
FUTURE OF THE 
STEEL INDUSTRY

Mr. Bowser—“The Dominion Gov­
ernment has disallowed my bill.”

Mr. Oliver suggested that there bad 
been time to get the appeal before the 
Privy Council before the disallowance, 
and then made an impassioned plea on 
behalf of the Hindus. He said that he 
had seen them herded together in con­
ditions in which the speaker would 
not keep his pigs, and begged the gov­
ernment to bring down legislation to 
alleviate those conditions.

He renewed the old tale of persecu­
tion of the Fraser River flshfermen, 
and then Jumping to the railway situa­
tion complained that it cost $5.20 a 
ton in carload lots to bring potatoes 
from Delta to Victoria over the Vic­
toria, Terminal & Sydney railway.

The premier remarked that he un­
derstood that the mainland portion of 
that road had been declared for the 
general benefit of Canada, and so the 
province had no jurisdiction, 
ever, he would cause enquiry to be 
made into the matter.

Next going north to Prince Rupert, 
Mr. Oliver announced that the G. T. P. 
had got the better of the government 
at every turn, and then proceeded to 
dig up the ancient story of the Kaien 
Island deal as he saw it. He declared 
that the government had received $10,- 
000 while the G. T. P. had paid $46,000,. 
and he wanted the attorney-general to 
find out who got the difference. He 
asserted that every beneficial line of 
policy adopted by the government had 
been taken from the Liberals, winding 
up with a peroration in which he 
claimed that by giving away conces­
sions to companies and charter hunt­
ers the government was sowing seeds 
of distrust which would lead to a crop 
of revolution.

consumption in the* country continued 
the forests would be depleted In twen­
ty years. The increase of the con­
sumption was going on at an alarming 
rate and it was possible that this term 
of years was too short.

The timber at present standing in 
B. C. was estimated at from eighty to 
one hundred billion feet. At the pre­
sent rate of cutting this would be de­
pleted in from 75 to 80 years. As the 
timber was cut off in the United 
States more American lumbermen were 
coming over here. " It was easy to see 
that the timber in B. C. would be cut 
down in the next fifty years at the 
least. It was time some steps were 
taken by the government In the mat-
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10c 10cH, B, Thomson (Victoria) Pro­
phesies Great Future for 

Vancouver Island

BUDGET DEBATE CLOSED terMr. Thomson dealt with the question 
of clearing land for farms on Vancou­
ver island. He suggested a scheme 
whereby the farmers might club to­
gether, as in the case of the creamery 
business, and borrow money from the 
government for clearing purposes. The 
clearing outfit costs from five to six 
thousand dollars and It would not be 
a good investment for any one farmer 
to buy this gear for himself.

“The government of B. C. is only a 
business

Afternoon Session of House 
Yesterday Devoted to 

Budget Matters . I Ellproposition,” said Mr. Thom­
son in conclusion, “and comparing the 
budget of 1903 with that of 1908 it is 
not to be wondered,at that the great 
majority of the people of the province 
continue to be satisfied with and to 
Show their confidence in the present 
administration.”

Mr. Oliver (Delta) then came into 
the debate. He took up the statement 
made by the member for Cowichan 
that the province was both “rich and 
lucky.” Starting out with this as his 
text he proceeded to show wherein the 
minister of finance had been lucky in 
his operations.

The minister had congratulated the 
province on. its large surplus. When 
it was remembered that the revenue of 
the province had exceeded the esti­
mate of the minister of finance by only 
80 per cent.. It was easily seen that 
the minister was lucky.

(From Thursday's Daily.)
The debate on the budget came to 

an end at yesterday afternoon's sitting 
of the legislature. The feature of the 
close of the debate was an address by 
H. B. Thomson (Victoria) which was 
an eloquent plea for the future of the 
iron industry on Vancouver Island, 
and for the encouragement of fruit­
growing and the preservation of the 
provincial forests.

An important statement was made 
yesterday by the minister of finance, 
and agriculture regarding the estab­
lishment of an agricultural college in 
the province. Mr. Tatlow announced, 
in reply to a statement made by the 
member for Delta, that such a college 
would be established in connection 
with the proposed B. C. university.

