,
God's purpose te elect hini canuot be mailifested;* anci these w'ho,
were so elected, but <Iid fot live tilt Christ appeared, could flot
have their election manifested before lie appeared. Agaiin: if per-
senal election be intended iu the text, and eailing ani con)versioni
are the proofs of persenal election, tiien it is net true that the elec-
tion of individuals to eternal life was kept hid until the appearing
Of Christ ; for every true ebuversien, ini auy former age, was as
muchi a manifestation of persona] electien, titat is, of the peculiar
faveur and Ild ist i guishi iigrace" of God, as it is under the Gos-
pie. A para]llel passage i n the YEp;stie te the Eph. (iii. 4-6,) ivili,
however, explain that before us : IlWhereby, when ye read ye niay
uîiderstand my kueoviedge in the mystery cf Christ, ivhicà iii other
ages wvas net made k nown unto the sens of mn, as it is2owv revealed
uite, the hoiy A pesties ani Prepliets by the Spirit ; that the Gen-
Mies should te felloic-heirs, and of the saine body, and partakers
of lis promise in Christ hy the Gospel :" and ini verse il, this is
called, in exact confoïînity te the phrase used iu the lEpistie te Tim-
othy, Ilthe eterital purpose which lie purpesed ini Christ Jesus our
Lord]." TFhe "11purpose," or elgracious purpose,"- metntioned ini
1>oth places, as formerly hidden, but "enozo manifested ," was there-
fore the purpose te form one universal church. of believiug Jews
sud Geutiles; and in the text befere us, the Apostie, speaking iii
the naine of ail lus feliow-Christians, whether Jews or Gentiies,
Says timat they ýîiere saved and cailed aecordung te that previeus
purpese andl plan,-"l WVho hath saved us, and called u, c
'The reasen wvhy the A postie Paul se eften refers te "1 this eteruial
putrpese" of God, is tojustify and cenfirm his own inistry as a
Teacher ef the.Gentiles, aud an asw-rter of their equal spiritual
rights with the Jews; and that titis subject ivas preserît te

is nîind when hie wrote this passage, and net an eternal pr a
eleetion, is nîanifest frein verse il, which is a part of the saine
paragraph: W'hereunto 1 arn appeinted a preacher, and an Apes-
tic and a Teaclier oj the Gent iles.*

The purpose of God is iritrodueed by the Apostie as his
authority fer rnaking te"I the Gentiles" the offer of salvatioen;
and as a motive te induce Timothy te prosecute the saine glori-
eus work, after his decease. This is obviously the scope of the
,whole chapter.

Acts xiii. 48 : And as many as wer o rdaiiie te eternal
lifebel!ievcd." 4 * * 4
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