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25TH ANNUAL CONVENTION.

T HE above convention was held at
the Normandie House, Detroit,
Mich., opening January Ist, 1891,

at 9 a.m. The president,. Prof. A. J.
Cook, in the chair. A communication
was read from the secretary, H. D.
Cutting, in reference to the honey ex-
hibit at Chicago Pair, advising that
each state make a honey exhibit separ-.
ately, under a representative appointed
for the purpose.

In the absence of the secretary, the
assistant secretary was appointed sec-
retary.

The reception of annual dues followed,
resulting in a membership before the
close consisting of about thirty-eight.

The followîng committees were then
appointed :

Exhibits-Dr. A. B. Mason, Messrs.
Truck and R. D. Parker.

Resolutions-•Byron Walker, A. W.
Fisher and B. Knight.

Columbian Exhibit - M. H. Hunt,
A. I. Root and R. F. Holtermann.

Legislation-Hon. R. L. Taylor, W.
Z. Hutchinson, Geo. E. Hiltor.

The subject, "B',st method ot rearing
queevs," came next on the programme.
Mr. Hutchinson being absent, it was
opened ty Mr. Heddon, the following
paper being handed in later:

"THE BEST ALL-PURPOSB QUEENS, AND THE BEST
METHOD OF BRAEInG THEM."

This is the topic that has been assigned me
by the secretary. I have wondered quite a little
-why he used the words "all-purpose." I sup-
posed queens were aIl for one purpose--that of
laying eggs. I don't suppose we would rear
them any differently if we were to have their
.offspring engage in storing extracted honey than
-wuI& if their progémy are to h engagein
the production of comb honey. If we were to
engage in rearing bees or queens for sale, I sup.
pose that we would not attempt to rear queens
differently in order to endow hem with differ.
-ent qualities. In the p»emium liste of fairs I
have seen premiums oftered on an "all-parpose"
bée hive, that in, all thing considered, a hive
-that in the best adapted for raising either comb
ér extractei foney, or for either elUar or out-
door wintelin.. I can se how these words-
"alU-purpose-might b. applied to a have, but

when applied to a queen bee they lose their
meaning.

I might say in passing that I am opposed to
an all-purpoe anything, whether it is a queen
bee, bee hive or a new milk cow. These co-
bined all-purpose articles muet succumb to te2
special purpose machine.

While I have criticised the use of the words
"all-purpose" as applied to queens, I am willing
to admit that much of our success centers in
the queens. Of the factors under our control
that go to make up our success, I think location,
hives, combe and management are fully as iu-
portant as the queen. We need queens that are
sufficiently prolific to tll the combe of an
ordinary brood nest in the early part of the
seasor. Mary plead for extraordinary prolific.
ness as a very desirable quality in a queen. Il
queens were expensive-cost even $1.00 each-
there might be some excuse for desiring prolific-
ness in a queen, but as they are ordinarily
reared by the bees when left to do the work
themselves, they practioally cost nothing, and
there is no excuse for not having enough of
them-so that there will be no need of "horse-
whipping" them, as Mr. Heddon pute it.

As to the rearing ( f queens, I know of nO
better way for she honey producer than that of
simply allowing the bees to follow their own
instincts. Young queens-those under two
years of age-usually are the most desirable.
They begin laying earlier, fill their combe more
completely, and bring their colonies out in a
more populous condition at the beginuing of
the white honey harvest. There is less dispo-
sition to swarming with young Queens, and th6
same may be said in regard to the building of
drone comb, if swarming occurs and foundation2
is not furnisbed. As to the rearing of queens
artificially, so to speak, we should strive to
secure the same conditions under whicb they
are reared naturally. There must be warmth,
food in abundance, plenty of nurse bees, and
nothing but eggs or just-hatched larvie for the
bees to develop into queens. As to the details
of commercial queen-rearing, each breeder is a
lawxauto himself, and I think I have now saisi
enough to start the discussion upon " The best
al-purpose qusens, and how to rear them."

W. Z. HUTcHINSoN.
A. I. Root.-Mentioned that as to

best bees, they sell bees and queens
rather than produce honey as the de-
mand for queens was so great, but in
his experience in the past the Italians
bad been best ; sometimes the hybrids
appear to have done better. The mn-

i jority of bee-keepers appear tolet things
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