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OUR OWN APIARY.

INCREASE.

N CREASE, if produced artificially,
requires more ski'l and judgment
than is possessed by the majority of
bee-keepers. It would necessitate

the writing of a book to describe fully
all that tends to make it a success. A
person must be conversant with the
flora or honey resourcs ot his locality,
a fair judge of the season or prospects
at least, and able to tell pretty nearly
when the honey harvest wdl commence
and when likely to end; in short he

,should know more about apiculture than
is known by the majority of bee-keepers.
Having practised artificial increase
more or less for a great many years we
are fully convinced that bee-keepers
would be more successful if thev allow-
ed their bees to swarn naturally ; it
requires less skill to manage the bees
and has many advantages that cannot
be had, without skill when praticsing
artificial. A- gentleman who allows his
bees to swarm naturally called last week
..and his report tor this year should
satisfy most bee-kecpers. Having only
four colonies to commtnce vith in the
spring, he lias incre:ised to sixteen and
has taken over ooo pounds of honey.
Hiq locality is undoubtedly a good one.

We will send Vol. I. of the C. B. J. nicely
bound in cloth to new subscribers for 01.25 or
..clubbedswith current Volume for 12.oo.

FoR THs CANADIAN Bal lOUaNAL.
THE HEDDON HIVE--LAYING WORKERS.

INCE my letter in C. B. J. re the Heddon
hive, I have received a sample wood-screw
from the JouRNAL ofdice and have given it
a thorough test. I soaked the wood and

tried its strength in different ways, and it seeSms
amply sufflicient for any pressure necessary to be
put upon it. All screws turned out as good, or
nearly s good, as sample will, no doubt, prove
perfectly satistactory. The sideof brood section
opposite scews should be very strongly nailed
on to resist pressure when the frames are heavy
with brood and honey and require great pressure
from screws to hold them in place.

LAYING VORKEnS.

I have never beenbothered with thecepestc, to
speak of, till this season, and a nuistance they are
sure enough. When tbey get numer>us in a
colony and long-estaiblished before being found
out, it is very hard to get rid of them, and the
usual methods sometimes fail. They will lind
their way back to the hive though dumped.out
rods away, and will go on filling up the celis with
eggs at a rapid rate queen or no queen. Having
two or three desperate cases of this kind it may
be interesting and profitable to somr readers to
know what 1 am doing with them. In such cases
even the " breaking up " will not avail; and, in-
stead of one colouy, several will then beinjured.
I concluded that if they would lay, and must lay,
they might lay, but that I would spoil the nursing
business and despoil them of their ioney as
regularly as they gathered it. I simply took
away all their honey and bogus brood'and gave
them empty frames of comb. Every four or five
days I extract all the honey tbey have and give
them a fresh lot of empty combs. This wii not


