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If this condition-ht*trye today, how 

much more true «All it %e ten years 
•hence? We have now under cultiva- 
tioit 8,000,000 açrçs çi lend in tihe

the lists on which they appeared ioV * and on condition that these lists be (
Provincial purposes to the lists on 
which they should appear, for Detain-’ 
îon purposes. But the law gave the

three Western-Provinces. If the crop Upturning officer no power to transfer
from 8,000,000 acres determines the 
prosperity or Adversity!*of Canada as 
a whole, what will bp the condition 
when the 120,000,000 acroe already 
surveyed arc put under Cultivation? 
And when half the 857,000,000 acres in 
the three •'Western Provinces arc un
der prop? The -future of Canada de
pends on the Western crop.

AND “THE 
CROP. •

Agricultural mathematicians tell us 
that 25 per cent, more Western land 
will-be under crop this,year than dur
ing any preceding season.

If to this increased area is added J 
thé blessing of a reasonably favorable 
season, the Western crop of 1903 will 
lift Canada out of the rut of financial 
depression, antf start us jogging along 
the highway of prosper'ty.

Two years ago the Western wheat 
crop amounted to more than 80,000.- 
0W'bushels. With an equally favor
able season 25 per1 cent, more land 
should -return 100,000,090 bushels of 
wheat in 1508.

One hundred million bushels vl 
means

"TROUBLE IN IfüDIA.”
“Trotible in India"' ia the synonym 

for apprehension throughout the re
motest Dominions of the Empire. In 
the. minds of millions who have never 
seen the land oi the Hindu this 
phrase awakens the aVful ’memoi 
oi the mutiny and the long *series''<5i 
tragedies which have marked our oc
cupation of the great peninsula. The 
present trouble originated on tire 
northwestern frontier, in the moun
tainous region on the Afghan border. 
There seems to be an uncertainty 
whether the invaders are native tribe ; 
secretly aided by the Ameer or wheth
er they are the Afghans themselves 
Whichever or whoever they may be. 
Lord Kitchener seeriis to have been

Western wheat means fifty million ! prepared for them and diis record is 
dollars of British money distributed assurance that when lie has finished
among the people of the prairie prov
inces. whose combined population is 
less than one million souls.

The people of these three provinces 
are the heaviest buyers of manufactur
ed goods in the Dominion*of Canada. 
They are at the beginning of tilings, 
and in addition to food and raiment 
require building material, implements 
and machinery, A good or bad crop 
means that they can buy these things 
in the fall of 1908 or that they must 
wait for them until another season.

The people of these three provinces 
produce less manufactured goods than 
an equal population in any other por
tion of the Dominion of Canada. 
Whatever the West may become it is 
yet a country of farmers and ranch
ers, which buys its manufactured 
goods from the older portions of the 
Ûominion.

Fifty million dollars distributed 
among the fanners of Western Can
ada means thirty million dollars ship
ped to the sawmills of British Colum
bia and the factories of Eastern Can
ada, for goods which we need and 
which wc do not produce at home. A 
hundred million bushel crop means 
work and wages for men in the lum
ber woods of British Columbia and 
the factories of Eastern Canada, just 
as etirely as it means the ability of 
Western farmers to buy what they 
need, and what they will buy if they 
get the crop, but what they' cannot 
buy if they do.not get the crop.

The truth of such statements will 
be readily admitted by public men 
and journals the Dominion over, yet 
a class of the public men of Eastern 
Canada and a section of the press oi 
Eastern Canaria declares unblushing-

vith the business there will he no fur
ther trouble in that locality for some 
time.

THE

lv and persistently that the commer
cial conditions of Canada are not de
termined by the Western crop. Such ."hc""roper avenues of research. How-

INNOCENT SUFFER WITH 
THE GUILTY.