The budget debate was opened by 
H. B. Thomson (Victoria). Mr. Thom­
son said that after the full exposition 
of the financial situation of the pro­
vince as given in the finance minister's 
speech it was almost unnecessary for 
a private member to deal with the 
budget. There were, however, a few 
details on which he wished to touch.

Fruit Growing Prospects.

PRINTS ETTE8
IMr. Shstford’s Address.

The debate was wound up by L. W. 
Shatford (Similkameen) who con­
gratulated the finance minister on be­
ing able to announce such surpluses 
year after year. It was a great im­
provement on the continual deficits of 
former governments, and in addition 

A Lucky Minister. there was the splendid record of the
Regarding the loan of 1903, the min- reduction of the net debt of the pro­
ber had also been lucky. When this I vince by some 4* millions in the past

' five years. This showing demon­
strated that the government had pro­
tected the best interests of the pro­
vince. It was noticeable and a matter 
for congratulation that this condition 
had only been reached upon the intro­
duction of party linesNand the acces­
sion to power of a Conservative gov­
ernment.
ushered in a period of prosperity, and, 
In a measure at least, was entitled to 
credit for that prosperity.

In regard to the estimates he was 
glad to see that a large sum had been 
set aside for the building of roads and 
bridges. Representing as he did a min­
ing and agricultural constituency he 
knew how Important they were, though 
he sometimes thought that only the 
prospector fully realized what a bene­
fit a good road was to a country which 
was being opened up. It was a boon 
to miner and farmer alike and he 
heartily endorsed the policy of the gov­
ernment in this respect.

Mr. Shatford was also glad to see 
an increased sum in the estimates on 
account of horticulture. This was an 
industry of vast importance and in the 
Similkameen they had demonstrated 
that there were thousands of acres of 
the finest agricultural and horticul­
tural lands anywhere. The growers of 
Similkameen got the first jatrizea-almost 
every time they shox^&l tJ$£ir 'fruit At 
New Westminster Mr. Rlckett, a pio­
neer fruit gf'Dw’ffl*, won If first and 14 
second prizes last yetyr.

They had a wonderful climate, the 
sole drawback being the lack of trans­
portation and the holding of large 
blocks of land by individuals. Both 
these conditions were improving. The 
Great Northern and C. P. R. were 
building in, while the land was being 
generally sold in 10-acre lots with the 
result that ere long there would be 
thousands of prosperous families in a 
district where at one time there had 
been a few cowboys.

The figures of the mineral output 
were slightly less this year on account 
of the fall in the price of metals, but 
the industry was prosperous. The min­
ing resources of Similkameen were 
known not only to the house but to 
the outside world. The Nickle Plate 
mine, for instance, was one of the 
richest mines in the province and It 
would not be long before there were 
several Nickle Plates recognized in 
Similkameen. Immense bodies of the 
finest coal had also been discovered 
in that favored district and it would 
not be long before the speaker’s con­
stituency was recognized as one of the 
richest sections of the banner pro­
vince of Canada.

When the chaplain was about to 
take his position at the desk when the 
House opened it was noticed that 

seat on the Opposition side was

ENGLISH PRINTS, dainty new arrivals in all colors, worthy of the close attention of discriminating purchasers,
lOcunrivalled for ladies’ house-dresses, aprons, children’s school suits, etc. Quick Sale Price, per yard 

DELAI N ETTES, most charming washable fabrics, very graceful and stylish for summer costumes; navy blue 
with white spot, green with white spot, etc. Quick Sale Price, per yard lOc

ten year loan was mooted the opposi­
tion had brought in an amendment to 
the effect that a three year loan was 
sufficient. Conditions had changed 
more rapidly than anybody could an­
ticipate, and within five years the pro­
vince was able to pay off the loan.

Mr. Oliver drew attention again to 
the special warrants, by which $360,000 
had been spent by the government, 
without the consent of the people, on 
development of the province. He said 
that this development work was for 
the most part developing opposition to 
the Liberal party at the last Dominion 
election. He referred first to the 
$58,000 expended in Richmond district.

