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V OIw0F PUBLIC AFFAIR S
For peare and joy, and love, The English tithe commutation bill has arrived et

Was answered by the very air a successful issue ; and wNe have the consolation of
Thatwat'ted it above." hoping, as stated by his grace the archbishop of Can.

We found the patient nuch more severely ill than terbury, that it wdl prove " a satisfactnry adiu4-
we had anticipatmed. A sudden and violent attack ent, relievin tie land, and doing justice te the
ad entirelv prostrated er. She recognized usandclIrgy." first proposes volontarv compacts ; ii;

m th rand ud Se (efault of which it adopts a compulsory course, un.
did not speak,but the clear consciousness cf her e Ider the superintendence of proper enmmissioners.
showed that her muind was not eclipsed. Il wasapIT1rhis being the process we have ourselves for se ma-
parent that the reniedies must be powerful and im- ty eanrs urged, we cannot le supposed te dissent
umediate, or she eould not survive. We inquired f of wners and we trust it will work well. Te tithe
the friends who stood around the bed, if a physicai w have, however, made considerable sacrifices.
liad been sent for. " le was here this morning," with a viëw te peaceful adjustmeît; but cf tac evils,

as the reply, " and said if there was any chae ilhis far less than the parochial litigation under the,%Y:a the forlv bI nd aigaif. We wi ntemîd t ige,,odss
we nust send for him again. We intend to send to' old system, added to the certaintv that every year was
umorrow, if she isn't better." making the matter worse, and that if public affairs

Send nowil," exclaimed my friend, " do not wait proceeded as they have lately done, the Engii cler-
till to-norrow ; soniething must be done to relieve gy may eventually be i the condition of their Irish
this pain, or she wvill die.""bretbren. But it mu>t not be forgitten, that len

A. niessenger was despatched, and ve resumed our tithes hail cease te be '' incorporeal ies editaments,"
.éats beside the sufferer. A s I looked un rand become a fixed charge on a rent roll, they wiill
wvrinked brow, sud thin, greA locks, I fet that se be in a more tangible form for alienation, should cir-
must soon b ecalled te exchange worlds, even if sue cums'ances conspire te sender this robbery popular.Ynsrvivd th epresentattckan dsewanted itsyWe cainot suppose that ail future landlords will re-survivedth ime present attac, andisvanted to Himember that their predecessors received more thansornethin- of I-isn wlh as proniised te ho with 1Jls!
children when thmeir "' strengthm faileth" But shean equivalent; and that no future ministes of statechilrenwhin teir" srengh fileh" ut he wilIl e unscrupulous svhen pressed ffir money; niuchvas very ill, and seemed so entirely engrossed by lle ushat the oppo nents of pre Church ofnlnd
her sufferings, that I felt that any words would be lel neyera vish opvrestibisrentsroofhfic oif ownout of seasori. I inwardly resolved to return on thewill n evew htestubis rerlom ts own
morrow, and then endeavour te minister to the soulers, t relieve the public burdcns. How to guarJ
as wel as body agaist such a contingency should be calmly thouglit

It was growing dark, and we arose to go, promis- upon. 'The chief moral, and perhaps only effectuai
ing to see her again early in the morning. She ook- m preventive will be, to strengthen the Church more
ed earnestly at us as we took her hand at parting than ever inthe affections cf the people, by the pie.
but she did not speak. The name of ber minister ty and zeal of its clergy;.though we are far fr.om think-
waus mentioned. "We intend te let him know to- ing bat even urnder ail its present disadvantages,. it
norrow how sick she is," said one of the attendants hold upon public regard is leele or diminishing.
" and then e will comne round and see lier. ''The Irish tithe commutation bill, which. was still

moinre tiroartit than.teiinaes ofuThe evening was se mild and lovely that we ex- o uie English, is ini a less hopeful
tended our walk, and returned home by alengthened condition ; owing to the spolatory principle being
and circuitous route. We conversed ou various hAined to it, like the dead to the living, to work it,subjeictdhiroutessi on fthesckchaberhaddissolution. The House of Lords has reduced thenmbjects, andtwe impression ofthotsick eamber had exaction from the t'the owner, of thirty per cent., tonearly passed away. At our door, the little oy twenty five, and also struck out the unjust proposalvgio had brouglit us the message two hurs before, for opening the old tithe commutations madie under Mr.aain metus. lew ias outs efreatei, and" cidod's Goulburn's act.. These, however, are minor points,big tears roled down lis rosy ceeks. lGrandmo- imhih might have been arranged ; but not se the prin-timer is dead Pl he exclaitned, Il aunty teld me ta . D eatoisimc teLod ha elLr
come over and teil you-she died halfan heur after cipel of alienation, which the Lords had no alter-
you went away.". native but peremptorily te reject. lt is beside the