Two of the Civil Service Commis- 
ri mers on Monday declined to name 
o; indicate any official of the Depart
ment of Marine and Fisheries against 
whom their assertion of wrong-doing 
might -be taken as directed. This is 
to he regretted as it means that the 
judicial commission must traverse 
ground covered by the former body, 
and which could have been avoided 
if the Commissioners had felt at liber
ty to name the employees they consid
ered guilty. The Commissioners arc 
thoroughly consistent in the course, 
however. From the first they appear 
to have regarded it as their duty 
merely to investigate the conditions of 
the service, not to specify any party 
or parties who might or eho-uld ho 
eonsideredi respbnsrble for those con
ditions. It must he said that, this is 
by no means a satisfactory kind of en
quiry. It appears to have led to the 
investigation of everything but the 
thing needing investigation, and to a 
report on all the important points ex
cept the most important. Satis.actory 
or not, LôweVA, this was tho view 
taken by the Commissioners, and the 
idea which they seem to have kept 
steadily in mind. In reporting they 
d.-clined to beCcme public accusers, 
hence the necessity of a judicial com
mission to find out who should be 
accused, if anyone. In the witness 
b ix they decline to indicate any liar-, 
ties in whose conduct the judicial 
commission might find work, hence 
the necessity oi that commission tra
versing the whole ground to locale

ia the inconsistency- to which men and 
journals are driven who cannot deny 
the truth when slated specifically, 
but whose local jealousy constrains 
them to deny it when stated in gener
al terms.

The symmetrical beauty of this in
consistency stood revealed last fall 
when Canada began.to feel the pinch 
of a tightening money market. Im
mediately the cry was raised that the 
West could not pay its debts, there
fore the East was short of work and 
wages. That cry has been going up ail 
winter—with admirable disregard*: A> 
admitsion that the ability of the East 
to supply work and wastes depends 
on the ability of the West to pay for- 
iis purchases from the East. Such 
arc the wohder workings of these door- 
yard loyalists who saddle the West 
with blame for Canada’s lean ..years 
but deny it credit for her prosperous 
years.

A few weeks ago the saw-mill men 
of British Columbia met to consider 
what they should make the price of 
lumber for the coming season. The 
basis and the sole basis on which 
their deliberations were conducted 
was, What will the crop on-the prai
ries be? If the crop promised well 
they would raise the price; otlrerwise 
tliere would be no use in raising it, 
for without money the farmers could 
hot buy, *
‘ In' such ways are the men who deny 
that the .conditions of Canadd are 
made by the Western crop made to 
bear testimony to the falsehood of

and the 
e clean

claim to the world that Cawada is 
prosperous or not prosperoird.'tnyrorti- 
ing as the West has a good Crop’ or a- 
poor one. Thus despite themselves 
they bear witness to the .truth that 
the greatest economic factor in Can
ada is the yield of the Western farms 
—a factor already so important that it 
makes- all the difference between na
tional prosperity and national adver
sity. If the claim be. true that a poor 
Western crop was the source of East
ern Canada’s trouble’s ; then on the 
argument of these men themselves a 
good Western crop in 1908 would Re
medy tlioee troubles.

proper this refusal may be there 
is one body of men and women to 
whom it is anything but pleasant and 
anything but just. The report of the 
Commission put every employee <d 
the Department under a cloud of sus
picion, guilty and innocent alike, 
and the refusal to name the guilty 
keeps the innocent in this unenviable 
position, j-.ii ,w net just, 
employees whose records an 
would he amply justified in protest
ing against t)ie undeserved stigma.

THE MANITOBA “OUTRAGE.”
The Opposition press never fed it* 

deluded readers on1 more uiinnxcd 
hog-wash than the arguments by 
which it is sought to inflame the 
public mind with the notion that the 
rights or liberties of the people oi 
Manitoba are threatened by the pro
posed amendments to the Dominion 
Election Law.

It should be a sufficient reason for 
the proposed amendment to say that 
a Federal election cannot at present 
be legally held in the Province of 
Manitoba. Brifly, an election cannot 
he held for Dominion constituencies 
in that Province Without redistribut
ing the names on the voters’ lists of 
the various provincial constituencies 
to allow each man to vote in his pro
per Federal constituency; and the 
Dominion Elections Act does not give 
to any body any authority to make 
such redistribution ot names. f The 
present amendment proposes to give
that power to the returning officers

their own declarations^ and to pro-. jn ^ Dominion election ot ' 1904,
the returning officer for the Province 
found himeelf face to face with this 
predicament. The law required him. 
to provide his deputies with 
voters’ lists. It also bound him to 
use the lists prepared by the Provin
cial authorities for Provincial elec
tions. TJje boundaries of the Provin
cial constituencies did not coincide 
with the boundaries of the Federal 
constituencies. The boundaries of 
Provincial polling divisions did not 
coincide with the, boundaries of Fed
eral divisions. The lists could be 
used therefore only by transferring 