The premier said that this work had 
been completed long before the Do­
minion election.

Mr. Oliver said that in November 
and December last the government had 
a large force of men and teams on the 
roads hauling gravel, up to their knees 
iii mud. He said this had not been 
practising economy. In jOctober, No­
vember and December large sums had 
been spent on roads in Chilliwack, and 
upwards of $6,000 had been spent on 
the New Westminster bridge. One 
item in connection with the bridge was 
$385 for sand. Not enough ironwork 
had been cleaned to keep , a man paint­
ing for twelve hours. Moreover, he 
said, tolls were sttyl-cofkEcted on thqt* 
bridge, although sorely^the provincet 

now in a position to abolish them. 
Jhese tolls,” said Mr. Oliver, “are 

the greatest'bar there is to the set­
tlement and development of the Fraser 
river district.”

The minister of finance had dilated 
at length on the agricultural condi­
tions of the country. A great deal of 
money had been spent by the govern­
ment in inspection of this and that, 
which could have been expended to 
better advantage 
farms. He charged the minister of 
finance with refusing to establish these 
institutions.

Mr. Tatlow here made the announce­
ment that it was the intention of the 
government to make an agricultural 
college part of the proposed provincial 
university.

Mr. Oliver passed again to his own 
Idistrict. There was not, he said, a 
better agricultural section in any part 
of B. C. and yet a great deal of the 
land was in the hands of men who 
hold large tracts at exorbitant prices. 
Settlers are charged from fifty to onr 
hundred dollars an acre for bush land 
that It requires $150 an acre to clear. 
Development could not take place as 
long as these conditions existed and it 
was the duty of the house to devise a 
remedy.

Mr. Oliver next attacked the pre­
emption record of the government. 
The conditions under which pre-emp­
tion records were granted were not 

•satisfactory. The settlers were fre­
quently the hirelings of the specula­
tor, and there was Insufficient Inspec­
tion. The true index of the amount of 
land pre-empted and sold was the 
amount deeded, and, not that applied 
for. During the past year 163,000 
acres of land had been deeded to pur­
chasers and only 41,000 acres to pre- 
emptors. In other words four-fifths 
had gone to speculators, and he twit­
ted the Conservatives on having 
cently changed their policy In that re­
spect. It was only when forced to that 
they had recognized th» rights 
settlers; * - ^ '*

He renewed the attack on the tim­
ber policy of the government, which 
had been made during the debate on 
the address, and claimed that they had 
admitted the failure of their 
policies by twice changing it.

“And yet the premier tells us there 
is no hurry for six, twelve or eighteen 
months.
is being slaughtered 
forest fires.”

He was glad to see that an addi­
tional sum was to be voted for the 
preservation of the fruit trees of the 
province and to deal with the fruit 
pests. This step was a very important 
one at present. It was almost im­
possible what the fruit production of 
the state of Oregon would be If that 
state was as free from fruit pest as 
British Columbia. The figures issued 
by the U. S. department of agricul­
ture showed that in the years from 
1886 to 1908, in spite of the large acre­
age of fruit trees planted in .the west­
ern states, the apple crop of the United 
States had shown an enormous dë- 
crease. In 1896, 69 million barrels of 
apples were produced; in 1908, 25 mil­
lion barrels, a decrease in twelve 

of 45 million barrels. The rea-

lThis administration had

I
the.cost of coal to the consumer in 

province of British Columbia is out 
of all proportion to the cost of pro­
duction; and

Whereas, QW,ing to the abundance of 
the coal deposits in this province and 
the proximity of the sources of supply 
to the market* t&e. cost of coal to the 
consumer ih British Columbia should 
be much less than at present is the 
case; and

Whereas the exetofisive price of coal W 
in British Cotombyt- Has ttïë effect of 
retarding and>p#6Venting ' the estab­
lishment in this province of industries 
depending upojn a fuel supply; and 

