28 THE BATTLE OF YORK

damage done to those who were in the neighbour-
hood was by the falling stones,

That the explosion was premature is beyond ques-
tion, as shown by a number of our own men having
been killed. Some have thrown doubt on this, and
General Dearborn, writing from York on the follow-
ing day, says: “The enemy set fire to their maga-
zine too soon; they destroyed many of their own
men.” He also reports the numher as being forty.
That would include, no doubt, a number of the
wounded who had been carrvied in from the west-
ern battery, whose condition, as seen by a by-
stander, when being carried in through the gate
of the garrison is deseribed as most terrible,
blackened and wounded by the explosion, particu-
larly one poor fellow who was brought in on a
wheelbarrow. Captain Loring, the aide-de-camp
of General Sheaffe, who was superintending the
retreat, was himself severcly wounded and his
horse killed under him. The annals of the Loyal
and Patriotic Society record payments made to
relatives of those who were killed by this second
explosion. DBoth sides had suffered, for the effect
was terrific. “ The water,” says Ingersoll, ¢ shook
as with an carthquake, and stones and rubbish were
thrown as far as the decks of the vessels near the
shore.” Pike and Shepherd were Loth crushed by
falling stones. The militiaman was carried away
in the arms of his fellow soldier, Joseph Dennis, of
Birchwood Western, and died a few hours after-
wards. Pike, mortally crushed, was being carried
to the shore, when hearing the shouts of the victors,



