
Thîis leads us bowever te remark, Fourthly, that the martyrdom of God's
servants is overralcd for the adv. titeenent of kis cause. Satan nover made a
greater mistake than when lie exciied wicked nmon to put (Jbrist's servants te
dcath, though bis resticss malice stili impels hlm te the sanie coursc. The
examu ple of tàith and patience, of joy and peaco, wbich they have given in the
nhost trying bcencs, have proved more convincingly than their lives tho meality
of that religion wbicb they professed ; and, in conjuncrien with thoir fervent
prayers, lias been the means of bringing mnany te embrace the sanie truths,
though they migbt tberoby be subjected to a similar fate. The seattering of
Obristians by persecution bas been the nieans cf disscmimviting the truthi to dis-
tant quarters-and t1ius it bias become a proverb, that "lthe blood cf the mar-
tyrs is the seed of the Church." The vory scono of our presenit sorrows bas
alrcady given an exanmple of the same principle. Wo believe that; the death
ol Johin Williams has been ovcrruled as a means, cf doing more for tbe cause
of Missions than ail tue labours of his life-as the onemies of the Lord slaia
at thc dcath of the llebî'ew champion were more than ail that ho bad siain in
bis lifetime. Nay, we question ;f a single event oan bo namned in the history
of modern Missions wibi lias had wider influence in kindlingy the missienary
ardour cf the Ohurcb, and awakening in many a spirit of devotedness te the
work, and thus cf advancing the cause of' M issions ameng' the Rjeatiien, ospo-
oialiy ameng savago tribes, than bis martyrdom on Erromanga. We cannot
expeot Mr. Gordon's te have the saine world wide influence, but in the saine
matiner, if Lot te tbe saie degrec, -%Vo are confident that the (Jhurch wiIl yet
see that bis blood bas net been shed in vain.

Lastiy. The martyrdom. of God's servants brings honour and glory Io the
At/lior cf our religion. The calinoss and patience witlî which the saints
of God bave borne the mest fearful tortures-the sorene joy with whlch, they
have mot death evea in its umost appailing, forms-and the spirit of love and
:forgiveness, wblch hailoved their dyir,ýg moments, bave toid cf One more thari
mnortal wbe was stand(ing by them, according te bis promise, and Ioudly pro-
claitted the power of bini wlio bas said, Il My grace shall bo sufficient, for yen,
I will perfect my strength, ini yeur woaknoss."

Thon, tee, tbe manner ln wbicb the malice ef Satan and hie, soed bas been
overruicd fer the defeat ef bis own purposos and the advancement of the IRe-
deomner's, cause, illustrates the %visdom, poer and goodness of hlm who is - won-
deri il in ceunisel and exceilont ln vierking."

And bore we may remark what roason the Chureh bas fer gratitude te the
Great flead ef tbo Cburch as te the timo at wbich this event bas bappened.
Whon Gcd breught the Isruohites eut cf Egypt ho led tbemn net by the way of'
the Philistines, aitheugli that was noar; for ho said, lesi peradventure the
people repent whon thoy sec war and retura te Egypt. Se the early pianting
of the Christian Ohurch, tbeugh the malice ef both Jews and Gentiles was ex-
cited ag-ainst it and occasienal and partial persecutiens ivere the resuit, yot
God did net permit tho power ef thme Roman Government to ho exerted against
the iniVnt, cause tilI it was firrnly planted in ail the chief chties and provinces
of the Empire. Nay, during its infianoy 'At was soetimes proteeted by the
Romnan authorities. And içhen at length the whole power of imperial Rome
was put forth te crush Christianity, it was se doeply roeted as te defy tire
utmest efforts of that power which had subdued the werld. Had the present
afflictive evont oecurred soon aftcr bi-. Geddie cemmenced his labeurs, as it
mig/2t have done, the effoot, humanly speaking, would have been, that the
Mission among those Islands would have been extinguished-tbat the mission-
ai-y eperations of the Cburch founding the Mission would have been at an end
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