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to do so." Granted that it would be more desirable to have astate of things prevail where it vould be unnecessary the factremains that prosthetic dentistry, to a perhaps increasingly largeproportion of our people, is a necessity. I remember, in thegraduating class of which I was a member, in our school of den-tistry a young man of such aristocratic tendencies, that lie declaredthat he vas going to do a practice exclusively operative when hebegan. I have not followed the career of this young matn closelythrough the years that have passed since, but I venture theopinion that he has since found it profitable to do a little pros-thetic dentistry while he waited for the 'select piractice." I thinkthat you will agree with me that there is a decadence in theprosthetic art, which is to be deplored. Perhaps it is due to theadvent of vulcamite, which has to such an extent usurped theplace of ail other materials as a base. It would seem as thoughthe skill nîecessary in the clays of the gold plate, and the accom-panying limited laboratory facilities, has departcd, and the handof the average dentist has lost its cunning.
Though vulcanite may be a blessing in the sense of being " thegreatest good to the greatest number," yet it scems to be in acertain degree, responsible for this state of affairs. Not that lessskill, judgment or taste, may not be called into play in the makingof the most ordinary denture, for the horrid examples of inartistiçarrangement, selection and articulation of artificial teeth nay beseen daily in our street cars and on our thoroughfares.
One factor that may help in bringing about this seeming lackof interest i prosthetics is that competition and quackery havebeen felt to a greater extent here than elsewhere. While it israre, indeed, to see fees for filling advertised, on the other handfive dollar teeth are to be found advertised in almost every paperin the land, The people again are often less refined and com-panionable who require this class of service, and try the dentist'spatience by " Jewing him down," if possible; but surely our bestshould be done for ail for whom we agree to work. Certainly, toa greater or less extent in all our practices, the replacement of lostdental organs is a necessity, and personal as well as professionalpride should demand for this vork our best endeavor.

During the period of our student life spent with a preceptor,necessarily the first work given to a green student is in the labor-atory, and he naturally, after a time, looks on his duties in thelaboratory as " freshman work.' Later in life he will discoverthat there are difficulties to be met in making a simple vulcaniteplate which will tax the patience and experience of the veteran.Who of us will not confess that there are cases where the gettinga correct articulation or fitting a plate to a flat upper, or a ridge-less lower will call into play every whit of patience and skill wepossess ?


