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 THE vICTORIA cOLONIST

Defective Children

It is estimated that one-third of the chil-
dren in the United States schools are defective
or abnormal in the respect that they lag far
behind their schoolmates or forge far in ad-
vance of them. What the percentage of “re-
tarded” children in Canada is we have no of-
ficial means of knowing, but can calculate
from the American figures, and perhaps 25
per cent. would not be too high an estimate.
The reason for making this discrimination in

favor of Canada is supplied by the results of *

investigations in the United States, which
show that the average fluctuates widely in dif-
ferent parts of the country. In his book en-
titled “Laggards in Our Schools,” Leonard P.
Ayres gives the results of tests made in thirty-
three cities where children were scientifically

tested. He presents the following table:
Retarded Children
Per Cent.
City. Retarded.
1—Medford, Mass .. aue GiGe T 7.5
2—Waltham, Mass .... cvee cuue 10.6
3—Meriden, Conn .... vee. .. 13.0
4—Quincy, Mass .... ...... 17.9
§—ANLOra, Ik . vooid’ ennie iniecid  a% 18.3
6—DBoston, Mass ..., se0e ouy .. 185
7—Maiden, Mass .... vees suudhs 18.5
S8—Fort Wayne, Ind .. .... ... 23.3
o—Springfield, Mass ..., co.. .. 13.3
10—Decatur, dH .., . Js0i ot vaih 29:9
11—Newark, Ohio ...; wuui’? 20.9
12—New York-City .naiénid aas 30.0
13—Portland; Ore.. ..ol caie i 30.7
14—~Reading, Pa .... .&sibim i 31.6
13—Frenton, N. J. ...5osw sl -0 35
16—Utica, N. Y. .... .. ainiidl 326
17—Woonsocket, R. I, -x.. .... 35.4
18—Troy, N. Y. ...... .... 35.6
19—Philadelphia, Pa. .... .... .. 368
20—Wilmington, Del. (white) .... 37.2
21—Columbus, Ohio .... .... .... 372
22—Los Angeles, Cal. ..., . ;2383
23—York, Pa. .... ... 0ty 383
24—Kingston, N. Y... iiwaiiiize. 384
25—DBaltimore; Md. .... .. Ji.o.. 46.3
26—Camden, N. J. .... 4. S
27—S5t. Louis; Mo fd#s 5 i 48.5
29—Memphis, Tenn. .... ,is. ik 5I.3
3Jo—Cincinnati, -Ohjg .7 050 0 28 587 .
J1—Erie, P& 7 0hant Ll b i 60.7.
32—Wilmington, Del. (negro) .:.. - 62.8
33—Memphis, Tenn.-(negro) ... .. 758
Average s sui . PosiTh

| T Effect on the Future

Canada has no schools that would make
such a poor showing as those in the “blaclk }

belt,” but we have schools attended largely by
the children of parents born in Central and-
Southern Europe that would fall far' behind
the standard set in New England. On the

whole, then, an estimate of 25 per cent. would
seem to be accurately based. “Whatever the
percentage is, it is large enough to be alarm-
ing, for it means that the retarded children, or
a great percentage of them leave school with-
out completing their common school educa-
tion. That is to say, in the United - States,
one-third of the men who will be the citizens
in the next generation, electing the Presidents
the Governors and the Congressmen and upon
whom the whole democracy rests will be of in-
ferior intelligence and unfit for the proper
discharge of their duties as citizens. Retarda-
tion is defined by specialists as low grade
distribution of pupils, and they have given for
it a multitude of causes. A late start to school
irregular attendance, poor teaching, complex
and advanced curricula, innutritious diet, bad
home ideals, defective eyesight, dull hearing,
pharyngeal obstructions, natural stupidity and
mental deficiency are among the chief causes.
Laboératory Tests for Children