" Boast not thyself of to-morrow," I involuntarily matter te argue the possible amount ofssurplus which1
exclaimed.'' Hlow much did we intend to do formay be ehicied from the gaurnt puses cf ithe Irishthisaiged.wmnt-orw an whl ewr e lergy, by cut:ing down tiheir imcemes te the propos-this nged womnan to-rnorut-ow, anîd wlmle we ivere yet lid Ftandard . the giebt question la Lime principle ; for1speaking, she has been called te that God who ised aliena :e ithe saleat pasion is virtuahy t give ;fp
without beginning of days or end of years !" lienauestion stally t i

To-mrro apysica'nsholdb caled.To-or-the question of anational Church establisbment, and iTc-worrow a physici'a. should bt called. To-mos'- te set a n example sshieli might eflowdwthpr'
row we would speak to her of the things of God ; ct siLenx p hi m be followed, with per.
and to-morrow we would summon a servant of Him,feetcontency, by alienating the whole revenue of1
whdo me i n w beholdin uo n a soervan cf H the Clurch of England,. te strike off a fraction from 1ivimn she is now beholding "leye te eye." the national debt.

But shie bas gone where there is "no more sick-
ness"-where " one song"employs the whole bless- The anti-pluralities and clerical residence bill bas
ed company, and Jesus the great Iligh Priest isnow been going through s vaous stages, almost witiout
her Teacher. opposition. We have already stated our wish that it

b-morrow came, and we stoodi at her grave !. had ab9lished the very name of pluralities-affordinglacilities for urmitinmg wbntever ouatit te le uuited- antiAnd is it right ever te resist or set aside an im- facilitis fri of whener lut pteuniter and
pulse to speak oflHeavenly things ? thus getting rid of offence ; but in pract;ce,under the

The deceased was a Christian woman. She had limitations of the bill, the name will be nearly ail
lived with her lamp well trimmed and she haswfor rarely can there happen such a concurrence ef
trust, gone to be forever with her Lord ; but woulddistance value, tieaths or resignation of ineumbents,
she not have entered the dark valley with ureatand union f patronage in ee person as te lead tLaime~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~~~daiy neaaeetrdLm aksale vt rae~~J~ nd triality is altogjetiierproiibited. Vbt
confidence if some friend had whispered,' His rod
and His staf they conmfort ttee." 'mowever, ii left of the system, bes:ies being injurious

cc u tafte ta the Ciîurch from Lthe scandai of the nmre cf plu-"Boast not thyself of to-morrow," says the word t h hrhfo h cadlo h aeo l-ofBGod, and thsep ecf eery~v" daysrepeaestheralism, even if'no one instance of improper p'uralityof God, alid the experience cf every day repeats thme, oc curr'ed, may îead te mueh bartering cf ndvowsons,
admonition. But the low whisper of warning is dis-oc r ced ngof a d
regarded, because unattended by any striking cir-asd other proceedings not of a defensible character,

s c usutenstam stikin -,in order to bring patronage wittin the limits allowed
cby law. Ie vish the possibility of such practices-such as these, that bring had been preverted, and the Church once for ail rid

A written label on their wing, of the evil ; besides which, %%hile the name of plural,
'Tis liard to readanmiss. ities il allowed there vill always be a temptation not

_ to augment poor benefices; whereas, abolish the pos-
sibility ofholding two livings, and many ways will be

