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—whether " out of hand " or not we cannot tell—by
the excellent clergyman of Pine Point settlement. On
the same day, and the same hour, March Marston was

married—" out of hand," also, no doubt—to the vision

in leather

!

There was something rather precipitate in these

proceedings, unquestionably; but those who feel dis-

posed to object to them must bear in mind, first, that

backwoodsmen are addicted to precipitancy at times

;

and, secondly, that facts cannot be altered in order

to please the fastidious taste of the so-called civilized

world.

Public opinion in the settlement was strongly in

favour of the doings of the Wild Man of the West.

Delay was deemed by all to be unnecessary, and all

the more so that the double wedding-day was to be

celebrated as a species of public events

The romance connected with the previous life of

Dick, and especially his singular and unexpected return

to his first love, created quite a sensation, even in a

region in which wild deeds and wonderful events were

so common that it required a man to be a real hero

to enable him to rise conspicuous above his fellows.

Many trappers came in from a considerable distance

to take part in [the rejoicings of that day, and from

the dance which followed the ceremony there was not

absent a living creature belonging to the settlement.

Every dog was there, of course, adding its vocal

melody to the dulcet tones of the blacksmith's violin.


