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PIGEON DEPARTMENT.

Several Toys.

A flight of several first-class nuns on the wing
is a Leautiful sight, especially if they have been
taught to fly Ligh. The dark color tipping cach
of the four cxtremities: head, tail, and wings,
gives a pleasing contract to the w}nte body as we
loolk at it outlined against a clear sky. But they
are cqually attractive when at rest about their cote
or on & roof ‘The variety should be kept by itself
to be scen and Lred to the best advantage. It is
easily bred, being one of the oldest and best cs-
tallished varictics, and well cared for and care-
fully bred, there remains but little to do beyond
culling out those foully marked. This culling
however, be it remembered, must be of birds not
of foul f.athus, and mcans the Lilling of young
whose co.oring is not as nearly perfect as it should
be,

The nun is & small white bird with the hesd,
tail and flights of either black, blue, red or yellow.
The head is colored as far back as the lower irvl.~
side edge of the hood, the color e¢xtending from
the points of the hood to & point in the neck an
inch and a half below the insertion of the beak,
forming & sort of bib. The color of the tail be-
ginsin a line covering the vent, and encircling
the posterior portion of the rump. The wings
have the ten outer flights also colored The beak
is Llack ; eyes pearl ; hood large and evenly turn-
ed, the inside perfectly white in fine birds; the
lcés bare and red; toe nails in stgndard birds
black. A flight of nuns of the four colors is a
good problem for the fancier. As he breeds them
he will find some of the young have the colored
head and tail, but no colored flights. These he
can call moorcaps or moorheads, and enter them
for premiums in those classes as other men do.
The German name for these is the bearded pigeon.
but we call them German nuns. There will be
other young with the colored head only, the vest
of the plnmage being white. These, in Germany,
would be called the death's head. Again some of
the young will have well marked tails and wings,
but the head color will stop at the line of the eye
instead of contirning lower to form the bib. Old
fanciers call such helmets ; we know themassoells,
especinlly if the flights should also be white,
Therefore to be & good snell is to be an indifferent
nun, that is, a nen that has lost all color except a
little on the top of the head and the tail is called
& helmet or snell.

These snells have their admirers, and have been
bred as a separate varicty for years, in all colors,
and both plain hcaded and capped. They are
pretty toys for young fancicrs to trific over, but

not worth perpetuating as a variety, A careful
description would read a followss Color, white,
with black tail and scalp, of the latter covering
the head upon a line drawn from the corners of
the beak through the centre of the eves; eyes
pearl; feet clean and red; colors, black, blue, red
and yellow. The upper part of the beak partakes
of tho color next it on the head being, of course,
darker than the lower half.

When the young nun or snell had no calor ex-
cept the tail and a spot on the head at the inser-
tioa of the Leak, the bird was called a spot. Go
when we hear & spot spoken of, we can imagine to
ourselves a washed out nun; perfectly white ex-
cept the spot at the base of the beak. There is a
spot connected with the priest in an analagous
manner. The philosopher may object to this
mode of reasoning, and claim that the spot was
the original ; 2 descendant becoming impure by the
addition of more color to the head and tail fea-
thers, becomes & helmet ; still more color, showing
in he.x.d , wings and tail, the bird becomes a nun,
Suppoﬁe the reasoning from thi. ¢cnd of the prob-
lem ve true, it proves but the independence of
these strains which are dxgmﬁud with the names
of varieties.

The priest is about the sizz of the common
pigeon, and the plain heads are not unlike it in
shape. Isa solid or whole colored bird with the
exception of the head, which is white from & line
passing through the centre along the minor or

1lower part of the hood, which must be free from

foul feathers. The upper part of the beak is white;
the lower, datk. The eye is mixed, byt sometimes
the upper half is pearl, the lower dark, thus par-
taking of the colors of the head and neck; the
hood must be in proportion to the size of the head,

and in ordinary colors be perfectly cup shaped.

The feet are closely covered with short feathers
in which no whites are allowed not even on the
toes. Plain privsts are those where the colors are
solid ; that is, without wing or tail bars, Barred
priests have dark bars across wings and tail. In
white barred priests the bar is white instead of
dark. Of all, the red and the yellow with white
barsis the rarest; solidsranking next. Sometimes
the pricsts degencrates, losing all the white of the
head except a spot at the base of the beak. It is
then known as a white spot.

P. H. Jonss, of the Peristeronic Society, de-
seribes his idesl Magpie as follows: “A small
bodied bird, with slim gracefully formed neck and
uneat snaky head, of the model of the rock pigeon,
or approaching the dove shape, at any rate noth-
ing approaching the tumbler head, and no coarse-
ness ; beak straight and comparatively thin, with
wattles small and of fine texture; cyes pearl or
whitc-eyed, and eye cere neat and finc—a little

.