One rose upon a bush, though but a little one, found of raising mthe value of the less eidowed--e-pe.1
and thsough noet yet blown, proves that which bears cimlly if' the statute if Mortmain were rept aled
it te le a true rose tree. Still w. welconme the ameasure as it i., and trust thmat

and thestillness of the seventh day already reigned
around. ty

"It seenied as if the Cbristian's prayer

by the blessing of God it will produce great spiritual
beneflt te the ntion; for though the most judici< us
secular arrangements are not a giaratref.r pity and
zeal, yet they inicidpnta!ly promote tLem in propoS-
tion as they render the sacred office repulsive to ppr-sons who have na tete for its duties, and a-tractive
to those who have at hpprt the glory of God and the
spiritual welfare m'mankind. Wiib regard to non-re-
4derce, there nvould in general be so I:ttie desire or
opportunity for it if pluralities were abolished, that
more %&as scarcely necpsary tha.l ta eut off its leghl
resources, and Io enforce the existing laws çhLre
called for We think that somne of the pecuni îry pen
aliies wear a needlesly nngenerous aspect lYhat
icrt of a Sunday or Good Friday service is that which
will be secured under a penalty of five pounds for ie4
glect? The intended arranigemeits justly prescribe
i wo full services, fither positively or at the discretiofi
of the bishop- but it is the full, free flow of the sou
that is most ne: es.ary in the mnieterial office ; for a
v ry large part of a conscientious clergymani's labours
is'voluitary, charitable and self-denying. Visi-ing the
sick, m arning the wicked, encouragmig the righteous,
comfortirg the afflicted, training and catechizing
the young, instrurting the ignorant, wvith the wholc
apparatus of tchiools, libraries, cottage lectures, and
societies, cannot be adequately provided for by law r
and if elergymen are te pay a fine for omritting tO
read prayers or preack, they may soon come te cal
culate the*r duties hy a pecuniary standard, instead of
by higher consideration ; and the poor and the i'
norant vill imagine that ail they do is compulsory
that they institute a- cottage lecture to save being
mulcted in half-a-crown; and are apparentalv cha-
ritable from self-interest.

Te bill.for the division of diocesee and the rega-
lation of episcopal revenues bas given rise to wiaris
debates in ils progress through the Flouse of Commons•
On the one Land, it has been opposed and voted a-
gainst by those members who counsidEr. any readjuse
ment of ecclesiastical. property as based upon reVO-
lutionary principles; and on the other, by those who
thinmk that the bil does not go far entough; wbich latter
clasemay be again divided into two principal section$
tlrst, of those who think that the episcopal stipende
ought to have been still further reduced, especiallY
those whicb are somewhat coarsely called ' the higb-
er prizes," with a view te divide the surplus amnog
the poorer clergy; and secondly, of those who w5isil
the same, or greater reductions, in order to apply the
spodls toward the liquidation of church rates.-'
Other objections also have been pressed-such as that
translations are not f.rbiddenm-but we think that the
bill is notmuch amiss in this respect, as the archbi-
shoprics, and the London diocese, and possibly one Ot
tw'ootherms require prelates of tried ability and large
experience; and with these few exceptions the dis
parity of revenue is not such as te Lavor chang"5
The great majoriy of the moderate and respectabli
members, both of the ministerial and opposition par-
ties have supported the measure, which is in accOr-
dance with the suggestions of the ecclesiastical corn
missiorers; but those who wish ta reduce the propo '
ed stipends, and devote the residue lu aid of churr
rates, have made an enbattled stand against ministersr
and as their vtes chanced to combine 'mith those O
their antipodes who object to the whole mnrasure UP-
on principle, the government would have been worst-
ed had not condition of peace been entered iitO,
mn virtue of which,.in order nnt to embarrass a cabi*
net which is te do "justice to Ireland," Lord Jobi
Russell is allowed to proceed with this bil,. but i- Yfot
to press during this session the cathedral bli and the
(lergy discipline bill,for reasons which wilL be evidJli t

when the objects of those bills are considered. The
Episcopal bill we think likely te be salutery, as te
readjustment both of dioceses and revenue has beee
carefsl.y considered;. though we regret tosay that týa
l'mita'ion of the bishops te their present number, in
order inot o add to the tale of ecclesiastical peer%
or to require incressed revent e-, conbiniing %%it'h the
propriety of making at least tu o new bishoprics, (Mar
che ter and Rippon) bas led to inconveient:uniPt0
and îrevented the addition cf new sees where the'f
mighît bave been sery beneficiai for efficient episco'
pal superintendience.

Thme cathedral bill, above alluded te, is opposed'
like the last-men.tioned, bsy very different parties. It
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