Whereas mri'çh of the product of the 
coal mines of the province is being ex­
ported to foreign markets and sold at 
a price that enables it to compete with 
coal from other countries and foreign 
markets; and

Whereas a belief exists that an un­
derstanding exists between the per­
sons or corporations controlling or 
owning such coal mines to maintain 
the high prices now being charged to 
consumers in this province;

Therefore, be it resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor by this 
House praying him to appoint a Royal 
Commission to inquire intç the follow­
ing questions:

1. Whether or not a combine or un- __
derstanding exists amongst the coal Fr^sIaland| per dozen
producers, or any of them, of this Cheese__
province to establish and maintain Canadian, per lb. . 
prices charged for coal. Neufchatel, each .

2. Whether or not coal is being sold Cream, local, each 
by producers, or any of them, for ,,Bl*tter 
consumption outside British Columbia J?*1! Dairv
for a less price than that sold foi victoria Creamery, per lb....', 
consumption in the province. Cowichan Creamery, per lb....

3. Whether or not the prices charged Comox Creamery, per lb.,
by the producers, or any of them, for Chilliwack Creamery, per
coal consumed in British Columbia is Alberni Creamery-, per lb
excessive. Vegetsttles.

4. Whether or not the prices charged Rhubarb, hot house, per hd....
by the producers, or any of them, of Celery, per head ...........................
coal in British Columbia bears a rea- Lettuce, a head .............................
«enable proportion to the cost of pro- garlic,^per^b. ... ; ;
duction. Sweet Potatoes, 4 lbs.

A year ago, Mr. Oliver said, this Potatoes, per sack .. 
matter had been brought up in the Cauliflower, each ...
House, and had been relegated to the Cabbage, naw, per lb., 
department of trade and commerce at Red Cabbage, per lb.
Ottawa. The aim of the resolution Tomatoes, per basket 
was tc have the matter taken up by Iljt’”r”er lb'“
a commission which could get Infor- Beans’ 
motion on the matter at first hand. Beets,*

Mr. McBride said that the govern- Carrots, per lb
menl was equally anxious to see what Brussel Sprouts, per lb 
practical and effective measures could Parsley, per bunch 
be taken to secure to the people of ““Jj' 
the province a coal supply at more 
rr-aaonaoJe rates. The member for
Delta had, however, taken the wrosg Lemons, per dozen . .. 
routine for the solution of the question. îL^fes10™”'fox^ lb"
The, best way was to secure an in\es- Bananas, per dozen 
tigtitim by ^he Dominion government, yig8| table, per lb. . 
which might go as far as Alberta, and Raisins, Valencia, pe 
perhaps some of the other provinces. Raisins, table, per 
The premier further remarked that as Pineapples, each 
the motion was one that wouid in- Kîn
Volve the expenditure of money, the ?&,. qt '
member for Delta was out of order in , imte
submitting it. ' . . ..

Mr. Oliver «entered upon a recital of .JJIy3’ p_er,h1°'1 
previous instances in which private Almonds,PJF 
members had moved for the appoint- Almonds*, Cal., p 
ment of Royal Commissions, but the Cocoanut's/ each .
Speaker declared that the point of or- Pecans, per lb. . 
der was well taken. j Chestnuts, per lb.

Mr. Macdonald (Rossland) said that t 
the House might appoint a select col, salted, per lb 
committee, and he did not see any real Halibut, fresh, per lb. . 
distinction. Halibut, smoked, per lb.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said that if p.e*" lt>- *
the point of order was sustained the ......................
House would be deprived of the power B1ack* Bass, per lb! 7.7.'.7.7.
to make a public investigation. Oollchahs, salt, per lb..........

On motion of Mr.xOliver the debate Black Cod, salt, per lb..
Flounders, fresh, per ih. 
Salmon, fresh, white, pe 
Salmon, fresh, red. per 
Salmon, smoked, per lb.. .

, t-. x. ,i Shrimps, per lb. ..Simpson and Prince Rupzert railway smelts, per lb. ... 
passed the committee stage without Herring, kippered, per id....

Finnan Haddie, per lb............
Meat and Poultry.

