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'jof our parlor ta.bles where magmﬁcently

":t'jtaughrt om.lly, generatlon after genera,tion‘
. lsarning from their fathers’. lips the story:

2, . tory -of :theft race; (Deut. i, 7-9.)" = &

LESSON X-—-DEC 4,

v-}'}-.f:';The Book, of the Law Found"‘

I Kings xxils ‘8-20."
Sl Read iI. Chron.: Xxxiv.

Golden Text

* . ‘Blesséd are they. that keep his tostimonies o
~and’ that seek him wmh the whole heart.—- '

b »._Psa.., cxix., 2

: T. 'Psa xix, 1-14~—'The law of the Lord is-

";M . Chron.’ xxxlv.,

‘Home- Readmgs.

- in.the Lord's sigh:t :
T II. Xings xxii., 8-20,—The book of the law
- found. -

W. II. Chron. xxxiv., 14-33 --Josiah ma.de a

covenant before the Lord.

erfect.’
F. Ps& cxix., 1-32.—Blessed are they that
- keep. his testimonies.”” . -
S. Psa exix., - 97-120, —‘Theref.ore I love thy
‘ temmomes’ S
8. Psa. cxix., 145-176.—'1 do not forget thy
: comma.ndments. .

. Lesson Story

Josxah the grandson of Manasseh, was
only eight years old when he was set on the

" throne of Judah at his father's. deazt.h He

reigned thirty-one years.

" The good son of a bad, weak ma.n, Josiah
had much to contehd w1th and a great work

of reformation to do in- his. kipgdom. At

- tho age of sixteen he gave himself wholly to

God and spent the . next ten years

. of hisreign ho set about repairing the Tem-
+ple, and as the priests and  workmen wera

" pearly eight centuries before, (Deut. xxxi.,, ..
This book had been lost or forgotten a
. for some years, and the people had grown’

-clearing -out the cupboards in the Temple

walls, they found in some corner the ancient
roll of the law of God, given through Moses,

9.)

08.1‘8165a and forgetful ofits precepts. =~ -
Hilkiah, the high priest, gave the Book to
S-hapham 'the . scribe, and Shaphan took it
and read it to the king, When the king
heard the law.and the standard which God
had set, he was filled with dismay.  He saw

-Bow far ‘short of righteousness was the life

! of his kingdom. He saw himself in God’s

_light and could mot but notice his short-

comings. .Josiah sent at once to emquire of
God what would happen to him and to his
people for the neglect of God's word,
the messengers went to Huldah the prophet-

.ess who gave them a message from God.

Johovah said that he would bring desolution
on the land, -according to his covenant,

{Deut. xxix, 14-28) because of the people’s

disobedience . and idolatry. But to Josiah
God promised peace because he had believed
God’s word as soon as he heard it, and hum-
‘bled himgelf and mourned before God on ac-

_‘count.of his people’s wickedness.

"~ passover, such as there nover had been be--

Josiah then caused the book to be read in
a solemn assembly of all the people, and to-
‘gether they renewed their covenant with
God. . After this -they kept a most solemn

‘fore, and to which the people looked back’ in
later.days as the most wonderful and beau-
tiful ‘passover ever held (II Kings, xxni

. 22)

Lesson Hints.

“Hilkial’ — the high priest, supposed to

" have been the father of the prophet Jere-

miah (Jer. L, 1,2.)° -
‘Shaphan, the scmbe'-—-the king S secreta.ry
‘Book of .the law'—the Pentateuch, or first
five books of the bible. This was. the word

of God in which David found such comfort

I

- and beauty, and surety of guldance.,

(Psa.,
Loxix.)-

N “The money found'—probably some silver
and gold left from the great offermgs of the

time of Joash. (II. Chron, xxiv,, 10.) Also
a -collection .had been taken up by Joash’s
command, both in the Temple and’ through-

. out the whole. land. (I1.-Chron, xXxxiv., 9.)

