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INTO MISOHLIEF.
Dancing fect and bnisy fingers,

Neyer stili the whoic day tlîrougiî,
For the littie brain froni dreamiand

Brings them work eaoughi to do,
Racing throughi the gorgeons parlor,

Rornping on tlic winding stair,
'Tearing books and brcaking vases-

lnto misehief everywhere.

P1icks the cakcs and tastes the jelly,
Breaks tlie winidow, siais the door,

W«hrows flic statues from their brackets,
Scatters playthings on tlic floor,

Tearirig littie coats nnd trowsers,
Rumbling up bis cnriy liair-

-B3iiy, nanghty littie fingers,
Into xnischief everywhere.

Spilling ink upon thec carpet,
Daslîing pictures froai the wall,

I3reaking mnirrors, singing, sbouting,
1a the attic and tlic hall

Tracking niud across tlic entries,
Tuning over desk and chair,

Cntting up the morrâng paper-
Into miFcliief everywhere.

23utnio look of hale or malice
Darkenls o'er those laughing eyes;

Not a thoughitof harni or sinaing
In his littie bosoin lies;

For bis sou] is pure aud gniltiess.
What'er hari the fingers do-

Thongli the littie feet are straying
Into miscliief ail day throughi.

Spare Momnents.
A boy, poorly dresscd, came to thic door of tlic principal

-of a ceiebnited school, one morning, and askcd to sec li.
Thbe servant cyed bis mean ciothes, andi, thinking lie looked
more like a bcggar than anything eisc:. toid hini to go round
to tlic kitchiea.

cI slionid like te sec M1r. -," said be.
You want a breakfast, more like."
Can 1 sec Mr. - ?"1 asked the boy.

etwcii, lie is in tlie iibrary ; if lie must be disturbed, lie
must.",

So she bade him follow. After taiking awliile, the prin-
cipal put aside thc volume that lie was studying, and took
up some Grock books, and began tu examine the new corner.
L-vcr question lie asked thc boy was answcrcd rcadily.

ciUpon my -word," exciaiaied tlie principal, "9Yen do well.
Wby, my boy, wbiere did yen pick up sei niucb ?"

cIn mny splire moments," answercd the boy.
He was a hard-werking lad, yet aimost fitted for coliege

'by simply improvinglbis spare moment-s. Whataccconnt can
yen give of your spare moments.

MAii TwAINSsays: 99There is something fascinating about
science. One gets sncb wlieicsoe rcturns of conjecture eut
0of a trifling investaient of fact."

FAOTS AND FABLES ABOUT FLOWERS.
Why is it that every eye kindleg witb deliiht at the sight

of beautiful fliwers? that in ail lands, and amidst aIl nations,
the love of flowers appears to, prevail to se, great an extent,
tîsat ne home is censidered comiplote without, theai-no
festival duly honored unîcas they decorate the place wberc it
is observed ? They are strewn ia the path of the bride;
they are laid on tbe hier of the deadi the nxerry-niaker
selects from the floral tribes the emblem of bis joy i and the
mourner, the inibignia of bis grief. Everywhcre, and under
all circurastances, flowers are eagerly souglit after and
affectionately cherisbed; and wben the living and growing
are not to be obtaiaed, then is their place flulcd by soîne sub-
stitute or other, according to tbe taste or circumetances of
the wearer; but wbethcr that substitute be a wreath of gor-
geous gems for the brow of royalty, or a buacli of coioured

