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obstacles which theair efforts are required to overcomre. The teaci-
er's labor is expenided for two purposes-lor nutralizing opposinlg
influences, and for the developnent of proper habits, but shouM
the forces tou overcono be equal to, or greater, than the nieutral-
izinmg agent, tie bothr powers are actuaIly reduced ta zero ; or the
btter is svwallowed up in the itnpetuosity of the -worse. In estimua.
ting the intihence of any, therefore, we munt consider along with tire
visible results for good thre nuiuber and extent of opposing forces
and the aniount of their influence actually cancellèd.

Many active and earneet teachers become discouraged at the
scantiness of the visible resuits of their labors-they guard, they
admonish, they instruct, they educate, and then thay very naturally
anticipate that they miay reap a golden harvest of virtue and intel-
lect, but too frequently discover that idl their well directed exer-
tions have been only reducing the sable vail of ignorance, that ail
their zeal, admonitions and prayers have been scarcely sufficient ta
quench tire fires of vice.

Some of the most inveterate and most invincible difficulties with
which tire educators of the day meet, are the popula'rity of spurious
literature, the vulgarity in our colloquial conversation, and the
habits of wickedness and indifference, which are acquired by pupils
from the deficiency and inefliciency of discipline and government in
the family circle. Let us not be disheartened however, thoughr we
cannot remove those barriers of opposition-they are not ta be
removed. By our influence we can educate the populace in such a
way that the dignity and virtue of the public mind will soar above
the loftiest summits of vice. Th work is a great and a noble one,
and as all such works are tire children of time as well as of action,
we nay nat see the ultimate result of our labors. We nay rely
however that wo have taken the only sure way of removing vice and
establishing virtue, viz:-by educating the maiss. The nsie of
applying the cure and of overcoming these and other difficulties-
are as varied in their character as are the exigencies from nthichr
these originate, and as the subject under consideration requires to
be discussei in the general we it present defer from descending ta
rainute detail. But as this is the professional secret that strength-
ens and sustains the mighty influence of the teacher-we nay be
permitted to offer a few suggestions.

It would appear that many of our teachers loso too mrrucih tame
and labor in securing obedience ta laws and rules, so linited in
thoir compass and so peculiar in their application that it would re-
quire as many of tirent pasted togather ta caver the events and
emnergencies of a man's life for a singl'e day, as it would bricks to,
build a castle. And granting that it were possible to inivenit a
sufficient number of specific ruies, cures, antidores, cosmtitics, and
tonics to correct, purify, beautify, elevate the samural, naturl, and
physicat or.ganiza.ion of man, what would you have for your
pains? We would have an animated automationi, whose every act
would be governed by an inflexible and inposinmg law, ail tire naob-
lity of his character, and dignity of his aind tiamred hy the icy
hand of Draconic legislation-such a being is not a maan. But tihe
abject; of al true educational influences is ta develop tire perfection
of man, therefore such a course of law-giving anitagonizes our owna
influence for good, and defeats its own object. 'e can teach a
parrot to lisp, a monkey ta walk a rope, or an elephant ta dance, but
this does not make nen of tirem. Man i ta be distinguishred fromn
the lower creation by the powers of self-government, self.instruc-
tion, and by the recognition of an individual responsibility for hIis
act. By the freedom of his deportment, and not .byrendering pas.
sive obedience to any code of imnutable laws-like Sam Weller,
bowing allegianceto every wink of our master.

Man as part of the created systen is composed of minad and mat-
ter, and as rind always governs and regulates the action of matter;

it follows logically that7all the actions of muan are eff'ected through
the medium of his niinad. and miay.also.deduco that, rafor.is in his
actions ara to be dffiYcted.by first reforming tire governinig body.

A teacher requires to bu a practical mental philosopher. He
should clearly understand the difilerent actions of the mind, and
carefully study the relations between thought and action. By the
possession of this knowledge ie will strengthen and increase hie
control and influence. He will cease nultiplying special laws, and
adapt ont. principle so general in its character, and so comprehen-
sive in its inport, that it will it once embraîce ail human actions
and feelings. This law may bu experience in one w ord. Let reason
control.will. This is'.essenatially a law of exanmple.whatever minor
assiNtànice it may receive fromt precept. Let the teachar at al
tines and untier ail circumstances b maaazster of hinself, and his in.
fluence will certainly tend towards instructing his pupils in the art
of self-governnent--tlhe fundamental principle in ail gavernment.
Ruskin allows that you can by education nake either a tool or a
man of any hunan being, and this lias bean interpreted to man that
if you tenaci hini to cling ta his mother's apron-string, or his mas-
ter's coat-tail, you miake him a tool: but if you teach him to govern
himself; then youwgive to the world a man. »The tuist glorious
object of ail education is the perfection of nmankind, and although
we cannot agree witi Shelley, who believed perfection attainable on
earth, yet we know that it can be inproved. We are the educa-
tors of our country, and if we are not the pillars of State, we are
moast certainly the architects.wlho design the castles, and iow the
pillars. Our influence will not end aven with timae, but will bear
fruit in eternity. " The mmeniory of thre righteous shall be. blessed
but the nrame of the wicked shall rot in oblivioni."

Century after century has passed since prophets lived and died,
yet their.influence is alive. L Tire famre of Shakespeare, Milton,
Blurns,-Calvin, Luther, Joan of Arc, and Elizabeth is l y bright-
oning by the sweep of timte. Lut it then ba our luftiest aima, our
ir.at deepl mencsed influence, to instinct iumaaar.iatyrgovern its
fetags, to- regulate its anbitioa, aind t criicisu its nctons, and
we shall have little reason tu be asalmziued of our prufession-the
noblest and the best.
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CANADrAN AND NeV 0.mA Rti ea:.

. Britamnia needs na buliwar,
No towars along the steup;
Ber muarch is o'er tha mouttinave,
ler home is on the deep.
Vith thunders froi laur native oak,

Sheo quells thre floods beiow,-
As they roar aon tire shore,
When th stormy winds do blonv
When tihe battlu rages loud and Jong,
Anad the stormuy winids du blow.

The neteor flag of Engl.md.
Sitll yet terrifie burn,
Till.rdanger*'s troumbled niglt depari,
And the star of peaco return.