Prof. Trettien, of the University of Kansas
an expert on the subject of retarded children,
has' established a laboratory in which he will
carry on the work of testing them. ' He is of
opinion that the present system of education
. is-wrong ,and that it will be revolutionized in

the near future. Prof. Trettin believes chil-
dren ought to be classified in schools acéord-
ing to their physical, moral and mental ten-
dencies. All cities ought to employ as super-
intendents specialists in child study, and these
specialists will thrust aside he predicts, “the
mechanically symmetrical courses of study
through which all pupils, backward and bril-
liant alike are now herded,” and inaugnrate
instead a system of study graduated according
to the physical apfitude of each = individual
pupil. An expert ought not to know merely
“that a pupil is backward, but he should know
why he is backward, and be prepared to cope
with the pupils defects.
Responsibility on Children

One admirable remark is made by Mr.
Trettien:  “When a pupil says to a teacher,
‘1 don’t like that study,’ the problem is pre-
sented to the new superintendent special-
ist of finding out scientifically why ‘he
does not like the study, and of overcoming the
difficulty’by-changing the study or influencing
the child’s’mind” The good teacher, whe

F,groun® that if a child does not like a certain
~study; ofidoes not make satisfactory stu , 'the

blame iS with the teacher, not with the ¢hild.

{ . The hdbit of blaming himself when things go

wrong, instead of blaming someone else, is an
admirable one for all to cultivat’e, and in
school teachers it has an important effect on
the generation of citizens he is helping to train
—Mail-Empire.

ther He is a specialist or not, will take the .

AFTER DISCONTENT IS ENDED

——

fumber of the Edinburgh Review on the pros-
pects of what is generally called “The Social-
istic Tendency.” =~

“It is an error to assume that Collectivism

its ;advocates are completely satisfied.

better name—will pass away and make room
for something else more urgent as.soon as the
most glaring inequalities have been done away
with. % :

“The-relief is likely to be furthered in two
ways: ?

“r. The improvement in the position of the
poor will quickly take the sting out of the de-
mand for change. :

“2. The diminished ostentation of the rich,
either from actual impoverishment or much
more from a dislike of ostentation itself, grow-
ing parallel with thé ‘movement against in-

terial for a striking comparison between rich
and poor: - o ;

rival, and-it is interesting to speculate what
that rival will be.

. = “We prefer to believe that the new move-
ment will take the form of a national, or, per-
haps, a European; campaign against disease.
. There’are various straws to show the direction
of the wind. The successful ‘extermination of
hydrophobia has been a hint to the public of
what can be done. Almost every year public
attention is more closely directed to such sub-

Parliament coiitained a definite attempt to-
wards the limitation of tuberculosis. =~More-
over, medical knowledge is ripening rapidly in
the prevention of disease.

“It is already several years since it began

seases could be stamped‘ out by administra-
tive action within half a century; and that
nearly all diseases are zymotic. When once
that fact has been learnt and appreciated by
the people, a term will be placed to the collec-
tivist era. The resources of civilization will
be directed against the bacteria and other par-
asites which are by far the most powerful
and-vindictive enemies of man. Their satanic
activity will be rendgfed hafx‘m!esg;_their mal-
ignant cruelty, with the inconceivable miser

it entails, will réceive a check. - ¢

anti-bacterial war should not be shared by all
who have mastered . the facts, and shodld not

‘question from the “political mind.” -

o+ It's Hard to Tell—Dolly—“She married a
very old man, didn’t she? I understood he had
one foot in the grave.”

—Puck.

- There is an interesting. article in the new,

will grow in strength until the aspirations of;

“Collectivism—we call it so, for want of a

equality, will deprive public feeling of the ma-

“chialisxp will _bé';supélanted in;pt:tblic in-

terest by some younger and more vigorous’

jects. In 1911 the chief measure discussed in -

to be.publicly proclaimed that all zymotic¢ di-

“It is incredible that this ambition for an

be strong enough to drive “out every other -

. Polly—*That’s what she thought too; but
he still continues to buy his shoes by the pais”