- The art of reading was only taught to those

- ‘Shaphan read it'—he was- probably one of
the few learned men who could read. well

who intended to devote their lives to study

- and mstruction The common people were -

. pOWer “to . read God’s.
— * Thank; God -for- the Holy Spirit - who -will:

© make: clea.r to us- the will_ of God through
- his word. -(Jobn xiVv.,.26.)i" - -

for the ‘sin-of his people.
- live-a perfect life himself, but:when he mea-
sured himself againsi: (xod‘s standard he saw .
. ‘He realized that -the:-awful sins.
. into. which. his people “had fallen must ‘be
- -,pumshed according to. God’s’ word - e

“The college’ — the. Revised. vexswn calls :
this the ‘second quartefr, or Lhe nearer part, -’
- of the city.”

Memory versa 19.*
~“his laek.

'1-18 -—Josiah dld right :

to,

* break down .the power and strongholds of
idolatry in the land. In the eighteenth year. "

So -’

of the_ beginning of:the world and -the his-

,Thank -God for an:-open: bible: and the
~word  for. ourselves'

‘He rent: his clothes'— 5
‘He had tried to’

~ T will. bring- ovil’ — the peOple were 80

steeped in sin that-they: must -be .destroyed .- - |

with the ‘sin,. But because of Josiah’s re-
newal of the. covenant and the sincere reépen-

tance of a few of the people, a- remnamt were:

ﬁna.lly saved. (Isa. xi, 1L).

Lesson Hymn..

Praése God for the b1blo, lnch comes as a

o friend : .

To counsel. ax’ld .comfort, to guide and de-
fen

" Praise God for the bible, far bebter than gold,

The words of sure promise its pages unfold.

Praise God for the bible, ‘the mirror of sin,

That shows us our wrongness, without and

- within;,
Praise God for the bible; the water of iruth,
‘Which glad;lens and cleanses the way of our
youth.

Pra.lee God for the blble, it burps like 2

fire, :
As dross fré:m the silver, each evil desire;
Praise God for the bible; his letter of love,

.- To fathers antl aluldren uuntmg above

‘Praxse God for the mme tha.t kills like 2 ’

‘sword, -

'Our sins and wrongdomgs, a.nd fights for the

Lord; ... .

Pmse God for the” blble. a lamp in our path,

To guide through life’s Joumey and shadows
.. .of death,

‘Endea.vor Banner.

Questxons.

1. How old was Josiah when he 1:va.s setr
on the throne of Judah?
2. Compare his 6ha.racter with that ot his

’ gra;ndfather .

. 'What were the chief ovents of his
roxgn"

"4 How was his roign remembered.in la,terr:

times? - .
Suggested Hymns.

*Take time to be holy,’ ‘What a TFriend
we have in Jesus!’ ‘At the feet of Jesus,’

-‘Out of my bondage;’ ‘Have you any room for

Jesus? ‘Around the throne of God,’ ‘I think
when I read.

Practncal Pomts.
_A. H. CAMERON.

The Book ot the law found.-
xxii,, 8-20.

Hilkiah, in 637 BC made a greater dis-
covery than Columbus in 1492 A.D. " Verse 8.

Business habits are as useful {o the Chris-
tian as to the worldling. - Verse 9.

No book describes human nature go clea.rly
as the word of God Verses 10, 11 also
Jer.xvil, 9.

‘The penltent's pmyer is never spumed by
Jehovah. Verses.12-14: also Psa. xxxiv,, 18,

God’s “words are always fulfilled, a com-

CIn Kings

fort to the Christian and a warning tothe
‘unconverted, . Verses 15-17. .

Obedience to God is rewarded in many
ways, both in this life and in tha.t which is
to come. Verses 18-20.

Tiverton, Ont. o

Christian Endeavor Toplcs..

Dec. 4.—Systematic and ‘proportionate giv-
ing -——Mal iii., 7-12.

Lesson [llustrated.