' the names of hundreds of voters front

these names
With more common sense than re

gard for the technicalities, the return
ing officer took the power which lie 
found necessary, but which the law 
did not confer upon him. He trans
ferred the names so as to make the 
Provincial lists applicable tft.tho- Do
minion cbnatituebcics, end on those 
lists the cleefiori Was hejdti In the 
transference of hundreds ot names of 
men in nearly every constituency of 
the Province it is claimed that ope 
hundred name* Were omitted from the 
new lists. Whether thfg wak done by 
accident or design does not matter for 
the purpose of the present argument. 
Suffice to say that after three years 
shilly-shallying in the courts and 
three years of slenderizing by the 
party press, the Attorney-General of 
Manitoba formally abandoned the at
tempt to .prove that they or any of 
them were dropped by intent.

That they had acted within their 
legal powers in transferring these 
names has never been claimed ; but 
that they acted within the course of 
reason has never been successfully de
nied. It was admitted by the lawyer 
who was employed to prosecute them 
before a Parliamentary committee. 
Thojt had precedent too, for th<f course 
they followed was precisely the course 
laid down in the Provincial law of 
Manitoba for the guidance of Provin
cial officials in the revision of the 
lista, even to the color of the ink used 
in designating the names changed 
from one polling place to another. 
This was tlie precise course followed 
by the Provincial officials twelve 
months before.

The clause of the amending Act 
which is held up as the implement of 
an outrage is that providing for the 
legal performance of this necessary 
work of transferring tlie names, for 
which at present there is no legal 
authority. And this is the “ out 
rage" to which the people oi Mani
toba are to be subjected ! The foolish
ness of the assertion stares from its 
face. If then names were omitted in 
1904 by accident, it surely is wise to 
provide against accident cf that kind 
in future. If they were omitted by 
design it surely is desirable to prevent 
a similar design being accomplished 
in future. The demand of the Oppo
sition is that the returning officers o. 
Manitoba be kept in th’e position of 
having to do what they cannot do
legally. *

One of these bright journals de
mands to know why the Federal poll
ing divisions are not made to 'coincide 
with the registration districts, and 
the necessity of transferring names 
thus avoided. Tnis bland proposal 
was bound to make its appearance. It 
reveals the cloven hoof of the Roblin 
Government. This was precisely the 
point they aimed at in passing the 
registration monstrosity. If that Gov
ernment could delineate, (lie boundar
ies of the Federal constituencies, tlie 
results of Federal elections in Mani
toba, would be a matter of foregone 
conclusion. The registration districts 
as arranged by that Government con
stitute the worst outrage of the va
riety ever inflicted o’-i the i>eople oi a 
Canadian Province. They exemplify 
the “hiving" system reduced to mi 
applied' science. Systematically and 
generally t)m districts are arranged oil 
the bread principle that no Liberal 
should he allowed to vote if he can 
lie prevented. A community cf dis
tinctly LYhorcl persuasion is common
ly attached to a group of Conservative 
communities sufficient to swamp i » 
vote; and the location of the registra
tion and polling places arc governed 
on tiie basis of making it as difficult 
as possible for Liberal electors to re
cord their names and to reach tlie 
polls Where a convenient swamp or 
other natural obstacle offers its assis
tance, settlements of such heretical 
tendencies are effectually ostracized 
by the registration and polling places 
being located beyond tlie harrier. 
Where nature provides no obstacle the 
resources of art are exhausted to make 
pood the deficiency. The demand now 
is that this machine of disfranclnse- 

of raient devised by the Roblin Govern
ment for the defeat of Liberal Federa 
candidates be allowed free run, and 
we are told that if it is interfered with 
Parliament will not he allowed to rise
till autumn. -

