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CHAPTER XV.

NAVIGATION OF THE SASKATCHEWAN.
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Navigable from head of Grand Rapids, near Lake Winnipeg, to Tobem'R
Falls.—Above them to Cole's Falls for steamers.—No interruption thence to

Edmonton, and probably thence to near Rocky Mountains.—Compared with
the Rlione and Rhine and Ohio 62

CHAPTER XVI.

PKOPOIJTION OF FKBTILE LANDS ON S0i:TH HALF OF CENTRAL PRAIKIE COUNTRY.

Captain Palliser's estimate of proportion of fertile and arable and infertile lands

explored, and description.—Is limited to country south of line of strong

woods.—Does not include north half of central prairie country—Finds fer-

tile land equal to three times the size of Upper Canada from Kingston to

Sarnia.—Great infertile region—Difference of opinion as to its value.—Com-
pared witli " Perpetual Steppes " of Russia 64

i'HAPTER XVII.

CENTRAL I'RA;RIE COTNTRY—NORTH HALF, BEAVER RIVER.

Beaver River, length of course.—Part only in this territory.—Drains part of
the same Silurian plain as the Saskatchewan—Same formation and soil, but
with little prairie.—Cultivation —Rich fisheries 67
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CHAPTER XVII I.

RIVEB ATHABASCA AND COUNTRY.

River Athabasca. —Source in moimtains.—Course, length.—Majestic stream.
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Fluid Bitumen.—Mr. Pond's garden.—Limestone prevalent and bitumen.
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Lignite coal.—Prairies interspersed continuously.—Extracts of D. Thompson's
journal describing country and climate.—River Athabasca and Pembina.—-
Rich soil.—Rich coal bed on Pembina.—Beautiful scene and prairie ground
at Methy Portage 68
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PKACK RIVBR.

Peace River source beyond the Ro<rky Mountains.—Course, length.—Is main
branch of McKenzie.—Delta and country up to falls generally wooded
and low.—Extensive prairies each side.—Higher above the falls, good


