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The Catholie.

B

Fromtho Catholic Herald. (null the marriage of Catharine, and that
TO THEREV, W, H, 00LNHIMER, A. M. lwith Boloyn valid, and a short time after
declaring again that of Boleyn to have
been null from tho beginaing, and in the
same breath condemning her as an adul-

Pyotestant Episcopal Church ate asked to , 1FesS* c?ndemnin.g persons to the .smkc
Asipn the couso of the change of fauth . for rejecting doctriues which he himsolf
ad discipline winch took place in the did not beleve, and for believing which
“iteenth century, they will reply, “kc‘ho afterwards condemned others ;—the
al other Protestant sects, no matter how | wily Craomer, constaot in nuthing but in
jasring their ductrines,—that o faithful reflecting the will of the crown, was a fit
siudy of the Sacred Scriptures and of ec- justruniont in founding a new religion, of
clesiastical antiquity unveiled the errors ' ghe orthodosy of which such will was to)
of tli.r fathers, and cticet the Reformas yg thio standard.

Dut when we .ook to facts, and for-; Undor the auspices of these two wor-

RLCTOR OF 8T, PETER'S CHURCH, THILADELPIIA. ,
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Rev. Sir :—When the members of the

tivis,

period ordered by them to be put where
altars were to be removed, *¢ what jowels
of gold and silver, or silver crosses, can.
dlesticks, ccnsors, chalices, copes, and
other vestments were then remaining in
any of the cathedrals or parochial chue*
ches, or otherwiso had beon embezeled or
taken away : the leaving of one chalico
to every church with a cloth or covering
for tho communion 1able being thought
suflicient.”’(4) The samo writer tells us
that “‘many private men's parlors wero
hung with altar cloths ; their tables and
beds covered with copes instead of car-
pets and cover-lids : and many made ca.

|

coived mors likely to enfore obedionco,
if his designs should meet with any op-
position, than the natural English."(8)—
By these actstho way was propared for
toking vigorous measures.

It was then, what you call the  grea~
test slep’ was taken, in compiling the new
lituegy: and the first book of Edward VI.
was published. Light of the bishops ap-
pointed on the solect commitico for its
compilation, openly protested sgainst it,
and had their protest inserted on the jour-
nals of tho house of Lords.(0) Yet in
the act of parliament by which it was en-
forced, it is declared to have been com-

get the vain pretentions of partisans, we thies came forth “Tho institution of a,Fousing cups of the sncred chalices, as piled “by the aid of tho Holy Ghost, and

are compelled to say, that the will of ty-, Chnstian Mun,"” tho first step m the re-
rauts was the main cause of the first formation of the liturgy. It was an exact |

onco Belshazzar celobrated his drunkon with ane uniform agreement’ of those to
feast in the sanctified vessels of’ thetemple, E whom tke compilation was entrusted.[10}
It wasa sorry house and ot worth tho Its uso was enforced by the severest pen-

chunge, and of the various modifications yepresentative of the King’s sentiments 3.

which this church was forced to uudergo;
that lust and avarice and worldly itterest
were the springs of action in the tyrants;
thar that church itself never originated
any importart step, unless when fiom be-

_not even of Cranmer’s, much less of those
_of ¢*the bishops and doctors of the Catho-
lic church in England.” The king, “hur-
ried by the transport of private afiections
had extinguished the authority of the

ing a bantling of tyranny, circumstances | Pope” and the blood of a More and a
enabled it to become a tyrant itself, and Tisher, Englund’s noblest sons, had told
that then, as well as in every movement the world, what should be the consequence
not directed by this disgraceful influence,’ of adhering to the ancient doctrive ; the
its course bas been guided by what worldly 'sanguinary statutes enforcing tho six arti-
mterest and expediency dictated, often by ! cles, told the admirers of Luther and Cal-
motives still more unworthy of a body ' vin who went farther than himself, that
claiming to be the “ministers of Chris!, she s“defender of the faith’ was determi-
and the dispensers of the mysteries of ned to support, with the sword and the
God ? gibbet, the positions which he had defen-

