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A REFUTATION OF THE CHARGE OF RELI
GIOUS PERSECUTION URGED AGAINST
THE CATHOLIC RELIGION ;

Being ar abridgement of his fourth letter to a Pre-

bendary ; by the Right Rev. John Milner, D, D, £. S, A.

I Have had frequent opportunitics of observing, that
amongst the many foul caricatures of the religion of our
ancestors held up to public view, that which exhibits it
as a sanguinary systemn, supported by swords and mus«
kets, and surrounded with racks, gibbets, and fires, is
tho one which has becn chiefly successful in inflaming
the minds of Englishmen with hatred against it and its’
profersors : & hatrcd which they do not entertain for the
unbaptized Quarer, or the antichristian Socinian, and
which has sometimes ied them into the extremities of |
cruelty, from the mero hatred of cruclty. Those who
feel an interest or a pleasure in exciting this odium, are
fully sensiblo of its fatal efficacy. Hence, they are,
rever weary with singing the changes on the names ot
John Huss, and Jerom of Pro~uy, on the massacre of
Parisand especially on the firus of Smithfield. For the
same uncharitable purpose, we find the iywg Acts and
Monuments of John Fox, with large wooden prints of
men and women encompassed with fagguts and flamess
in every leafl of thew, chained to the desks of many
country~churches whilst abridgmerts of this inflammaos
ry work are annually issued {rom the London presses,
under the title of The Bonk of Martyrs. In the mean- |
time, it iscarefulty concealed from the houw ledge of the
public;ﬂthalholic' have suffered persecution 1 this,
very coutry, to a much greater degree than they have |

inflict=dit, and that even the various seets of Protostants '
have persecuted each other, o4 account of their religious
differences. 1o the extremity of death.
In some circumstunces it 1y bs necessary, even for’
the, sake of peace und concihanon, to enter upon that!
most odivus of topics, religious persccution, and to dotail
particulat instances of it namely, whea such statements
- contribute to x right undersianding and balancing of ac-!
counts in this matter, amongst Christians of diffsrent!
commudions, and thereby to the cutting away of one of :
the maost virulent sources of religious animasity which |
subsist among them. !

{tis (ur thie concilintory purpose, and not for that of
reproach or recrimination, that { shall cater more at
large into this subject of persecution.

The adversaries of the Catholic professto prove, that
persecution ix a tenet of their faith, from the fact of
thewr-having persecuted heretics in ail parts of Europe

In the first place, ii the mero fact of Catholics having
used violence against persons of a different commun ion,
were a proof that persccution is a tenet of their fuith,
as you argue, this would clearly prove, that the same
doctrine equally makes part of the ereed of almost all
denominations of Protestants, It cannot be effaces from
the records of history, that wherever the Reformers
of the sixtcenth and seventeanth centuries became the
triumphant party, not content with the free exercr-cs of
their own religion, they violently averturned that of their
arcestors, and carrird on the most severe and oppressive
persecution ngainst those who continued to adhere to it
‘This was the case in England, Scotlnd,® Frauce,}
Ireland,t Germany, the Low Counties, SSweden, Dens
mark, Switzerland, Geneva, &e. though in different

* The reformation may be said to have begun n Scotland,
by the as<assination of Cardinal Beatoun, in which Knox was
a party, and to which Fox, in Ins Acts and Monuments, says,
the murderers were instigated ¢ by the spint of Gud.” In
1560, the parlisment at one and at ‘the same time, decreed
the establishment of' Calvinism, and the punishiaent of death
againstithe ancient.religion. “\With such indecent haste,”says
Robertson, * did the very persons who had just escaped ecele-
siastical tyrangy proceed to imitate the example,” Hist.
of Scotl, Sezalzce the answetr of the presbytery to the Kiny
and Council, in 1588, concerning the Catholie Ea.ls of Hunt.

ly, Brrol, &c. viz. that “ as they had been guilty of wolatry, |

& crime desvrving of death, the civil power could not spare
them.”

