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fpop that was fent after Knight and Barlow: but
in all the difcourfes about the®: and other expedi-
tions, there was ro mention of the Company’s in-
clination to difcover a north-weft paffage, nor of
any atterpt that they had ever made for that pur-

pole. :
To converfe with an Indianis a great crime,.
but to trade with him for a fkin is capital, and pu-
nifhed by a forfeiture of all wages. If a fervant is:
‘guilty of theft, or any act that would be deemed
grofs felony by the laws of England, and fubject
him to capital punifhment, the governor only:
whips him, and atterwards fends him home. to be
profecuted by the Company: but from a miftaken
lenity, or for fome fecret reafons, they proceed no
farther than a- quiet difmiffion from theirfervice:
There are inftances of this within my own know-
fedge,and I never heard of a fingle one to the
contrary. But men are generally tenacious of their
own.interefts, and if they are worthy members of
the community, muft fhrink at admitting. into:
it one whom- they. know to be a villain, and fuffer-
.ing him to live at large when the law has put it in-
their.power to cut him off, or at leaft to fligma-
tize him with marks of public infamy. The natu-
ral conclufion; therefore, is, that the Company are
unwilling to try the iffue of a legal procefs, left by
any accidental mention of their tranfactions in the
Bay, their whole condué fhould be too nicely fcru-
tinized, and their right to an exclufive trade ex~
amined and fet afide. ‘

‘Many other important obfervations were made by:

me-during my firft abode in this country, and many-
well-attefted accounts given me by the Company’s
fervants : but as they will be more fuitably con- -
nected with what happened to me in the time of my
fecond refidence there, 1 have chofen to incorporate:
‘ .  them:



