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TOPICS FOR THE WEEK.

Agricultural News and Comments.

Adulterating flour with whiting seems to be in-
creasing un the Continent. Milers and bakers
are frequently recaiving circulars offering whiting
for muxing purposes.  In France, recently, people
eating bread, made from flour containing 45 per
cent. of whiuing, were taken very 1ll.  The law,
however, 15 very strict against such adulteration.
The seven persuns found guilty in connection
with the abuve adulteration were fined from
Z1:0 to foo each. besides imprisonments
ranging from six months to two years.

The dairymen and farmers of New Zealand are
maintaining & steady fight against the steamship
companics with a view to vbtain.ng better freight
rates on products seat from hat colony to
Great Binain.  The tiade has also been ham-
pered Ly the uregulanty with which the steam-
e1s have saled. Last seasun a reduction of 7d.
per bos was oblamed on ocean freght rates for
butter.  This season it 15 uxpected that  there
will Lt saiings of steamers regularly every fort-
night.

There arc now 2,460 Mennonite families in
Manituha, numbering 20,000 souls. In 1874
taiere were only 180 families. They have at
present under cultivation 235,160 acres of land.
Tast year they harvested 3.500.000 bushels of
gran exzlusive of flax. Of flax they raised yso,-
oo bushdds. They own 11,000 horses, 8,300
cows, and 1o,000 young cattle.  In 1874 5 6 they
borrowed $1y3.c00 from the Duminion Guvern-
ment at g per cent. interest, and from their breth-
ren of Waterloo, Ont, $20,000 without interest.
In aRat they had repard the whole amount of
these loans with nterest, and  they are now quite
frec frem debt, and prosperous in every respect.

Nine out of ten breeders are breeding for the
market, yet cight out of the nine rarely consult
matket requirements in the choice of brood
mares, or in the sclection of a stallion.  Breed-
cts of hagh class cattle cater to the tastes and re
quirements of those buyers most. likely to pay
remuricrauve prices, and breeders of horses in-
tended for market should follow their example.

A chalder is a term used in reguiating the
amount of “stipend a minister in Scotland receives.

Its value is based upon the average prices for a
penod of seven years of barley and oatmeal. The
average prices and the value of a chalder are ar-
ranged vy the Frar courts 1n each county, and
consequently the amouni a ancister mught receive
in one county would be larger than one might re-
cewve in another county. The value of a chalder
has been sicadily decreasing for the last thirty
years and a movement 1s on foot to do away with
the systeu.

It 15 claimed in some centres of Great Britain
that wheat will not fall very much in price till about
Septewaber, if at dues then,  The grounds upun
which this opinion 1s based are that the world's
wheat crop of 1897 was at least 210,000,000
bushels below that of 1840, * Remainders " frum
former harvests decreased by 150,000,000 hushels
during the 1896 ¢; harvest year, lcaving prob.bly
the smallest remamnder since 1880. In Furope
the stocks in growers and dealers’ hands are smaller
than at any time within thirty years. Al this
being so it is expected that the present harvest will
be called upon to supply a harvest year of thirteen
months. In the face of the present condition of

. the wheat market and crop prospects this seems

to be a too sanguinary view.

The w.jonty of people eat more meat than
they require. 1LIrat eaten once a day is sufficient
for a person not engaged in manual labor or who
does not take much outdoor excrcise. For persons
whose work lies cheefly indoors a mixed and varnied
diet 15 most conducive to good aealth. Good ripe
fruit 1s a wholesome diet at all ticaes whether a
person works out or in doors.

In Nebraska an Agnicultutal Students’ Co-oper-
atve Association has beuu formed for the purpose
of ¢cncouraging, after they have returned to the
farm, 2 continuation of the habits ot study and
expenimentation that have been formed by the
siudents of the agnculiwal college.  In this the
students of the Nebraska Colle ge are following the
example of our own students of the Ontario Agn
cultural College whern the Expenmental Union
was organized some years ago.  There can be no
doubt as 10 the benefits to be denved from such
organizations.