Hi myears
son for this was that the older or­
chards of the eastern and middle west­
ern states were infested with the fruit 
pest.

THE LOCAL MARKETS
(Retail Prices)

‘Some of our fruit growers here are 
afraid that they will not find a market 
for their fruit,” said Mr. Thomson. 
“These figures will show that there 
is no need for any such fear. In the 
United States in 1908, ha$ it not been 
for ti e states of Washington and Ore­
gon,-* there, 'wotid haite Dffe* an 
famine, arid therefore 
tatiori froflp Canada."

He stated that the Victoria Fruit 
Growers’ association was looking far­
ther afield than the markets of the 
northwest. This year sample ship­
ments of apples were sent to China, 
Japan and Australia, and large or­
ders were looked for next year. This 
organization this year shipped $30,000 
worth of fruit to the prairies. The 
association shipped 21,000 boxes of 
apples, 2,600 boxes of pears, 30,000 
crates of strawberries and 31,500 crates 
of small fruits, 
rounding Victoria there 
acres of land available for fruit rais­
ing. All that was now needed was to 
go ahead and prosecute the Industry 
as vigorously as possible.
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The Iron Industry.
The member for Cowichan h^d in 

his speech referred to the possibilities 
of the iron industry on Vancouver 
Island. Just at present this matter 
was one of the utmost importance, said 
Mr. Thomson. In 1907 the premier had 
outlined the plicy of the government 
on this question, stating that a tax 
would be imposed on all iron ores 
mined in British Columbia, and a 
heavy bounty would be offered for Iron 
ore smeltéd in the province.

Vancouver Island was most fortun­
ately situated with regard to its iron 
deposits. Not alone on the west coast, 
but on the east coast as well and on 
Texada Island there were vast Iron de­
posits. Already pig iron frétai Texada 
island had been used in the construc­
tion of several United States battle­
ships, the Nebraska at Seattle, and the 
Olympia, Monterey, Charleston and 
Oregon at San Francisco. If the Am­
ericans could get iron in their own 
territory they would not come here 
for it.

In other respects also Vancouver 
island had great advantages for the 
manufacture of pig iron. We can 
manufacture pig iron here for $12 a 
ton as against $15 a ton in Tacoma 
and Seattle, and this does not take 
account of any Dominion bonus. The 
main reason for this is the cheap and 
economical way we can assemble our 
materials. The island is cut up by 
waterways and almost all the iron de­
posits are on water. We have also 
coal mined here that is not surpassed 
on the continent. Not only is our coal 
superior to that used in the state of 
Washington, but also to the coal used 
in the Carnegie works in Pittsburg. 
TJie Pittsburg coal contains 59.70 per 
cent, of fixed carbon as against 68.25 
in our coal; and its 
against 5.92 in our coal. The analysis 
is twenty per cent, in favor of the 
manufacture of pig iron on Vancouver 
island.

In 1891 Japan bought three million 
.’dollars' worth of pig iron on the Pacific 
coast, principally at Seattle. In 1901 
she bought six millions worth. There 

reason why w*e should not have 
large iron works here at an early 
date. In leaving the subject of iron 
Mr. Thomson quoted Andrew Carne- 

; gie’s statement:
“The seat of manufacturing is now, 

more and 
where the
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empty. In order to make a showing, 
Messrs. Thomson (Victoria), Ellison 
(Okanagan), and Shatford (Similka­
meen) went across and Joined the 
“enemy" until after devotions.

Private Members’ Day
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It was private members' day, and a 

great deal of the afternoon was given 
up to the consideration of private 
bills. Several minor measures were 
advanced a stage apiece.

The minister of finance introduced 
re- a bill to amend the Farmers’ Institutes 

and Co-operation act. This is a re­
modelling of the bill introduced by 

of the Mr. Tatlow earlier in the session and 
1 ' l&IfhdHVrf tor oorre«itrt*f.* * 1

Mr. Oliver (Delta) moved that an 
humble address be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, pray­
ing that he will cause to be transmit­
ted to the House a copy of the order- 
ln-Council of April 17, 1907, embody­
ing a resolution of this House of the 
16th April, 1907, in respect to freight 
and passenger rates charged on rail­
ways in British Columbia.

