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-use of a gentleman's library is extended
t-) bis lriends." After bis death the
building was closed for repairs, and
lias not sitice been formially re-operied.

''le House of the temple is a massive
red brick of three stories, Iettered over
the entrance with a [-ebrev inscription
in gold. Ponderous doors open into a
at tiled lobbly tlit opeCns, in turn, to a
vastipartit-àcîrt containing the librarians'
desk, where books niust be returtied
before selecting others. Over this desk
is abronzeblust of General Pike, and
zirranged in alcoves along the enitire
side of one w~alI are the %vorks of fiction
that iii bis day wvere banishced fromn the
shelves. r[h1e it)rary proper is a stili
more spacious roomn beyond, wvith al-
coves runining arounid the walis fromn
floor to ceiling, except wvhere a narrow
stairway %vinds to thc galleries above.

'['lie large and mnagnificent collection
of books thiat fill the shielves of this
library is being constantly increased
1)oth by purchase and donation. 'I'ere
is no pritited catalogue, but as eacli
subjeet is classified alphabetically, ac-
cording to works and autlîors., a sligbit
explanation froîîî the librariani, Mr. WV.
L Boyden, furnishes one with a key.
An especially hielpful feature is this ar-
rangement of wvlat mnighit be called the
reference bureau, whiere, hesides the
usual data, one cari find 1)rief indexed
information of every subject under the
sun), and many curious surinises as to
affairs above ir.

FOLK LORE 0F ALL LANDS.

Added to a seemningly e- dless gather-
ing of books, journals and mianuscripts
of Masonic lore in Linglish, Frenclh,
and Amiericani editions, there are his-
tories of aIl races, togerher with their
folk lore and local chroniclings. Gener-
,il Pike>s records of the counties, sbires
and dialects of England being the finest
in this country, it is said. In the poet's
corner, fromi first, to last, are the ernin-
ent bards of aIl countries, while the se-
lectioti of old dramatists is practically
complete. T1his rare and costly collec-
tion includes a copy of Moliere's plays
that belonged to gay, wicked de Pom-

,pidour, lier naine being wvritten on the
tite p.-ges, and lier shamne-bought coat of
aris. blazoned on eachi back.: As you
open tie cover you almost sec the bro-
caded nîiistress of L.ouis step tninuet-
fashioni froîuî is leaves.

On the fly leaf of another b>ook is the
signature of dear, dear Horace Walpole,
bis ownL letters being near nieiglîbor
anîd there is a curious copy of tire
Lord's I'rayei n 155 languages <Prince
Eugene B3onapa)rt's private edition) that
cost $400 iii gold. 'l'ere are old vol-
umies iii Uie lihrary wvorth twice that
aniount, for (,en. Pike %vas a princely
bookwornm, baving spent $i 3,000 O11
bis collection in a single year alone.

Besides bundreds of Aniericani and
EI'nglishl iniagazi-nes, bound froni the flrst
nutwber to the last, one finîds iii the
lowver gallery, lbooks and books of
travels, the chronicles of garrulous
old Froissart anîd DeCornynes, a delici-
ous jumible of opera scores, sagas, leids
and ballads aiid creepy old legends of
gbiosts and w"ier-wo1ves and broomstick
wvitcbes, inost of Uîem out of print.

RARE OLD ROMANCES.

Iii a beautiful, silent corner of Uic
upper galleî-y you comie across original
editions of old romances of chivalry,
somne of tleie witlî illuminations that
are a feast of Colo-, others wvUlî queer-
pictured kniglits riding througlî volume
after volume ; white steeds for the Sir
Galilbads wh'o fought;for God and their
ladies, and coal-black chargers for the
rnedioevaliashers who loved and rode
thieir îvay. You do flot wonder that
" the lighits burned bNue iii the castle
hall," wlîen you rneet Alonzo the Brave
racing throughi a black churchyard with
a fair but ver)' properly shrieking Imo-
gyene clasped tight, tigl-a, in his skeleton
armour ; and îvhen at last you corne
to dear, ridiculo.,s Anmadis de Gaul,
singing beneath a latticed window you
think bard things of Cervantes as you
close the old book with a sigh.

A glass door ini the upper gallery
leads into a suite of comnîittee rooms,
each laid îvith bright carpets, and fur-
nislîed wvith substantial desks an d chairs.

365