But supposing the registration dis
tricts had been fairly arranged and 
the polling places impartially ap
pointed. by whom and when were t ie 
Provincial Governments made tlie 
masters of the Dominion Parliament? 
What business has any Provincial 
Government or any Provincial Legis
lature to dictate as to the arrange
ment ci Federal electoral districts or 
the holding of Federal elections* 
Against such nonsense Mr. Borden

compiled in such way as to be appli
cable to Federal elections. In adopt
ing them Parliament made it abun-, 
dantly plain that it was not proposed 
to hand over to Provincial authorities 
any right or power to control or inter
fere with Federal elections in any 
way, shape or form. The power the 
Provinces possess to prepare the Fed
eral voters’ lists they derived from the 
legislative enactment of the e Federal 
Parliament, under the distinct under
standing that that enactment neither 
recognized nor created any right or 
power inherent in the Provincial au
thorities to determine tlie conditions 
under which Federal elections should 
be held, or to determine or suggest 
the hounds of Federal constituencies.

If Manitoba is affected by the pro
visions of the proposed amendment, it 
is affected only because the Govern
ment of that Province has refused to 
prepare its voters’ lists in a way to 
make them applicable for the pur
poses of a Federal election. The 
plaint of the Manitoba Government 
is based and based alone qn the 
ground that the law would prevent 
them determining the boundaries of 
Federal constituencies and interfere 
with tfieir high and holy purpose of 
preventing Liberal electors from cash
ing their votes in Federal elections.

THE OPPOSITION AND IMMIGRA
TION.

The Edmonton Journal declares 
that:

When James McGeorge states that 
the Conservatives were opposed to 
the Galicians and Germans coining 
to this country, he states what is 
unqalificdly untrue and he knows 
it.
What Mr. McGeorge said follows in 

Itis own words :
"That if the Edmonton Journal 

speaks for the Conservative party— 
and I presume it does—the policy of 
the Conservative party is to pre
vent the importation of these peo
ple it makes no difference how suit
able or desirable they may be as 
settlers for this country. . If this 
means anything, it means Mr. Bor
den will not encourage the immi
gration of people from these coun
tries. Where, then, is he going to 
get his settlers for our vacant lands? 
If all the people of the British Isles 
were here, they would only be about 
half what is required to settle this 
vast country. We need the settlers, 
and the policy of the Liberal party 
as laid down iby the Hon. Mr. Oliv
er as Minister, of the Interior is es
sentially one of settlement, and not 
of prevention.’'”'*'
These wofds wefe used efter read

ing, anil in the course of comparing, 
the "immigration" planks of the Con
servative and Liberal parties as set 
forth in the Edmonton Journal of 
September 3rd, 1907. On that date 
the Journal declared the policy oi the 
Opposition to be:

10. Careful selection and rigid in
spection of immigrants so that Can- 

. ada will receive only the best class 
of settlers.
In parallel column the Journal sets 

out what it conceives to be the Gov
ernment’s policy, in substitution of 
which the foregoing plank is offered :

10. Importation of Doukliobors, 
Galicians and other objectionable 
races and classes.

.Incidentally, it may help to clear 
matters to quote a declaration of Mr. 
Borden in tlio House of Commons :

“In a word, 1 would lie inclined 
to restrict our efforts so far as the 
system of bonus ing is concerned to 
the people of the British Isles.”
As the matter under discussion was 

the bonus system versus no system, 
this can be. construed only as a de
claration that Mr. Borden would re
fuse to make .any attempt or offer any 
inducement to secure immigrants 
from any other country than the Brit
ish Isles. .

This ehould make it sufficiently 
clear that the Journal is thoroughly 
orthodox in opposing the policy ox 
trying to secure immigrants from Con
tinental Europe, however eminently 
qualified these people may be to make 
successful and desirable settlers on 
our vacant lands.

THE WRATH OF GEO W.
Mr. Geo. W. Fowler, M.P., is to 

enter action against the Union Trust 
Company and several of its directors 
for damage alleged to have been done 
to his alleged "interests’’ in some 
way or other. Tints is another added 
to the crop of lawsuits Which have 
sprung from the debris of that his
toric trust company. In all these 
Mr. Fowler appears to have been en
gaged—and usually engaged in the 
distinguished capacity cf defendant. 
In truth, since the Union Trust and 
George W. got theii interests mixed 
that gentleman seems to have dwelt 
in a swamp of perennial litigation.