In moving this resolution, Mr. Oliver 
charged the government with delay. 
The premier stated that A. P. Luxton, 

an K.C., Victoria, had been retained as 
counsel for the purpose of attending 
the sessions here of the railway com­
mission and stating the case of the 
people.

The premier moved “that on Mon- 
an day, March 1. and on all following 

days to the close of the session, there 
shall be two distinct sittings each day, 
one from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.. and the 
other from 8 p.m. until adjournment, 
unless otherwise ordered.”
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An Alarming Situation
The speaker contended that 

alarming situation had been created, 
which even the government had recog­
nized by clapping on a reserve, the 
wisest thing they had ever done. 
Nothing had been done since then. A 
commission was proposed, and 
American expert had also been brought 
in on the fisheries question. The coun­
try was tired of American experts, 
when there were plenty of Canadians 
just as good. Such a man, too, was 
likely to be biased in favor of Ameri­
can capital.

He went on to accuse the member 
for Cowichan for having incorrectly 
quoted official figures regarding the 
Dominion receipts and expenditures 
from B. C. fisheries, winding tiiT by 
saying that the member for. Cowichan 
should reserve such statements for the 
Indians on the reserve. Mr. Hayward 
was not In the House when the bitter 
attack was made on him, but he stat­
ed afterwards that his figures were 
correct, and had been correctly re­
ported In the press.

Turning to the Immigration 
tlon Mr. Oliver wanted tb 
the attorney-general was going to do 
about it.
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r lb. DONALDSON-GULBRANSEN—At the
lastresidence of Rev. W. Leslie Cl 

evening, Jame 
Donaldso 
of this c: 
sen of J 
Scotland.

ay.
s, eldest son of James 

n, of 138 St. Lawrence St., 
ity, to Helen Burns-Gulbran- 
amestown, Dumbartonshire,

London, Feb. 23.—The fund for the 
workingmen's merqorial of gratitude 
to Sir Robert Peel, which has been 
raised by the penny subscriptions of 
upwards of 400,000 workingmen of 
Great Britain, as a record of their 
gratitude to Sir Robert Peel for his 
successful legislation in abolishing the 
tax on bread in 1846, has been com­
pleted.

was no

DIED.was adjourned.
The- bill to incorporate Westminster 

Hall was reported.
The bill to incorporate the

jARK—In this city on the 16th inst, 
at the family residence, 952 Johnson 
street, Jane Stirling, beloved wife or 
James S. Clark, late of Japan, aged 
66 years. A native of Scotland.

BOORMAN—In this city, on the 16th 
inst. at the family residence, 1328 Al­
fred street, W til lam Scoones Boorman, 
a native of Wandsworth, England, in 
his 67 th year.

FLEWIN—Drowned, in Port Simpson 
on Friday, February 12, James 
fifth son of John and Helen 
aged 15 years.

HOPE!—-At St. Joseph's hospital, on the 
17th inst., Jane Reid, a native of 
Scotland, and beloved wife of Ruth 
ford Hope, Pender Island. A short 
service will be held at Hanna’s Un­
dertaking rooms on Friday afternoon 
at 4 o’clock.

Mr. Henderson (Yale) wished it to 
be distinctly understood that in the 
case of night sittings the Opposition 
members were not to be held up on 
account of notices.

Mr. Oliver said that sittings as l&fe 
that of Tuesday night were not in 

the interests of the legislature, when 
there were committee meetings to be 
attended in the morning. He said that 
10.30 p.m. should be set as the limit 
of the night sitting.

The Price of Coal
Then, for the third time this session, 

the price of coal came up in the 
House. Mr. Oliver moved the follow­
ing resolution:

Whereas, it would appear that the

/ .20Port .25 to .30 
.08 toand will continue to be, 

more, simply a question of 
requisite raw materials are found un­
der suitable conditions. Capital and
'skilled labor have lost the power they

attract raw materials,
attract labor and capital.” 

