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THE CATHOLIC.

the chiof witness of Mossiali’s redeeming disponsn-I
tion and the Jews, the reluctant vouchers of the
ttuths which be proclaims. The Pope and the
Jews are observed to be the only standing fixtures
m nature.
It romains, however, stili to be accounted for,
why the condition of the Popes should be so ex-
Aled i & worldly senso above that of their divine-
Iv appointed chicf, whom they should rather glory
ta imitate in cvery particular.
It is evident that the temporal condition of the |
opes, must bo that, which best suits the temporal |
state of the Church. In her infant state, or dur-|
g the life of St. Peter, it was easy for the scveral
Bishaps to keep up with their heads the necessary
correspondence. Theirmessengers knew, or could
be informed b4 those of tho faithful in Rome, to
whom their communications were directed, where
the chief Pastor, then but as an obscure indivi-
dual, happened to sojourn. In proportion, liow-
uver, as the Church extends- hor boundaries, Ler
chief Pastor isseen to emerge from his original
obscurity ; affording still Betwixt him and hisre-
‘motest brethren, the sure and ready means of keop-
ing up a mutual intercourss, How else could the
most distant branches of the.mystical tree, destined
0 overshadow the whole earth, be connceted, and
preserved in close adhesion withilie central trunk ;
vwhich rose gradually alott, as they expanded ; and
grow firmer to support their surrounding weight ?
How, at present, when from all the-convertedna-
1ions of the earth, such communications are daily
forwarded to the common father of all Christians ;
could they find him ; were he still, as Peter, to be
stught for in-some obscure and casually chosen
odging ? Who would 2cay for him the postage
of such vast despatches?  'Who would assist him
in answoring the various consultations ; and in dai-
Jy ackuowledging tho numberless communications?
And heretoo we may yemark the wontlerfully fa-
cilitating advantage of the Latin tongue ; the uni-
versal and unchangeable fanguage ef the universal
and unchangeable Church, in forwarding, as
a common medium this prodifzious intercourse be-
dween all the bishops ih the known world, and their

<ommon head the Pope.. |
1t were too long to mention the numberless stri-

king instances of divine interposition in defence of
the Roman See and tetritory, when threatened with

«anger. 'We may add, however, what has happen-
wd yithin otir owg recollection. ppen

J?s?ph th.e second of Germany,having adopted the
Jeisticel principles « the mock-philosophy school;]
and wishipg to signalize his zealin their promo-
tion: in order todecatholicize, and thereby unchns-
*tanize his subjéets; began by endeavouring to
hring into disreputé, the papsl authority. To the
~piscopal seminziies; which, as well as thereligious
“rders, he strove to suppress: he substituted lay
*c'leges; in which the professors were 1nstructed
“o run down it theirlectdres, the papal jurisdie-
tion. He continuedthus, warring against religion,
All, when meditating the usurpation of the papal
eerritories, the insurrection of the pious Belgiang,
(hose who have latcly,and for thesame reasons,

! umph the virtuous and heroic pontiff from Genoa

brought him somewhat to his senses: when, his
sudden death, after all had been replaced in its an-
cient order; delivered the Pope from hismost pow-
erful and dangerous cnemy.

Bonaparte’s downtall may be also dated from his
quarrel with the Roman pontift. e never was
seen 1o thrive fromthe moment that he made the
holy father his prisoner, and nominated his infant
son the king of Rome. His quarrel with Pius the
scventh originated in the refusal ofhis holiness to
ghut at his desire, the Roman ports against the En-
glish. To England therefore was given the pow-
er of taking her revenge. fer strong arm over-
threw him onthe field of Waterloo: and after sciz-
ing her victim, and flinging him into the middle o
the Atlantic ocean; Ibeheld her conducting in tri-

to his capital, the eternal city; and replacing him,
asherffiendand ally, upon his saintly threne.
Withreason then, may weapply tothe holy father
the following words of the Saviour: Whosover shall
|fall on this stone. shallbe broken; \but on whomso-
ever it shallfall, it shall grind them to powder.
Matt. 21, 44, and also those of the prophet Isaias :
no weapon, that is formed against thee, shall pros-
per: and every tongue, that yesisteth thee in judge-
ment, thou sholt condemn. 1s. 54, 17,

The Protestant, or negative faith, refuted, and the Catholic,
or afftrmative fith, dcmonstrated from Scripture.
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XX
OF THE PROTESTANT'S RULE OF
FAITH,