A lasting test of the value of an animal is that it
shows off to as good advantage outside of the
show ring as it dues in it.  When we find a show
animal duving so we may cunclude that it has
quahties of the highest kind. But such is not
alwavs the ease Very often 2.2 animal, and moic
parucularly a horse, that shows off to splendid ad-
vantage in the ring may do the very reverse a few
days atter the show 1s over. This may be cither
the fault of the animal or the owner. Probably
more of the latter.

Some peculianties of breeds breed out pretty
eastly after two or three generations, but there are
others which persist after the oniginal blood which
put them into power has become very -much
diluted. If the more desirable peculiarttics are
retained, all well and good ; but if, after a couple
of generauons, the undesirable traits remain, it
will be well to discard the ammals of that stiain
for some others with better records.

In Austria and Germany sugar bects are largely
grown, In the former country the farmers received
for beet roots 78,000,000 florins, which is said to
have been 40,000,000 more than would have been
obtained Jf the same area had been planted with

wheat. Last year's export of beetroot sugar from
Austria reached y4,000,000 florins, and the exports
for the last thirty years totalled 1,177 nullion
florins. In Austria the cost of cultivation, indlud-
ing rent, taxes, and delivery, averaged about £1u
pec acre, in Ger vany, about 12 12s. In Ire
land, where an effort 1s being made o develop the
beet-sugar industry, it is estimated to cost f13
peracre.  On the continent the factunies pay the
farmer from 17s. to 41 a ton for sugar hecets, and
the grower gets the pulp and the leaves.

The Export Bacon Trade.

PRobUoli
TROLETE

Tuo MUCH INFLRINR QUAL 11N CORN

AND CUOVER FLEIING CAVSING

Our eaport bacun trade 15 growing 10 impurtance
every year.  Though tlus 15 50, and though Cana-
dian bacon is gradually gaming an enviable pose-
tion 1n the Bniush markets, the fact must not be
lost sight of for a moment that, 1n order to retain
the position we have gained, and to develop the
trade suill further, there must be everlasting vigi-
lance on the part of every one connccted with
the industry. The farmer who grows and feeds
the hogs, the drover who buys and ships the
hogs, and the packer who kills and prepares the
hogs fur the British markets have certain speci-
fic duties to perform, and upon the manner in
which each one performs h s duties will depend
the present and future success of the industry
These three factors must work in harmeny and
in perfect understanding with each other, not only
for the good of the trade as a whole, but for their
own good and profit. Quality counts in this trade
as well as in anything else, and the real quality s
given to bacon when the hog is under the fataer’s
comtrol, and 1s heing fed and cared for by him.
The farmer, then—a fact which many of them do
not realize---is the important iactor in the devdlop
ment of the export bacon trade. Al the packer
cau do is to cure the bacon properly when it gets
into his hands. If the farmer does not supply him
with a typical bacon hog, properly fed, the packer
cannot supply the kind of bacun which the British
market demands

We had the pleasure last weck of an intenview
with Mr. ].W. Flavelle, manager of the Wm. Davies
Packing Co., who has recently returned from a
business tnp to Great Bntamn. Though M,
Flavelle speaks encouragingly of the future of the
Canadian bacon trade, yet 1wt 1s not ail smooth
saithng, and our farmers hiave a greau deai to icarn
yet in regard to growing and feeding the bacun
hog. The chief dithculuies with the trade at pres
ent are an over production of small sides made
from hogs weighng trom 150 to 100 pounds and
serious losses from a suft and sccondary quahity of
bacon.

There is a linited market for these smail sides,
but when tius marker is over-suppled, a loss to
the shipper is certain to result.  Such s the case
at the present time, and there have been serous
losses to packers during the past few months, be-
cause altogether too many hogs have been pre
pared and finished for market weighing between
150 and 160 pounds.

In addition to the above, Mr. Flavelle states
that their firm has never had such difficulty with
soft hogs as duning the past four wecks. This
trouble is entirely due to faulty feeding, and at
the moment 1s largely the result of free feeding of
corn and clover,

The packer in this country must of necessity