The Timber Commission.
said that he was

«j .12
.20amendment.

The bill to incorporate the Graham * 
Island railway passed committee.

The bill to amend the Vancouver 
Incorporation act, 1900, passed second 
reading.

■

Births, Marriages, DeathsZ Beef, per lb........................................... 08 to .18
Lamb, per lb....................................... 15 to.25
Mutton, per lb................................12* to.20
Lamb, per quarter, fore......... 1.25 to 1.50

1.76 to 2.00 
. .15 10.18 
. .18 to .20

had toonce 
These now harbor,

Flewin’,[ Lamb, per quarter, hind.........
1 Veal, dressed, per lb.........

St. John, N.B., Feb. 23.—The society ^e<rse> dressed, per lb.............
for the prevention of tuberculosis in §hick£is. per' lb*....,x....................25 to .30
New Brunswick was organized at a chickens, per lb., live weight. 12* to.15
public meeting in the opera house here Ducks, dressed, per lb................. 20 to .25
tonight. Dr. Thomas W'alker 
elected president

Mr. Thomson
that the minister of finance 

of mohey for a 
into the

BOBU.
BROWN—On Thursday, th 

to the 
daughter.

HOLMS—On Sunday, Feb. 2tst inst., to 
the wife of James Holms, Columbia 
Ave., a son.

pleased
had provided a sum 
commission to Investigate 
whole Question of the lumber business. 
He Quoted the statement made by Mr. 
Pinchot, head of the U. S. department 
o£ forestry, that if the present rate of

17 th Anst., 
Brown, a1.00 wife of George

ques- 
know what

was Hams, per lb...........
Hares, dressed, each

18 to .22
.75

tilf Ji
'mm

m

j ^ ' m

r «
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PUBLIC SERVICE ACT 
BEFORE TBE BOUS

Last Year's Bill Repealed- 
Classifieetions of Various 

Employees

(From Wednesday’s Daily)
The Public Service act, more popu- 

as the Civil Service actIarly known 
was brought down to the House yes­
terday by the provincial secretary. H 
repeals the bill introduced last year 
and modifies it in certain particulars 
These changes are the result of $ 
careful study of the subject durin* 
recess. The superannuation measurt 
which was dropped last year wll 
shortly be laid before the House.

The members of the public servie 
classified for the purposes of th

act, as deputy heads of departments 
officers, agents, chief clerks, clerks 
stenographers and permanent 
ployees. An officer is defined to mea: 
any member of the public service, in 
eluding accountants, who, for the per 
formance of his duties requires liter 

technical or scientific charactei
The term agent includes all govern 
ment agents, assessors, recorders, re 
gistrars

Officers, agents and clerks are gradel 
Into four classes, according to skill 
training, competency and length o| 
service, and provisions are made fol 
passing from 6ne class to anothel 
with corresponding increases of sal] 
ary. Hereafter clerks will be ap] 
pointed as junior clerks or steno] 
graphers at the age of 16. The initia] 
salary is $35 per month, increasing au] 
Somatically to $47 at 20. Thereafte] 
the annual increase of $48 per annun] 
is given until the maximum salary ol 
$900 per annum is reached.

Where a position is to be fille] 
which requires greater skill and com! 
petency than Is required from a juniol 
clerk an outsider under 30 years ol 
age may be appointed. But such apl 
pointment will be made by competi 
tive examination which the juniol 
clerks may enter. Generally speaking 
a successful examination is require] 
to pass from one class to another, an 
the rises in salary and the ordinar 
rate of promotion may be increased b 
exceptional merit. Junior clerks mus 
pass the qualifying examination fd 
third class clerks by the age of 27 ol 
retire.

The salaries in the various moda 
vary according to length and qualiti 
cf service. A clerk of the third clas 
will receive from $960 to $1,200 pe 
annum, a clerk of the second clas; 
from $1,272 to $1,500, and a clerk d 
the first class from $1,584 to $l,8(M 
A chief clerk’s salary runs from $1,901 
with biennial Increases of $100, to $2, 
500, although in the larger depart 
mente with exceptional responsibilit 
a larger^stipend may be placed on th 
estimates..* ,

Thé -powqf 0f dismissal is retalne! 
unimpaired and the act provides £o 
the appointment of civil service com 
miésloners and examiners.

and chief clerks.