1 In France it is well known, that wheeever the Huguenats
carried their victorious arms agmainst their sovereran ey pro-
hibited the exercise of the Catholic religiun, shughtered the

pricats and religious, burned the churches and convents, due |

up the dead to mase builets of their leaden coffins, &ec.  Sse
Maimburg, Hist. Calvinism. Thuanus, ist. I xxx1. One
of their own writers, Nic. Froumenteay, confesses,that in the
single province of Dauphiny, they killed 258 pricsts and 119
monks or ftiars. Livde. Fiaance. In thoe scenes, the fa.
mous Baron Des Adrets signalized los barbarity ; furciug hus
Catholic prisoncrs to jump from the towers upon the pikes
of his soldiers, and oblizing his own chuldren to wash their
hands in the blood of Catholics,

3 The penal laws were in general no less severely cxercised
against the catholics of Ireland, thoush they constituted the
body ofthe people, than they were against those of BEaeland.
Dr. Curry has preserved (amongst a great many other suffer-
era in the same cause,) the names of ty caty-seven privsts, or
religious, who saffered death, on account of their relion,
the reagn of Elizabeth.  Hist. of Civil Wars of Ireland, vol.
1.p 8. Spondanus and Pagn: relate the hornd cruelties exer.
cised by Sie. W, Drury. on F. O'Harle, O. S. F. the Catho.
lic arciidishop of Caslie!. who, falling into the hands of this

! sangumnary govaraor, in the year 1570, was first tortured, by

his lews being immersed m jackboots, il
water, &c. until they were barnt to the by
him to take the vath of supremacy,
cumnstances of barbarity, exce
viously cited Diury tomeetln

ed with quics-lune,
1y 121 ozder to fores
and then with other o=
uted at the gallows; having pre-
mat the triounal of Citrist within
ten days, who accordingly died within that pertod, amidat the
most excrucinting pains. Scemn Bourk's Hibernia Deminicana,
a much longer and 2 more detailed aceount of Insh suiferers,
especially in Llizabetas roign, on the scare of rehiomon. It
was a ugual thing tobeat with stones the shorn heads of thar
clergy, till their brains gushed omte Others hiad needles
thrust under their nasls, or the nails themseives were torn ofl.
Mauny were stretched onthe rack, or pressed under weaghts.
Others had their howels torn open, which they were obli
cd ta support with their hands, or their flesh torn with curroe
coinbe, -
§ Protestants speak with horror of the persocution in the
Iow Countries by the Duke of Alva, who i3 said to have de.
hwered 18,000 heretics to the exccntioners. | heartily jon
in condemmng and excenting the sangunary vengeance ot

from the decrees of councils, the declarations of popes,
the establishment of tribunals, and the assertions of
writtrs ofthe lighest authority with them. I now under-
take fo furnish an answer on each onc of these heads,
rter lamenting that it unavoidably requices more leisure
and pains to refute calumnies, than it does to advanc
them, ‘

the Spznish governor and government, against their seditious
subjects of the Calvinistical persuasion: ut to furm an ade.
quate judgment i this case, it iz proper to atiend to the pro.
vocations which the former had received trom the latter. Not
to mention,then, the conspuracy of Carli, and Risot, to neeassi-
nate the Duke of Alva himeelf, at the monastery of Groontelt,
nexr Bruedels, it is certain that one class of eformers had
endeavonred to_erect the same fanatical and bloody kingdom

1in Holland, which. Jobn of Leyden actmlly established at

Munster, crying out, that God had Riven up the country to them,

manners, aad with different degress of violenec,
several sects of Protestants hava,” in many placea and
upon priniple, persecuted ench other to the extremities
of exile, perpetunl imprisonment and death.®

and that vengeance awaited all who would goin thea, Is
wasan ordinaey thing with them to assanit the clergy mn the
discharge of' their functions, and the air resounded with theie
criesy of Rill the yriests, kdl the monks, ill the magistrates.
I'hese viol nees {mcume more common as the Rcl‘(’nrmutluu
extended itsel™v ider. Wherever Vandermerk and Sonoi, both
of them heut 1nts to the Prince of Orange, carned their
armg, they anifusmly put to death 1n cold blood all the priesty
and rehigious they couid lay their hauds upon, us ut Oudenard,
Ruremond, Dort, Middlebsury, Dellt, and Shogoven,  see
hst. Ref, des Pays Bas. by the Protestant minister’Dz Beandt,
also Dr. Pattison in lvs Jérusalem and Babel, p.asr&e, A
late celebrated biographer, Folier, Dict. Hist. art. Toled.,
eays, that Vandermerk slaughtered more unoffending Catho.
lic priests and peasants in the vear 1572, than Alva executed
Protestants during hus whole government. He mives us,in the
$A010 passage, & cuploks extract from D'Abrege dePHist. de ia
Hollande, par Mons, Kerrouv, in which tins Protestant writer,
who professes to write from judicial records stid extant.draws
a wost frigh.ful picture of the ifernal barbanities of Sonor, on
the Cathulic peasants of North Holland. Lle says that seme