----- First Messrs. Bennett and Lefurgey
himself pronounced when the present gue<1 Mesara Pope alKl Fowler for not

I'owler for some alleged infringement 
of the laws of equity. Now Mr. Fowl
er appears to have grown tired of the 
perpetual distinction of defending and 
will try his hand at prosecuting. 
Thus to the memoirs of the Union 
Trust are being added a steadily leng
thening chain of appendices in the 
nature of court records, judgments 
and other legal documents. Such are 
the harvests of speculating with other 
people’s money.

Just what George W. claims the 
Union Trust Company did to him is 
not clear. Nor is it easy' to guess. 
So far as appearances go, the point 
at which George W. V interests, suffer
ed at the hands of the Union Trust 
has not heretofore come to light. It 
is conceivably, that shareholders in 
the Union Trust should hauo their 
own opinion of Mr. Fowler, whet1" 
they had sufficient cause for action 
against him or not. But that Mr. 
Fowler should have cause for com
plaint against the usage he received 
from the Union Trust Co. or its offi
cials is something decidedly new. 
From the evidence available he ap
pears to have every reason to remem
ber and be exceedingly grateful to 
that concern for splendid .service ren
dered in time of pressing need. First, 
the Company provided the funds to 
take a block of 200,000 acres of C.P.R. 
Lands off his hands and give hint a 
profit of a dollar nil acre on the bar
gain ; that a.t a time when George XV. 
owed a large amount of money on 
the land, when he was indebted to 
the backing of Mackenzie & Mann for 
another large amount, and when it 
must have been an interesting quus- 
tioti with him whether or not he would 
be able to meet his obligations, let 
alone keep the land or sell it at a pro
fit. Then when Mr. Peter Rvan ac
commodatingly provided Mr. Fowler 
with two agreements for sale for the 
same property, the Union Trust came 
along, bought the' property at the 
$225,000 figure, and Mr. Ryan handed 
Mr. Fowler back the extra $55,000. 
Surely these timely accommodations 
merit something other than wrath 
and lawsuits. It cannot be for them 
George XX’. hails the Union Trust to 
court. For them songs of praises 
rather than indictments would ex
press the appropriate sentiment. If 
these incidents indicate the general 
character of his treatment, we might 
surely expect to find Mr, Fowler the 
unwavering friend of the Union Trust 
and its officers. Where, when or in 
what manner they may have injured 
his “interests” the courts will prob
ably learn. Meantime it does not ap
pear from the findings of the Insur
ance Commission that he had many 
"interests” in injure when ho ap
proached the Union Trust; nor that 
he ever approached them with an en
dangered -‘interest” which they did 
not relieve him of and handsomely 
reward him in the bargain. Yet - he 
repays them with a lawsuit ! Base 
ingratitude !
_ But there is a houn to George's 
wrath. The name of Mr. Foster does 
not appear among the prospective de
fendants in this prospective suit. 
However" or to whatever extent any 
“interest” of Mr. Fowler suffered 
through the Union Trust, Mr, Foster 
is held blameless. Mr. Fowler acquits 
him. To do Mr. Foster justice he de
serves acquittal on all such charges. 
Never once during their protracted 
inquiry do the Commissioners seem 
to have found cause to suspect Mr. 
Foster of antagonism to the aims and 
ambitions of Mr. Fowler. Not even 
do they accuse him of indifference to 
the plane and <mrposes of that gentle
man. On the contrary he seems to 
have taken a deep and sustained “in-, 
terest” in the “interests” of Mr. 
Fowler. It might fairly he said that 
Mr. Fowler proposed and Mr. Foster 
disposed—accordingly. The sweet rea
sonableness of Mr. Fowler’s proposals 
won the approval of Mr. Foster with 
phenomenal promptitude and no less 
remarkable regularity. So hearty and 
so infallible was his agreement with 
them that a stranger might suspect 
them to have originated with him. 
The final proof of his agreement was 
his adoption of them. He made them 
his own in a very literal sense. In
deed this linking and intertwining of 
the “interests’’ of Mr. Fowler fctul 
Mr. Foster provided some of the most 
“touching” episodes in the career of 
the Union Trust. Perhaps it also ex
plains the omission of Mr. Foster's 
name from the list of directors against 
whom Mr. Fowler is entering action. 
The member for North Toronto cer
tainly worked no harm to tiie “inter
ests” of the member for King’s and 
Albert.