cambrie for tlie adorrument, of a servant-girl it i8 usnally
wrought into the forai ofjlowers. The very turniture ef our
bonses v-oncles for the prevaicace of this passion; for wo
seidom sec a carpet, a chintz, or a paptr, that does not include
flowers ini its pattera. Our china tea. and dinner services are
ricbiy enamielied witli gronps of these graceful objecte; and
on our Parian jugs and butter-coolers, our vases and chney-
ornaments, wu find the monlded forma of hules and snow-
drops, ani! other sucb delicate floral imagery. Wbence cornes
this all.prevailing taste? Surely it ie a gift frc-m God,
planted by hua in the lieart of bis creatures; for the caps.
bility of the heart to enjoy iL beloags as muclh te the peasant
as te, tbe prince, and tlic means of gratifying it as free to thc
one as thic other. Thîis teste depcnds sot on wealtb or on
enucation, but is givea, if not to ail individuals, yet te some
of every ciass. Froin the infaut's first gleam of intelligence,
a flewer will sufflic te, stili its cries; and even in oid age,
the nîind whicii lias not becs pervertcd freai its natural
instincts, eau fiad a calai an'd sootlîing picasure in the con-
teaiplation of these gems of creation. The littie peasant-boy
wlîo bask-s on tlic bank in the cora.fleld, xwhile his parents
are bnsied in gatlîering in tue golden grain, amuses himseif
by weaving a brigbt crown of the glowving scarlet poppy, and
tue briliiant bine corn botter, wherewith, te bind the auburn
curîs of the tiny sister whom hie lias been left te watcb; and
tue feebie old woman will totter on bier crutcb at early day
te inhiale thic scent of lier swcet double gillyfloivers, and
inark tlie unfoiding of the cinsterinz peLais. The sick and
dying love flowcrs; for tlîey remind theai of that sweetborne
at wlîich tbey are lioping soon te arrive, wbcre, as singe an
old pot-

Thy1 gardera and t1,y gondly walks
(..ntiiuallv arc g- cc,.

Where groirsncb sîvijet and lovely flowers
As nihcre cisc are scen.

And tue yoning and healtiîy love flowers-oh, iîew deariy t-
and deiigbt te, rambie throîigb- the laces at tbe swct April-
tiaie iii search. of tue first young violets

That strew the green 1.9p of the ncw-coîne spring;

or in Jniy te wander in the dewy meadows by the river's
aide, and stretch far ever its waters-even at the risk of
gctting an untimeiy and unweicome bath-for the sakie of
attaining some of the pearly caps of tlie deiicate vwater-iiy
(1A'zmphùcea elbe).. or gatliering a buacli of the turquoise dlus-
ters of the ieveiy water 'ferget-me-not' (Miyooti paluistris).
The costly gems ivhich. adora the prince or the noble are oh-
taincd oniy by the few; but those more pure, more fragrant
once, may bc bad frecly, abnndantly, witbeut askiag tbem r.L
the hand of men.

Flowers are the snbject of peet's dreams: we may cite in
tok-en Cbaucer's swcct tale of The Plower ar.d the Leaf, and
Dunbar's-

Mcthourht swect blay before may bcd up stood,
ln wccd dcrint of niany diverse hue. 9c.:

and pienty of otiier instances. They are eaiblemsof nations.
They serve as badges of ciansand display theaselves inth
biazoîîry of lieraidie devices. They have formed the insignia
of party stxife and liatred, as in the fatal and long-sustaincd
wars betweeni the bouses of York and Lancaster. Tlîey have
becs uscd as indications of reaewed amity and friendsliip, eti
-wlcn the reunilon of these twe bouses did 'imnite the wbite
rose with the red;' and as Drayton sang-

la onc staik did bappiiy unite
The pure vermilion rose and purer white;

and the striped red and white rose, cailed at this day c The
York and Lancaster,'w'as wern peaccfuiiy by both pertiesalike.

That the love of flowers of which wve spcak is a truc thing,
and that iL lias pervaded ail nations, aud existcd througbont
ail times, the many legends in wbicb we flnd flowers bcaring
a prominent part, and lorming the basis for traditions and
fabulons tales, supply prove sufficicat.

Tbe tulip, aibeit iii iL ows cbamacteristice; net espccially
suggcstive of poetic thoughts, bas, noertheiess, becs thse
snbject of more intercst in Inter days than pcrhaps any other
flower of modern or ancient celebrity. The farts, iiowever,


