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Scbright or Laced Bantums—the production dur-
ing this century of a scientific and indefatigable
fancier, Sir John Sebright—are surpassed by none
in beauty. Tach feather must be cavenly and
moderately laced or edged with Llack,and that this
marking may be uniformly carried out the cochs
must have hen tails with no approach to sickles,
They are content with very small quarters , indeed
we have scen & pen happy and healthy ina du\‘cs,‘
aviary. Tt is true that they are by no means pro-
ductive, but in sumc cascs this is « great advantage
both to themselves and to their owners. ()hil-‘
dren’s pets bave o habit of outgiowing in number)
the accommodation of their quarters. Tender
hearts cannot bear to have a favorite killed, and
and the stock suffurs from this mistaken kindness,
Sebrights when small and Lighly bred will give
little trouble on this scoure, a large number of their
egg generally being infertile—C. in Journal of
Horticulture.

At the shows of the past year and this winter
there has not been the same interest shown in
these little pets as formerly, and we are sorry to
see it, as they ave really the most ornamental of
the bantam class, and should not be allowed to
get in the background.

[We are indebted to Mrs. E. S. Starr, publisher

of Fancier's Journal and T'he Iomiug Pigeon., for
the above beautiful illustration.]

Strains of Poultry.

(Continued.)

We advise all fanciers who take a pride in their
birds, and who wish to derive a rval pleasure from
them, to set systematically to work to establish a
real strain of a special breed. It may at first seem
more attractive to keep three or four pens, cach of
a different variety, sc! .ted in a happy-go-lucky
way There certainly is much temptation to mul-
tiply our breeds, but ifany p.rmanent pleasure and
real fame is desired it is far better to keep two or
three pens of one kind, or in the casc of thuse whose
space and means will allow it, of two or three kinds,
than to divide yards and interest among several
sorts  If & beginn 1 has a fancy for some particu-
lar breed, but is not sure what strain of that brecd
he prefers, he may well have one pen of une stoch
and another from another, and observe the differ-
ence of the produce and retain which cver turns
out best ; every chicken must be carcfully marked
beyond possibility of mistake, or the experiment
will be worse than useless and end in general con-
fusion. It is very general tor poultry-men to trust
to remembering which chickens have come
from a heny this does very well up to a certain
voint, but then a time comes when they develop
rapidly, the brouds are bLroken up, and the sexes
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