Federal law was* up for discussion, 
and declared that the Federal Parlia
ment must preserve its right to exer
cise control over Federal elections, 
untrammelled by any doings of Provin
cial authorities. The adoption of 
Provincial lists for Federal elections 
was made with a view to economy,

giving them what they considered 
their full share of the rake-off from 
the C.P.R. land deal. Then Mr. Pet
er Ryan .went after Mr. Fowler for 
some alleged offence arising out of tlie 
purchase of the Kamloops saw-mill 
and timber limits. Then the Union 
Trust entered action against Mr.

When bennett got his.
The special correspondent of the 

Toronto Globe ■ wrote his- paper from 
the press gallery at Ottawa, under 
date of May 1st:

At an early hour this morning Mr. 
Hugh Guthrie, South Wellington, 
closed the debate on Mr. Borden’s 
motion on the civil service commis
sion with one of the best fighting 
speeches of the session. Following 
Mr. Bennett, who had contributed to 
the debate in his usual vituperative 
strain, he first gave that gentleman 
-the most severe castigation that has 
'been inflicted upon any member of 
Parliament in many a long day. It 
was neither courteous no.r chivalrous 
nor fair, he said, to use the language

that Mr. Bennett had given expres
sion to in his attack on Hon. Mr. Bn> 
deur. Then he proceeded : “In the 
custom of chivalry when you cast* 
down tlie gauntlet and asked someone 
to take it up, the challenge was al
ways answered. And to-night I would 
east down the gauntlet to the member 
for East Simcoe and I offer him this 
challenge : If you can show that the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries has 
been guilty of the slightest jot or tittle; 
of dishonesty in connection with the 
administration of his department, 1 
will take back all I have said in com
mendation of 'that honorable gentle
man. And I say to the member for 
East Simcoe : If you do not accept 
that challenge, then in the language 
of chivalry, if you lived iii the old 
days you would be spoken of as a 
coward, a poltroon, and a backslid
er.”

Mr. Bemiott cowered in his seat 
while the losli was being thus vigor
ously applied by Mv. Guthrie, and 
looked very unlike the bold political 
buccaneer who a few minutes prev
iously had been exhibiting so much 
bravado. The member for East Sim
coe would fain have removed himself 
out of the range of fire from this un
expected quarter, but the Liberals in
vited him to remain and take his 
medicine, and by the time Mr. Guth
rie had finished with him he was a 
humiliated individual indeed.

Mr. Guthrie, however, did not con
fine his attentions to Mr. Bennett. 
He used the X-ray in a masterly man
ner upon the arguments of Messrs. 
Borden and Foster, laying bare to the 
House the skeletons around which 
those arguments were hung. It was 
his misfortune, he said - incidentally 
on noticing the absence of both Mr. 
Borden and Mr, Foster, that ivhen- 
ever he had to refer to them he did 
not have the pleasure o; having them 
.before him. He did not because bf 
that however, intend to hesitate to 
say what lie had to say with reference 
to their utterances. Mr. Guthrie did 
not even hint at it, but those who 
■have watched the proceedings this 
session could not help wondering just 
how much accident or design had to 
do with the absence oi Hon. Mr. pos
ter. The scathing criticism to which 
that gentleman’s addition to the bud
get debate was subjected at the time 
bv Mr. Guthrie will not soon be for
gotten, least of all by the member for 
North Toronto.

WHY THE BRIDGE FELL.
Th Scientific American, the stan

dard authority on this continent in 
its domain, discusses.the report of me 
Commission on the collapse of the 
Quebec bridge in these words :