Antiseptic Surgery

Surgery is divided into two epochs, before
Lister and after Lister; and in this simple
statement is found all the praise that a man
can desire. It is doubtful if any great genius
in any field of human endeavor more radi-
cally changed the whole course of any art or
science or.industry than Lister did.  Before
‘Lister men died like flies of wounds that after
Lister, would result fatally in not 2 per cent.
of cases. ‘For a soldier to be wounded and
taken to a hospital was equivalent in a great
majority of cases to his death, unless the
wound was of such a trifling nature that it
could be immediately dressed and sealed up
until it healed. = But wounds that required
frequent dressing were successfully - treated
about as often as people recover who drink
carbolic acid.  In cases of ‘amputations the

' great majority of eperations resulted fatally.

Gangrene was a Word.as frequently on the
Tips of doctors fifty years ago as tuberculosis
is now. When . gangrene set in hope was
abandoned. ‘Lister abolished ‘gangrene. In
- one sense he may be, said to have been the
father of hospitals, since hospitals were mere
charnel hotises before the antiseptic treat-
ment had been discovered. e .
P Pasteur’s Discovery
It may have been in the hospitals them-
selves that he got his first clue to the tremen-
dous discovery he afterwards made. It was
-a notorions fact that the perecentage of recov-
eries from operations in new hospitals was
much greater than in the old hospitals. Many
~a surgeon in a new building must have flat-
" tered himself that the’ remarkable recoveries
were due to his prodigious skill, when, as a

- matter of fact, they were due to the compara-

tive absence.of deadly germs in new hospitals

Medical science in that - day. had. no. doubt -

many theories to account for this fact, but it
did not take into ac¢ount the presence of germs

since the germ theory had not then been in-.

vented. ‘It was Pasteur who discovered the
germ theory, but it was a mere theory when
Lister adopted it as: a working hypothesis in

its. application in his efforts to reduce the

mortality from hospital ‘gangrene;- erysipelas.

tetanus and pyaemia.

" The Great Experiments

He reasoned that if putiefagﬁgn was._caus-

ed by micro-organisms in theé air, and . nét
from the oxygen 'itself it should be possible
to keep the microbes from wounds, while al-

“lowing the oxygen itself to' redch them. He

“'adopted. carbolic ‘acid- as his -germicide, -and

it was while he was regius professot of sur-’
gery ‘in Glasgow University that his revolu- -

tionizing experiments were carried on. His
method was. one that was simplicity ~ itself.
Wounds were bathed with a very weak solu-
tion of carbolic and aiterwards' packed with

gauze saturated with the same preparation.
He also devised a spray of carbolic to play
constantly on exposed wounds, and later on
developed the sterilization of all instruments. ,
The results were successful beyond his wild-
est expectations. Gangrene disappeared; sur-
gical operations became simply surgical oper-
ations, not the starting point for a battle with
one of half a dozen diseases that followed
when the knife had led the way.
Early Scepticism
Looking back over his work, it is easy to
make the mistake of supposing that Lister's
_triumph was as immediate as was that of
Marconi, for example. It was some years,
however, before the medical profession would
listen to either . Pasteur or Lister. Doctors
were as sceptical as they would be today if
~one of their number, even so distinguished a
“medical man as Joseph Lister was before he
made his great discovery, were to declare that
he had found a certain cure for camcer by
means of a massage treatment. Pastewr was
as great a storm centre in his day as Koch
has been in ours, and since it was admitted
that if there was nothing in Pasteus's theory
there could be nothing in Lister’s application
of it, the Scottish surgeon was asked to wait
for his credit until it had been decided if there
were any coming to Pastenr. Slowly the an-
tiseptic treatment made head largely
through the younger men in th:_.%rofeuioz
who tried it and got results that the older
'sceptics denied and doubted umtil they eould
deny and doubt no longer. ' ;
A Benefactor to Humanity
Lister was hailed as one of the grestest
benefactors to the human race by Germany
and France before he was fully recognized at
home. and while he lived foreign scientific
and medical societi¢s never tired of heaping
honors upon him. At home recognition was
tardier, but when it came it was royal in both
senses of the word. He was made surgeon
extraordinary to the Queen, and later on was
created a baronet. King Edward raised him
to the peerage. Lord Lister, besides being
one of the greatest of surgeens and scientists
was an embodification of all that is best in
_his profession. His great discoveries were
given freely to the world. The idea of making
any personal profit from his investigations
never éccurred to him. His was a career ded-
icated nobly to the service of humanity.—Mail