of these, after undergoing the torments of scourges and the
(Tack, were envelopedin sheets of linen that had been steeped
in apuits of wine, which bewng wflamad, they were nuserably
scorched to death; that others, after being tortured with burn.
ing sulphur and tarches  the tenderest parts of their bodies,
were made to du for want of sleep, executioners belng placed
on guard over them to beat aud torment them, with clubs and
other weapons, whenever exhausted nature seemed ready to
-@ink into forzetfulness; that several of them were fed with
nothing bu* salt Lerrings, withouta drop of water or any othes
hquid, uati! they eupared with thirst; finnlly, that others were
stung to death by wasps, or devoured.alive by rate, which
were condaed in cofius with them. Amongst the crualies
there resunted, some are of so wdecent o nature, that they
will not tiear repeatiag, and those which occur above are only
mentioned, to induce Protestant writers to join with me in
burying the odious names of Alva and Sonoj 1u equal oblivion,

* .umongst the more ilustrions foreign Protestants,who suft
fered deatn oy the vielence of uiler Protestants, it is propes
10 mention the names of Servetus. Geatths, Felix Mans, Rot.
man, Baraevelt, &c, not to mention Bolsce, Grotius, &e.,
who were banished, orotheruise persacuted, forthetr rehiatons
opinions.  The follow nyr isa mare cireLastantial 2ceount of
the persecution, which somy Protestants have exercised upon
others i this country, than 1s contaned 1n the passage abnve
quo'ed.  In the ro'on of Bdward VI viz. in the year 1550,
six anabaptists were coudemned by Archbishop” Cranmer,
some of Whom recanted and carned” faggots, i sign of ther
having smered bumniag: and. one ofthem, a womza, Juan
Knell, was actmally birnt alive, The follow.ug year, George
Pans was cordemned, and snifered in the same manner—Ser
Stowe’s Awnls. Duning the reign of Elizaboth, jn the vesr
1573, Poter Barchet, a peatieman of the Middie Temple, was
examined on thescorce of heiesy, by Riward Sands, Ihshop
of London, but recanted lus opimons.  In 1575, twenty-severw
hieretics wire at on2 time, cleven at another & five at atind,
condomned for ther errors, mast of' them by the same Pro.
testant brshop.  Of these, twenty wore whipped and bamish.
¢d, others hore thero fagyots, and two of them, John Paterson

and Henry "Tarvwort, were batut to death 1 Smathfield, In
V593, 3ot Lewes,  fur denyiny the godiead of Christ,”
’suys Stowe, wes burned at Norwich: at which place, also
Franas Ket, M. A. suifered the same kind of death, jor
simular opivons, in 1579, P'wo years afterwards, William
Hacket was hanged, for heresy, in Cheapeide. Five othera
aaffered death in tns reiun tor being Brown:sts, viz Thacker,
Copping, Greenweod, Barrow, und Peary. The above par
ticulary, may be seen in Stowe, Brandt, Limborch, Collier,
Neals, &e. "UnderJames 1, Legot <omplaired loudiy of their
sufferings, and panticululy that four of their number, Leigh.
ton, Bucton. Pryae, and Bastwicy, wera cropped of their cxra
and set in the pillozve—Lunboreh, ITist of Inquis. Neale, e
\When the Presbiyterinns afterwaeds got the upper hand, they
continied ta put Catiohes to death, and treated those of
the former establishinent with almost equal dcverity 5 at the
same time appoint-ny days of humniliation and fasting, to beg
God's patdon for not being more’intolerant.—See Neale's
Hist. of Puritans, also Hist. of Churchies of England and
Scotland, vol, jii., &c. The editor of De Launc's Llca for
Nonconformists, save; tha
testantsut dissenters, who perished in prison in that single
relgn (viz. of Charles 11), merely for dissenting from the
Church.—Pref. p.2. He adds, thet ofe of their people
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tthis writer was oncof 8,000 ‘Pro™—



