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Harvest Operations.

Before this article will be in the hands of vur
alers the cutting of wheat, and probably in
me cases carly peas and harley, will have
mmenced over counsiderable areas of the coun-
. Indeed we have already scen a sample of
eat cut a the neighbourhoud of Toronto wn
:11th inst., which was perfectly ripe and dry,
dfit for the miller; and further to the west
¢ season is several days in advance of this
int. A good deal has been said and written
the yuestion of the proper time fur cutting
eat or other grainj; some writers recom
nding two wecks, three weels or a munth
vre the grain is fully ripe, for the operation,
ese very early dates might answer for a moist

ate, of comparatively luw temperature, like
tof the British Islands, where grain matures
wly. But in this countcy the ripening pro-
515 so rapid that, in ordinary scasuns, the
¢ open for deliberation on the subject is very
ited. On an average of seasons the length
time which elapses from the shuotiug of fall
eat into the ear till it becomes fully ripe and
3 50 that there could be no difference
nion on the question, is about five, or at most

weeks,  When the kernel is just about
ving the milky state and acquiting the con-
ency of tough dough, so that when crushed
ween the finger and thumb it has a greasy,
1y feeling, the crop may he cut safely. It
- ot lose from skhrinkage cut at that period;
bran will be thinner, the flour whiter, and

the straw more valuable for fodder, and there
will be less waste in gathering, than if left
standing much longer. In about a week or ten
days after the grain is in the state desc-ibed, or
if the weather is very hot, even in less time, the
crop will be perfectly ripe and dry, when to
leave it standinz any lonzer would entail certain
loss and increased difficulty in harvesting. The
same remarks will apply, in their general prin-
ciples, to the othersorts of grain.

Where fields ate tolerably smooth and free
fium obstructions, and particularly where the
breadth of erop is large, harvesting operations
are very much facilitated and cconomized by the
use of the improved 1aping uachines, with the
addition of the raling or binding apparatus,
wud there is probably less waste with a good
machine, than with any suit of hand labor. But
where the work has to be perfurmed by hand
there is a surprising degree of difference, in re-
gawd tu the preventing of waste, between the
wotk of good Lauds, with proper touls, and the
grain not toy ripe, and work dune under the
contrary circumstunces.  Whete slovenly hende
and indifferent tools are cmployed, and the
grain has Leen allowed to become tvo ripe, the
waste is often much more than would have paid
for the work being done in the best manner,
aud at the best time.  The sheaf should be neatly
raked together, not too large, well bound, and
the scatterings on the ground where it has been
ticd rahed un into the nextsheaf. Before night,
orsvoner if there is an appearance uf rain, all
that is cut should be placed in the shock, or



