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that two canoes were speeding down the rapids Daulac hastily
concealed a few of his men near the shore, where he thought the
Iroquois would land after their exhausting labors, ordering them
to be ready to fire on the foe,and if possible to allow none to escape.

The ambushed party waited patiently for their victims, who were
not long in appearing, their canoes bounding down the seething
water. Daulac had chosen the spot for ambush well, for the Iro-
quois turned their canoes to the shore just at the point where he
expected them. As they were about to land Daulac’s men fired a
too hasty volley, and some of the Indians escaped to the forest before
the Frenchmen had time to pursue them or to re-load their guns.
The Indians who escaped rushed up the Ottawa to warn their com-
panions. Burning for revenge, the whole party straightway broke
up camp, launched their canoes, and paddled swiftly towards the
‘“Long Sault.”

The French, with their Indian allies, after this attack set to work
to prepare their morning meal, when suddenly they were interrupted
by the news that a fleet of almost one hundred canoes was already
on its way down the Sault. Scarcely had the alarm been given
when the foremost boats were seen in the distance. For a moment
they all stood watching the canoes as they came skimming, dancing,
shooting, down the turbulent waters, now swiftly gliding over some
calm stretch, then rushing with race-horse speed towards a boulder,
only to be turned aside at the right moment by the skillful paddle
of the steersman ; again plunging down some little waterfall and
sending the spray about their prows like the foam on the mouth of
a spirited charger,

As soon as they began to reach the smooth water at the foot of
the rapids, the anxious watchers left their kettles and dishes on
shore, and rushed into the fort to prepare for the onset. The Iro-
quois on landing saw their slain comrades, and, maddened with
rage, charged upon the fort, but were driven back with considerable
loss. They then endeavored to induce Daulac to surrender, holding
out favorable terms, but he only derided their demands.

Before renewing the assault they built a fort in the forest, to
which they might retreat in case of a second repulse. While they
were thus engaged the French party were not idle. Some busily
plied their axes in cutting down small trees and erecting a double