_and Empire. =~ -

‘Sure Proof—“PaT'é’on me, p}bfessor, but
last night your daughter accepted my proposal
of marriage. I have called this morning to<”
ask you if there is any insanity in your fam-
ilys! L
“There must be.”—]Judge.

CRIMINAL LIBEL

——

Under the Criminal Code the “publication
of a libel is a crime and is punishable by fine
and imprisonment. . The character and vari-
eties of the offence and its prosecution by in-
dictment and criminal information—in fact the
law generally concerning it, is admirably treat-
ed in a wotk recently published by the Cars-
well Company, of Toronto. The author, Mr.
John King, K.C., has made the subject his own,
so far at least as the law of Canada is con-
cerned. His former treatise on libel as an ac-
tionable wrong, and the present one on “The
Law of Criminal Libel,” have been written
from the Canadian standpoint. -The legisla-
tion in this country, both of the provinces and
the Dominion, has made this necessary for a
proper understanding of the subject. There is
a law of libel peculiar to Canada which is not.
to be found in the English text books. This is
the law which is contained in these treatises,
and which gives them an interest and value to

practitioners and to students of our legal sys-
tem. :

The civil law of libel is not uniform; it
varies in the provinces, because each province
has independent jurisdicton in making the law.
The criminal law is the same throughout Can-
ada; the Federal Parliament is its author.
There has been, however, an endeavor by Par-
liament to assimilate the ciyil and criminal
law of libel in regard to certain matters. This
appears in the comments of the author and
the cases cited by him on the sections of the
vode. The law of fair comment and discus-
sion of matters of public interest, for instance,
s the same in both branches of the subject. It
confers a conditional privilege or protection
on the publication of defamatory matter. The
same ‘sort of protection, in both the civil and
criminal law, is given in regard to other pub-
lications. “Any differences,” says' the author,
“between the principles of defamatory libel as
“ tort and as a crime, are referable to the dis-
‘iction between the rights of the individual

i1 the interests of the community, and not
equently these are identical. In an action

* 1 public official for a libel contained in 2
"¢wsiaper, Armour, C. J.; defined for the jury
WO of the principal defences almost in the
very words of the Code. The boundary line be-
‘'“een the two systems of jurisdiction would
"pear at times to be indistinguishable, if not"
‘“ttally one and the same. In defamatory libel
. ¢ ~ame species of privilege is sometimes a de-

‘ence cither in a civil action .of a criminal pro-
¢cution,”

L}

The offence of libel being triable only in our
iperior courts, the author necessarily deals
Jth the procedure for its prosecution by in-

lict e, 3 1 is it i i
o, o.mentand information. As te this it is said,
1at “the chapters

relating to procedure will be

N

One of the most misunderstood officers in
Ottawa is the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod. This is partly because of his title which
lends itself easily to flippant treatment, and
partly because his duties _are of necessity.
largely performed when an uninformed popu-
lace cannot interrupt and interfere.

Captain Chambers, who presently holds the
position ,is a scholar of note;"and an antiquar-
ian of diligence. The want of general under-
standing' concerning his  functions is, conse-
quently a‘matter of general regret rathér than
special concern with him. He can make his
three bows in the Commons twice a Yyear with
courtly grace of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and the -
bland and unconscious dignity of Judge Do-
herty, and then return to the seclusion of his
offices on the fourth floor of the Senate and
- forget all-about it in the press of things of

real importance,

As a matter of right and custom his of-
fices should be in the tower, for the Gentle-
man Usher of the Black Rod is in fact the
High Sheriff of Parliament. In case any
member of either House should be contuma-
cious in hiscontempt of the honorable body of
which he.is a member, and obdurate and recal-
citrant after the fashion of the Parliamentary
heroes of the Middle Ages, Captain Chambers
would have to receive him from the hands of
the Sergeant-at-Arms, and hold him in close
custody. It is an open question whether he
would not be in duty bound to also use the
rack, the Maiden, the thumb-screw, and the
torture of the cold draw to try to win him to
a meore reasonable frame of mind.