The first change in religion, and the ' ded with the pen against tho German Re-
first step in reforming the liturgy, took former. % Institution of a Christian
plnce under Henry VI, The Elight(‘.\‘t‘ﬂian" cxprcsged the cxszt amount of_
acquaintance with the history of that’ Proestantism into which Henry had been'
event and its causes, must make the «hyeried by his private affections” and
voungest tyro laugh in hearing it l"31”"3““;)olitick ends,” and the portion of Cathos+
sented as the act of a King “an i"S"'“'!lic doctrine which the antagonist of Lu- -
ment in God’s hands, aiding the metropo-1her was pleased to retain, and insist on-

{

{

naming, which had not somewhat of this alties. For refusing to use said book for
furniture in it.  Yet how contgmptiblo! preaching, declaring, or saying any thing
were these trappings in comparison of in derogation, ordepraving ofit, ot of any
thoso vast sums of money which were' thing thercin contained, increasing penal-
{tnade of jewels, plate, and cloth of tissue ! ties were inflicted for cach offence; o
cither conveyed beyond the seas or sold " third offence was punished with impri-
at home, and good lands purchased with sonment for life.[11]
the money.”(5) . Yet this.same book, now declared to
But this, it will be said, was only an have been drawn up “by the cid of the
abuse, which the church was obliged to Holy Ghost,” was altered in its most es-
connive at; the doctrinal reforms were *sential features i a very short time by
purcly the acts of bishops and clergy.— the vory persons who made this declarne
Lot us s20 how far the bishops and clergy tion. Bluch remained yet to bo dono be-
took a part in this movement. fore the ¢Prayer Book” acquired its most
Oune of the first acts of Cranmer was to "i$°'°“5 maturity “having become ripe
intimidate the bishops and annihilate thoir With yearsand the wisdomof'exporience,”
authority. Acting on the principle, that, Which only happened when it put on its
all authority procceding from tha crown, American dress,—so says, at least, the
expired at the doath of the monarch, he Rector of St. Peter’s.[12]
petitioned the kiog to be restored.to his'  The rupturc, thorefore, which called
formeor jurisdiction as long as his services ' for sucha compilation as tho “Prayer
would be acceptable.(6) Theoder bi.!Book,” was, by the confession of the best
shops were required to o the same, and Supporiers of the new church, caused jn

liten of Canterbury and the other bishops yeing retained. The study of Scripture Were appoi

nted durante densplacity regis,

the first instance by a tyraut acting un-

and doctors of the holy Catholic Church' gy antiquity had surely nothing to do in Burnet himself says that this “was dono 'der the influcnce of the basest passions,

in England, to prepare the way to return

to a purer and umlorm mede of wor-
aera

ship.’(1;

sels by which the action (tae Reforma-
uon) was conducted, the rules of picty,
and prudeuce upon which it was carried,
&c.,” commences by the following state-
ment. ¢ This king being violently hur-
r.ed with transport of some private affee-
tions, and finding that the Pope anfpeared
the greatest obstacle to his desires * @
extinguished his authority in the realm of
Eungland. This opened the first way to
the Reformation, and gave cncourage-
ment to those who inclined 0 it.(2)

The same motives that made Henry
separate from the Pope, mad: Lim select
Cranner for Mctropolian of Canterbury.
A more apprepriate tool could nut have
been selected, as was clearly evinced by
the only constant feature in that man’s
whole character—his readiness to carry
out all the views of thosc in power, no
matter how opposed to justice, or even to
his own notions of religion. Swearing
obedicnce to the Pope swhen consecraied,
and by a private protest making a decla-
ranen which ia plaia English meant, that
hie did rot intend to perform what he was
abont to promisc upon oath : declaring

(1) Offering, p. 90,

(2) latrcduciion to Lis History ¢ the Refure
mation.