Stevenson is Back.
Thomas Stevenson who left th 

staff of the Dominion hotel some yeai 
ago to take over the Winters hot< 
ÜBTVancouvëi** toes Soidibut- hts-4ntei 
ests in the latter and will assume tt 
management of .Stephen Jones’ hou$ 
In this city forthwith. Before leavir 
the Terminal -City a number of M 
Stevenson’s friends gave evidence « 
thélr regret at his determination 1 
return here by presenting him with 

jeweled locket and an ac 
their sentiment 

While he will be missed on the malr 
land he will be most heartily 
corned back to Victoria ,as many < 
his acquaintances took occasion 1 
state immediately his familiar figui 
was noticed yesterday .on the street 
He arrived from Vancouver by wa 
of Seattle. It is his intention to “g< 
back Into harness” without delay.

handsomte 
dress expressing

Aberdeen Society’s Appeal 
Tflie Aberdeen Society appeals to it 

friends and the public generally for dc 
nations of books and magazines. Th: 
Bocfiety meets on the first Monday I 
the' month to distribute literatui 
ahimig those living in out of the wa 
places, who cannot get, or who caij 
not., afford, reading matter. The sd 
ciety has no funds w4th -which to bu 
book» or magazines and it has to di| 
peria solely on the generosity of tt 
publîtj for- the books and magazine 
which are so greatly appreciated ti 
those to whom they are sent. At prd 
sent the supply on hand is very sma 
indeed, so that contributions befoi 
thé next meeting on Monday, the It 
March, would be greatly appreciate] 
and it la hoped that each month here 
after anyone . wishing to find a god 
use for their old books and magazin] 
will kindly remember to send them ] 
the Aberdeen Society. All contribi] 
tlons will be thankfully received an 
can be left in charge of the caretake] 
Market hall, Cormorant St., or a] 
rangements will be made for collectiq 
on application to the hon. secretan 
Miss Lawson, Simcoe St., telephon 
141.

MAY INCREASE CAPITAL
Application of Hardy Bay and Quat 

sino Sound Railway Held 
Over

(From Wednesday's Daily)
The application of the Hardy Ba| 

and Quatsino Sound Railway for ] 
charter came' up before the railwa] 
committee yesterday but was hel] 
over for today to allow of the incorpol 
ators making some suggested changa 
In their application.

The peculiar part of the applicatid 
from the point of view of the com 
mittee was that the company askd 
leave to build a main line ten mild 
and branch . lines twenty miles ij 
length or twice the length of the mal 
line. On suggestion of Dr. Kergl 
(Skeena) the bill was held over a 
that the company might considj 
making the railway main line thirl 
miles in length and Increasing ttt 
capitalization from $250,000 to $750,0Œ 

Mr. C. J. Prior appeared before tn 
committee for the application. d 
e&id that the company had located I 
Bite for the Western Canada Puj 
company's mill on Marble creed, ad 
deelred communication from Hard 
Bay on Queen Charlotte Sound throud 
Vancouver island to Quatsino Soud 
This main Une of ten miles it was ij 
tended to build next year, but thd 
was no hurry for the twenty-mi 
branch which wras projected down t| 
west arm of Quatsino Sound. Chai 
man McPhillips pointed out that t| 
policy of the committee was not In f| 
vor of giving povyers that were ij 
to be acted ypon, as it might preve] 
other railway companies from earn 
mg out their plans in the future. I

n*"HlimilTnijm %1U
“Home of the Hat Beau­

tiful”
Latest Ideas in High-Class 

Exclusive Millinery

Dent’s Gloves

Dress Goods and Dress 
Making a Specialty 

A large and expert staff

Well equipped rooms

Thomson’s Glove-Fitting 
Corsets

0s e. m Morley’s Hosiery
1123 Government Street, Victoria, B. C.
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