Thig is a weighty responsibility, and one
which, in consideration of the flighty and im-

Black Rod

possible character of the Senate and the opin-
‘ionated, obstinate membership of the Com-
mons, may call for action at almost any mo-
ment. The tower room is- unfortunately very
draughty and inconvenient of access, and it
would quite possibly be necessary for the Gen-
tleman Usher to deal with his prisoners in the
Russell House or some other near-by hostelrie.
In the interest of justice this -mafter should
be looked into. :

bers is an officer of the Crown ‘quite as much

days of King John, that merry monarch hav-
ing insisted upon doing his legislative nego-
tiating with a gentleman whom he could trust
rather than Wwith any of the noblemen of his
-acquaintance. It does not follow that the
present Usher is strongly prejudiced against
.the nobility and in favor of the gentry, for
such is not the case. He is as uniformly cour-
teous to visiting marquises, earls and barons
as.though the original of his office had not
been what it is. ; A

_ Among other things the Usher of the
Black Rod is the custodian of the traditions of

in what they should do—or rather what they
should not do—and how they should not do
it. This requires much tact, especially with
a recruit who has entered the Upper Cham-
ber with a reputation for energy. His bow to
the Speaker is a master piece of self-respect-
ing "dignity, and he bows whenever he rises,
whenever he takes his seat again, and when-
ever he moves- more than three steps in any
direction. Grasping the historic Black Rod as’

- a Field Marshal grasps his baton, he heads

the procession in which the Speaker enters the

Historically and in theory Captain Cham-

as of the Senate, his office dating back to the

the Senate. He schools the young members .

locked and guarded Chamber. ' The Sergeant-
at-Arms carrying his gilded - and impressive
bauble, takes second place, and theé half dozen
drowsy Senators who happen to be in their
seats are merely scenery. : :
He handles all matters of precedence, allo-

- cates the guests at all public functions, and

reconciles the jealousies and rivalries of fem-
inine Ottawa as well as any mere man can
_do, .. His_ other. duties call for tact; this de-
mands genius. Without delving into the more
recondite” functions he is called upon to per-
torm, the partial enumeration shows what an
essential cog in the machinery of government
the’ Usher of the Black Rod really is.

‘The uniform is worthy of the office. A
broad-cloth coat, knickerbockers, silk stock-
ings, and pumps with buekles, are its founda-
tion.  Superimposed upon. the back of the
neck is a long ard elaborate rosette of black
silk twice ‘as'large as that worn by the Dep-
uty Speaker of the House of Commons. A
tiny silver sword and a'black cocked hat with
a steel chain on the side completes the pic-

ture, which is in every respect neat without"

being gaudy. °

And then there is the famous Black Rod.it- -

self, with what was once the Great Seal of
Canada at one end, and a ramping roaring lion

of silver gilt at the other. . As a matter of fact

it is not a rod at all, in the commonly accept-
ed meaning of the word, but rather a glorified

. cross between a truncheon and a heavy walk-

ing stick. How long the present implement
has been in use deponent sayeth not, but it is
battered and scarred ' with® many years of
peaceful service. Long may it continue to
diplomatically direct the high ceremonies at
Ottawa.—J. S. L., in- Montredl Star.

fou'nd_useful. and instructive as to procedure
‘In indictable offences generally, the provisions
in the Code, which govern procedure in prose-
cutions for libel exclusively, being few in num-
ber, Where the Code is silent, as it often is, the
ordinary procedure in prosecutions for indict-
able offences will prevail; and to this attention
is given in the chapters referred to.”