Probably no great engineering dis
aster has been made the subject of 
such an exhaustive inquiry as the 
lall of the Quebec bridge. For five 
months the Royal Commission of In
quiry was continuously engaged in its 
investigations, and the reptirt which 
has recently been made public ia one 
of the most voluminous and valuable 
documents of the kind ever presented. 
In the current issue oi the Supple
ment will be found a lengthy sum
mary of the . conclusions reached by 
the Commission, whyih,finds that the 
collapse of the ffrldge was due to the 
failure of the lower chords in the 
anchor arm, near the main pier, and 
that the failure of these chord-; was 
due to their defective design. The 
stresses that caused failure did not 
result from abnormal weather condi
tions or accident, but were such ds 
might be expected in the regular 
course of erection. Tiie work done 
by the bridge company in making the 
detail drawings, in planning and car
rying out the erection, a ltd in fabri
cating the material was good, and 
the steel used was of good quality. 
The Commision finds that the failure 
cannot lie attributed to any cause 
other than errors of "judgment on the 
part of the designing-and the consult
ing engineers connected with tlie con
struction of tlie bridge ; although they 
state that there errors of-judgment 
cannot- be attributed either to lack 
of common professional knowledge, 
the neglect of duty, or to the desire 
to economise. Tlie ability of the two 
engineers was tried in one' ot tlie most 
difficult professional problems of tlie 
day, and proved to he insufficient. 
Tlie Commission considers that the 
specifications were not satisfactory, 
the unit stresses employed being high
er than any established by past prac
tice. A grave error was made in as
suming the dead load at too low a va
lue. This error alone was of suffi
cient magnitude to have required the 
condemnation of the bridge, even it 
tlie details of the lower chords had 
been of sufficient .strength ; for the. 
actual stresses in the completed biidge 
would have been considerably fcreat- 
er even than the high stresses per
mitted by the specification. There is 
one clause which will 'be oi particular 
interest to bridge engineers, and we 
are inclined to think will call forth 
no little protest. This oepurs toward 
the close of the report, where tiie 
"Commission states that the profes
sional knowledge of the present day 
concerning the action-ad steel columns 
under load is not sufficient to enable 
engineers to economically design such 
structures as tlie Quebec bridge. Now, 
although the Scientific American is 
free to admit that our knowledge ot 
the strength of large steel compres
sion members is not as a ecu at e a« 
might be desired, we are satisfied that 
if the weight of steel which was used 
in the bottom chord member that tail
ed had been built up in a form bet
ter adapted to resist ■compressive 
loads, the bridge would have been 
standing to-day—though subjected, oi 
course, to higher stresses than are 
sanctioned by the best modern prac
tice. ,

In face of this official verdict of 
why tlie bridge fell where arc the Op
position journals and members of 
Parliament who six months ago told 
us the collapse would not have oc
curred if the Government had had 
supervising engineers watching the 
constvufction? The Commissioners de
clare tlie defect- was in the plans on 
which the bridge was built. The fault 
for this lies with the designing engin
eers, and the presence of a supervis
ing engineer or a thousand supervis
ing engineers would only have added

I to the death roll of the tragedy. Built 
as it was built, the bridge could not 

j stand, and a ton or so of supervising 
j engineers would simply have brought 
| the collapse sooner and left more 
corpses among the debris.

BONUSED IMMIGRATION 
CHECKED ON ARRIVAL
Ottawa, May 1—The opposition in 

the H"Use of Commons have done 
their utmost to give the impression 
that .there is no proper check on tlie 
immigrant in respect of whelm a bon
us paid to the booking agent in Great 
Britain or on the continent of Europe. 
It was admitted, of course, that the 
booking agent forwards a certificate 
that the immigrant comes under the 
specified classes and meets the condi
tions for the payment of the bonus. 
But the., opposition wished to dissem
inate the impression that nothing was 
done to verify the certificate of the 
booking agent, and that tire Canadian 
government paid thè money and made 
n.i effort to see whether the person, 
mentioned in the Certificate, arrived 
and stayed in the country.

The statements ' of ministers and 
gov.. ::ui".it members that every rea
sonable check was enforced and that, 
b * an ai r,.ng":uent with tlie United 
li âtes, all tim e who went across tile 
line were accounted for and tlie bonus 
deduettd from tlie booking agent’s 
next bonus money were met with in
credulity and dénia. ,

When W. McIntyre, M.P., of Strath, 
cona, said the immigrants were ques
tioned on arrival at the port and, it 
any of them weve_farmers, farm lab
orers, or domestic servants, a certi
ficate was made out by the examining 
officer, F. D. Monk, Conservative 
member for Jacques Cartier rose and 
asked, doubting Mr. McIntyre’s ver
acity : “Does tiie lion, gentleman say 
that tlie examining officer makes out 
another certificate here?”