Bur who can name and particularize all the Pro-
testant negafives ; the ever contradicting and con-
tradictory doctrines, ‘broached by each reformer
since Luther’s days? There is yet, however, one
negative more, which, as common to all protesting
sectaries, and the very source of all possible nega-
tives, past, present, or yet to como, deserves to be
particularly examined. It is the denial of all
church autbority to teach: the faithful what they
are to belivve, and-what they are to do, in order to
secure theix eternal salvation, The denirl of this
directive authority in the church is cor*ained in
the Protestant’s rule of faith: which is, not that,
so clearly laid down by the Saviour in scripture,
THEB VOICE OP THE CHURCH : he, who will not
Dear the church, says he, let him be untothee as a

man of sound judgement.

Experience, however, has shewn that this Pro-
testant rule of faith leaves all, who follow it, open
to every possible species of delusion. For there
16 o ervor or untruth; there is no imaginable ab-
surdity and- extravagance ; there is ne vice or
crirninal enormity 3 which thisxule may not sanc-
tion. Rauthorizes every one to father on the
scriptare his own mental aberrations, and every
blasphemy thatthe devil can suggest. He, who
misinterpreted from the beginning the werd of God
toman : and saught, by quoting scripture, to.tempt

hakea off the yoke of the deceitfid Dutchman,)

cven fhe Saviour; siill tempts, and tempts;suc-
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cessfully with the same plausible plea, all those,
who stop to listen to bis secret sly ‘expoundings.

This rule of faith, which Protestants boast hav-
ing received from Luther, is therofore well inter-
preted the key of the bottomless pit 3 the fatal key,
which was given him, who fell, like a siar from the
heavens to the carth, Apoc ix. }. For that Here-
siarch was a Mouk, a priestand adoctor in the
Catholic Church. e ranked therefore with those
whom Christ calls the light of the world. Mat. v,
14. And, as weread besidesin Daniel xii. 8, they
who are learned, shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament : and they, who instruct many to
justice, as stars for a'l.l elernity. But this key
was given him only after bis falt : when tho body’s
preponderance over the spirit, and all the weight
of his carnal propensities, having borne hiz: down-
wards from liis distinguished clevation; and ima
mersed him in the sensual enjoyments of the carth,
He was moved, like Lucifer, from his exalted
station among the sons of God ; and cast down for
his proud resistance to God’s authority ; dragging
after him, like his infernat prototype, many mil-
lions of his fellow creatures, who madly chose to
follow his refractory examplo ; and must therefore
share in the punishment of his guilt.

1t ‘was, indeed, with the same fatal key, as mx
other could fit'the infernal gate, that every pre-
cediug Heresiarch had been permitted to open only
as much of it, as gave vent to his own particular
heresy, But to Luther's keeping at last it was
wholly consigned, with power to disclose at once
the whole dark abyss ; and give free egress to all
the seductive powers it contains. It was given fo
him, that fatal key, as the distiuctive badge of his
power and pre-eminence on the side of the adver-
sary ; & power and pre-cminence the veTy reverse
of those granted by the Saviour to his chief apostle,
whose merits were all of so opposite a character.

Peter had left his all on earth to follow Christ.~—
Mat. xix. 27. Lauther had left Christ to follow the
world. He had broken through all his solemn,
vows and.sacred engagements, to indulge without:
restraint in the sensual gratifications of the flagh..
He had flung from him with scorn the yoke of
Christ, whichhe had freely put on: and, in the.
words of the enemics of God and of his Christ, was.
heard to exclaim : let us break their bonds asun-
der 3 and lct us throw their yoke from ws ! not.at
tending to what follows in the same psalm, wlich

heathen and a publican s—Mat. xviii. 17—but Zhe||he cited s0 ominously to bimsclf and his adher-
written word of scripture, as understood by everylents: ke, who dwelleth in heaven, will laugh at

them ; and the Zord will deride them.—Ps. ii. 8, 4.
Peter had operly affirmed the divinity of Christ ;.
and had thercby merited to hear himself stiled’
the rock, upon which Christsaid Ae would build Ms
church ; against whkich the gates of hell should
never prev@il—XNat. xvi, 17, Luther, by deny-
ing the truth of this promise, has given the lie dis,
rect to Jesus Christ; und thus openly denied Mis,
divinity. Luther has therefore merited fo be on
the adversary’s side, what Peter is on the side of
the Saviour: the chicf apostle of #he negative falsé-
hood 5 as Peter is of affirmative truth. ‘To cack’
then was given the key of his Muster’s Ringdalls .