Mr. King’s. treatise is a welcome addition
to the legal literature of Canada.

O i

. “Did :you Hear Congressman Wombat's
speech?” :

SPdid that” >

“What did he say about those charges of
grafting which have been brought against
him?” '

“He didn’t touch on that subject. But he
said the Constitution must and shall be pre-

ARMIES IN AIR MACHINES /

Hudson Maxim spoke at the Hudson The-
atre in New York under the auspices of the
League for Political Education on aviation in
"peace and war. He said that the light, swift
aeroplane carrying two men will play a great
part in scouting, and strong, stanch machines
carrying six men. with arms and explosives
will be wonderfully effective as raiders.

“An army of a hundred thousand men
could readily be transported several hundred

* miles in a day by means of 20,000 aeroplanes,”
he said. “Easily could such a fleet fly from
the Continent to London.” Such transporta-
tion would not cost anything like as many

served.”—Louisville Courier-J ournal.

lives as -overseas
thought. =

transportation, Mr. Mn“xim 1 the aviator, is what is most needed in ayiation,

- The speaker pictured how an army of roo,-
000 aerial Canadian raiders could fly over the
boundary line in the event of a war with this:
country the whole land will thus be on the fly-
ing line, he said.

“There is a wide popular misconception
about the possible destructiveness of dynamite
bombs dropped from aeroplanes,” said Mr.
Maxim. “Dynamite requires confinement to
do much damage.” Large steel projectiles
that could do damage are out of the question,
he considered, because of their weight and the
difficulty of hitting a target from the machine.

By bringing war and its moves under the
eyes of the world the war aeroplanes will prove
a veritable dove of peace, the speaker said.
Automatic equilibration, making flight more
the function of the machine and less that of

B

THE RHYTHM OF EXISTENCE

Some very interesting things on rhythm
and music in life were said by Dr. Arthur
Somervell to the Conference on Musical Edu-
cation,

Dr. ‘Somervell said that “about the time of
Elizabeth we were the most musical nation in
Europe, and from that proud position we -had
descended with a rush, owing to the Puritan
Revolution, to a state of musical imbecility.
That Revolution, which did so much for the
moral life of the nation, succeeded in com-
pletely suppressing all forms of self expression
through art, with the sole exception of litera-
ture. , <L e

“Our legislators wept bitter tears over the
slum dwellings of the poor, and yet allowed,
within a stone’s throw of Parliament, upon
one offthe most beautiful building sites in the
world, the erection of a gigantic slum dwelling
for the rich—Queen Anne’s Mansions. Queen
Anne’s Mansions and the poor slums of West-
minster were equally the outcome of lack of
early training in what the Greek called ‘mous-
ike’—the inper sensitiveness to the great
rhythms and harmonies of human life, which
it was the office of the imaginative rhythmical
arts to develop in the early years of child-
‘hood. 'The thing that had been most neglect-
ed had been-the sense side of music, upon
which the intelligence depends; but there was
also a very profound intellectual side to music
which in its elementary aspect, rightlv han-
dled, had a value second to none in the train-
ing of the mind, especially in tHe case of those
children to whom many of the intellectual
sides of the present curriculum were uncon-
genial.

. “An officer commanding at one of our for-
eign stations told him how strongly he felt
that all boys should learn music, because he
thought there was nothing like a taste for
music for keeping young men in touch with
the right kind of women. A movement which
he regarded as one of the greatest possible im-
portance was that connected with the revival
of traditional song and dance.

“What he hoped and longed to see or hop-
ed that their children would see, as the out-
come of their sometimes rather wearisorse
labors; was an England responsive again, as
she once was, to the beauty of the rhythm of
national existemce, when we should not only
do beautiful and splendid. things, but do them
in a beautiful way, and be aware of the beauty
of them as were the great Elizabethans; when
slum dwellings, whether for thé rich or for the
poor, would be swept away, because both
rich and paop, wholly apart "from economic

considerations, realized them to be intolerable
anach i,%’




