
Grading Honey.

A correspondent writes me saying:
"Won't you give us an article in TuE CAN-
DIAN BEE JOURNAL on grading lioney, as
tie time is near 'at hand when we shall
want to prepare our surplus honey for mar-
ket. if we have any. Tell us what to put
in No. 1, what for No. 2, and what for No.
3. muaking all so plain that a beginner in
apiculture need not fail to know how it is
done? I an afraid the task assigned me
is rather a difficult one, for a system of
grading honey which may )a pleasing to
myself, may not be the one which will
please others, but as I know of some other
successful beekeepers which are using a

lan of grading similiar to the one I have
Idopted. I vill do the best I can in telling
how I grade honey. Some years ago. Sy-
racu<e, N.Y., was the only place in which
I sold my honey, the sanie being bouglt by
one man, at from twenty-five to twenty-
eight cents per lb. As here was where I
first rceived instructions as to grading
honey. of course I did it in accordance with
is wishes, he instructinz nie to put about

like proportion of different grades of
vhite honey in each crate, ai that was the
ay ho preferred it, so this gave him the
.s results in the end, he said. Ar this

ime we used crates holding one hundred or
tore pounds, so that such grading answer-
d better at that time th in it would had
he small rrates of the present been used,
oldnîg only froin ton to twenty-five Ibs.
a'er on this man was remuoved by death.
eath and as Syracuse becaine a poor inar-
Pt lor hioneèv. I was obliged to seek a one
sewhere. I tried peddling a little but
on ilecided that ped.l 1 n- was not my forte,
1 began to sIip my honey on commission.

li'tg the ,h p PI) 12rares as I nad before
n 'mste wred The parties to whomt I coun

:rnîed i ioney soon b-egan to write ie
i ng tlier coull obta'n more satisfactory
ices fur ine if I wouild nake at least three
adesof my white honeu pu'ting ithe
rk or tbjk wheat hone. as a fourth grade.
henti vxea, I tried the plan wth a part,
d sent it rest as 1 had herer ofore done.
te re.sut was as I had been told the
ading bri liguig mt' quite an advarîce over
e otihier not so graded. For instance. No
oId at 20e per 1I : No. 2 at 18 . ; while
.. soll at l4e ; naking an average of a

tic over 18c a pound. That which was

not graded sold at 16 cents. The reason
for this seeins to be that two or thrce sec-
tions poor honey in crate lias a tondoncy to
disgust people so that they c.an scarcoly see
the goot honey at all, oi- the poor sections
are used as a "lever" to bring the rate down
to that of third grade as nearly as possible;
while if all are poor they do net expect to
purchase it for less than two-thirds the
price of good honey. Again, the contrast
between good and poor honey, both being
in the saine crate, is greater than it is
whon in separate crates, unless the two are
side by side so that one can becompared with
the other. Huinan conception, taken in
through the eye, is faulty te certain extent
unless the things to be compared are so ar-
ranged that the eye can take such things in
as a collection, at one glance. For instance,
I have a grade of all No. 1 honey in my honey
house, or a sample of it, and all the No. 2
in my shop. three rods distant. A pur-
chaser comes along and stops at the shop
first. I show him the No. 2 honoy. Ho
calls it fine and thinks it compares favor-
ably with any honey lie lias scen. I now
take him to the honîey house and show him
the No. 1 honey. and nine chances out of
ten he vill say that lie sees litrle diltere: ce
in the two lots. Now take some No. 2 and
No. 1 and put them side by side and he
will say there is quite a difference. Now
taking advantage of this fact, and all the
lessons of the past, I arade my honey as
follows : Every perfect section of nice
white honey is placed in crates as No. 1.
To be No. 1 the comb mutit be smoothly
and evenly capped over throughout its en-
tire surface, with no discoloration of the
comb near the bottom of the section. The
s-et ion itself must look new and clean,
while no cells of bee-bread must be seen
while looking through the honey toward
thp light. No. 2 honey is to he the sameas
No. 1 except that in it is put all the sections
with discolored or soiled combs
near the bottom of so discolored
or so led by the bees traveling over
them, together with such sections as
show a few cells of pollen covered with
honey when hell up in the light. lu No.3
grad. I put all secti >ns havmng a few un-
sealed cells at the botton of the combs,
th.ose that by acc dent or by brace.combs
have their burfaces marred a little ; all
su. h as may have pollen in them to a suf-
ticirur extent exclude them fromn No. 2 and
ail that are badly soiled or discolored by
the tra val of the bees or by the working in
of brown wax fron the combs in the brood
chiamber in capping the section honey. If
I have ary sections in whch broud lias
been reated or that are one third unsealed,
they are put up by themselves and go as
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