- The way_ in which this specidl copy of the"

law, surmised by some t0 have been -the
onglnal by ihe hand of Mogos, came. to be
lost, we do not know. It may have been
hidden during the reign of Ahaz. . The Rab-

“'bis say it was hidden under a pile of stene;
-Nowadays we hide our bibles diffcrently, 2

top shelf, & cofnor of our burcay, the. bo”*m
of‘our tmnk a.nd most successful of all, soire

[y

tleeIl of  SOTTOW

) phclty in a recent burglary.

‘never gave any indication of penitence.
-sullen, defiant temper,

. prise, he spoke her namso.

;bound eomes illustra.ted ornamented, self- -
 promouncing -with .maps, azds, ooncordances
*\ ‘and-other :things; too numerous to mention,'
-cortify- 1o gur orthodox respectzbmty, and:by. .
- their very .iweight' of mforma.tlon, excuse - us - -

from. ever. looking at them.” Hands off, chil-

dren thls isa th.mg not to Le bouched Dmy .

CThe BleLE :

little fingers must leave no marks here,
Hungry little ‘eyes must not feast on these
treasures.
alone, and then mother says in later years,
‘I\{llly boy does not read lns blble T wonder
why.’

. A bible is Iost until prayerful, semchmg
eyes find its trcasuaes, and lay them up in
the hea.rt.

A Hobeless Case.

A teacher in a Sunday mission-school in
the West End of Boston, had a boy in her

" clags who seemed to he proof against cvery

good influence. ‘It was a wonder that ghe
secured his attendance for any length of

Jtime; but by her tact and kindness she held

her -other pupﬂs and Le came apparcmly
for company's sake, and.for the fun and
mischief he could stir up among’ the other
scholars

- He gave no signs that her leachmgs had

. touched "his moral-nature—or,-in-fact, that
_~ he_had any moral nature,
- parently, more- unpmnev}pled ‘a8 he grew

He grew, ap-

older, until all she had done for him seemed
wasted pains; but she continued to treat
him kindly, and never forgof him in her

tpraycrs.

One day she heard, of his arrest for com-
She did what
she could to secure him Ian‘al counsel in his
trial, and through two years' imprisonment

hxch followed, occasmna.lly visited him. He
His
greatly discouraged
her; but her faith and love were invincible,

He disappeared after his releage, All who
knew him supposed he was dead or lost
under a feigned name somewhere in the
criminal herds of the cities. -

Nearly.-thirty years passed.
went to California. In the meantime she,

had married.- Her children - were grown,

and she, with her husband, was visiting
friends in the Pacific States. . In one cily
where she stayed, a question of pohtu:"d re-
form was agitating tho people, -pending a
change in the muniecipal government, Her
host -and hostess. were 1o entertain one -of
the candxdates fer -the mayorally. - ‘Iie is
our man,’ they said, ‘and we ‘hope to-elcct
him, for he is an ecarnest Christian, and’
stards for: hlgh frinciple in- public. and in
private lifo.’ :

The gentleman came, and was ‘about to be
introduced to the visitor, when, 1o ber sur-
She could not
recognize him,: in the handsome,- bearded

~man before her, but he was her bad boy
‘of the Boston West End Sunday-school.

“I lived a reekloss life for several yoars

“after I left Boston,’ he told Ler. ‘but I was

not able to' forget your great patience and
Findness, nor some of the things you.said tc

me., Under God, I owe wnat I have to-day -

of true manhood, to you.’
~Bxamples of apparonth' utter

are met by every lover of his kind who gives

himself ‘to the uplifting of humanity, bat it

is' an' unsolved problem whelhex there ever ¢

was a rcally ‘hopeless- case.” * We are told
that ‘genius Joves gifficulties,’ and # Is. -enu-

The bible is a thing to be let .

The lady -

3»{:1*..\'&3' .

aily certamn that supreme frith in Christ and . " -

-loves ihe- hape 13- TS —
mean what il m'\y~Youth ]

m hiz teaclings
Jet the phrese
Comrhmon.