,all this.
At the death of Henry the state of af-

by reason of the present juncture, bos
cause the bishops being generally addic

. '

.

The Loglish primate, whose efforts capsed
the work to progress, was first sclected

| fuirs changed. The crowa devolved on ‘ed to the former superstition, it was tho't|for the ofiice which he held, 1norely be-
Hevhn hunself, explaimag ¢tthe coun-' a boy ten years old. Cranmer, in retarn necessary tokeep them undor so artbitrary jonuse he was known to be made willing

,Yor the support given by him to Somerset,
,in lus perjured violation of Henry’s will,
j received this man’s support for the exccu-
jtionof lus own plans. From being the
minion of a tyrant, he was now able ¢o
act the tyrant hitaself, and well were his
steps marked as those of the slave who
seizes on power ;3 insolent amd crucl
where his power extended, and crouching
to faction where that power was threa-

tened.
Heylin, does no: hesitate to attributo

the zcul of the lay reformers to the most
sordid avarice. “U'ader color of remo-
ving such corraptions as remained in the
church, they had cast their oyes upon the
epoil of shrines, and images, though still
preserved in the greatest part of tho Lu-
theran Churches, and the improving of
their own fortunes by the chatery lands.
All which most eacriligiously they divi-
ded amongst themselves, without admit-
ting the poor king to a share thorein,
though nothing but the filing of his cof-
fers by the spoil of the onc and the in-
crease of his revenue by the fall of the
other was openly pretended in tho con-
duct of it.”(3) "We can learn  their mo-
‘ives from the interrogatories,at a later
(3) Itid.

a power as that subjected them to; for
they hereby held their bishoprics only du-!
ring the king’s pleasure, and wero to ex-
crciso them as his delegates, in his name, *
and by bis authority.”(7) What could|
be expected from men who submitted to !
be thus considered bu. as ccclesiastical
magistratos, deriving their authority from
the crown, and holding it during its good
plessure?

Shorily after visitors wero appointed,
and the jurisdiction of all bishops suspen.
ded, no clergymen were allowed to preach
unless licensed by himself or the protec.
tor. ‘The bishop of Winchester was con-
signed to tho fleot, bocause he would not
iostantly submit to the regulations of the
vfitors; the bishop of London was trea-
ted "n the samo manaoor for a similar of-
fence. Under various pretexts the Pro-
testor had ongaged the services of an army
of foreign mercenaries, who #* wero con-

(4) Heglin Hist. p. 2.

(5) Tbid. p. 134,

(5) Waterworth in proof of this guotes Barnet
vol. il.p. 9 Strype Mem, Cranmer 32, 2nd Wil
kins iv. 2. Collier p. & book 3, p. 162, proves
atlength that Caanmer took out a commission of
this import.

to becomee an instrument of the monarch’s
passions. His public acts were ahvays
in accerdanco with the monarch’s plea-
sure, @s .ong as the power existed before
which hocronched. Though during Heo-
ry’s reign, men according with his own
viows wero raised to the highest places
in the church, few were to be found 1o
onter warmly into the precise modifica-
tions which characterised the established
clurch, and it was only by fraud and vie-
lence thatit was established on the bagis
on which it was placed during the reign
of Edward. The primate did not merely
tolerato for a timo those things which he
believed to ba abuses and superstitions 3
ho openly practicad them himself even of.
ter tho death of Henry, until he succes-
ded in securing a suficient number of ad-
hercats to feel safe in taking bolder steps,
His follow bishops ware intimidated and.

(3) Hieylinp. 39, 40;
(9) Sconoto to Rapin's Historyof Eoghand,
val. ii. 233, quoting from tho Joarnal a3 Perlew
mont, Baract ji. 61—95. Coltiez ii. 355

(10) 3Ed. vi. 1.

(11) 1bid.

(12) Offering, p. 16%:

(13) [le said ma:zs pablicly for the klug of.

(7) Barastloc.cit.

France six manths after Boaay’s death-