Mr. McIntyre replied : “He makes 
cut another certificate.”

Mr. Monk rejoined: “I deny that; 
he never does.”

Subsequently the superintendent oi 
immigration was examined before the 
agricultural committee, and the fol
lowing dialogue took place * between. 
him and Mr. McIntyre, proving tlie 
accuracy ot the letters statement :—

Q-—“There has been a good deal of 
discussion as to the method of exam
ination. It is net true that the man 
upon whom no bonus is paid passes 
tiie civil examination in a moment?”

A.—“Yes, in a moment.”
Q.—“But the man on whom the bon

us is ciiarged must stop and be ex
amined particularly.
I A.—“That is right.

Q.—“Eveiy person upon whom tlie 
; bonus is charged must have a special 
certificate made out by your examin
ing officer?”

A.- -“ Tes.”
Q.— "But the man upon whom no 

bonus is charged is allowed to walk 
down tlie plank without interference?’’

: A.—"Tes.”
j Mr. Monk was ready to assert off- 
I hand that the examining officer made 
■ no certiiicate and tha’t the bonussed 
. immigrant came in unidentified and 
! unknown, tho bookiing agent being 
paid . without the .government really 

j knowing whether he met the condi
tions attached to the offer of the bon
us. This is, of course, only in line 
with tlie oppositions campaign of mis
representation and slander.

STANSTEAD PAPERS MISSING.

Election Tria Stayed By Disappear
ance of Election Papers.

Sherbrooke, Quebec, May 8v—At tho 
opening of the Stanstcad election trial 
against tlie return .oi Charles Lovell 
(Liberal) before Justice Hutchinson 
to-day, T. I "has Cas era in, K,C., who 
was acting for thçxpetitioner, called 
upon the clerk of the crown in chan
cery to produce tile electoral list, poll 
book and other election ipapp.ru. Mr. 
Foley, of Ottawa, the new clerk of 
‘.lie crown in enhancery, swore that 
after having received his subpoena, 
lie went to the box" in which he 
thought la: would find tiie election 
papers for the by-ciectiort in titan- 
stead held in January, 1908, last. In 
the box was an envelope which bare 
in tin: late Mr. Lamotlie’s -handwrit
ing. tlie supposed description of. the 
contents, “By-election, January, 1508, 
Staustead.” Upon looking at the pa
pers ,hoiyever, lie found they were 
papers for tlie election of 1904. He 
and liis deputy, both swore they had 
made diligent search without being 
able to find the documents in ques
tion, and that tlie papers oi 1908 must 
have been destroyed instead Of the 
papers of 1904, because the papers 
forwarded to Ottawa by* the returning 
officer after an election, are generally 
kept one year and then burned. The 
trial was postponed until June 2nd.

DISCONTENT AT OWEN SOUND.

Dock Laborers at Lake Port Are Striking 
For 17 Cents An Hour.

Owen Sound, May 9.—Local truckers 
and laborers employed on the C.P.R- 
docks struck yesterday for the same 
wages as they received last year, namely 
17 cents per hour. They are only re
ceiving 12 this season. The C.P.R. 
brought 100 unemployed last night from 
Toronto and -another 100 were to-day led 
to the belief they* would receive 19 to 
20 cents per hour handling grain and 
coal. As there is practically none to 
handle as yet, they- were asked to do 

i trucking ot 12 to 15 and only about a 
dozen newcomers went to work. Tho 
others wandered around mostly penni
less, the town sheltering and feeding, 
most of them. More laborers are expect
ed to-night. There has been practically 
no violence on the strikers’ part so far. 
The C.P.R. shipping is badly tied up. 
The Athabasca arrived yesterday but is 
not unloaded. The Dundee, loaded with 
grain is at the elevator waiting to be 
unloaded. Other boats are arriving.

Eight Year Old Boy Suicides.

Guelpih. May 9.—‘At Eden Grove, 
■between XValkerton and Paisley, a 
boy named Cahlin, eight years of age. 
hanged himself witli a rope rather 
than go to school. He had got into 
trouble at school, either with his 
playmates or teacher, and he refused 

| to go hack. The. mother insisted, and 
lie said he would die first.
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THE NE
Agnes C. :

The current number of ■ 
of Reviews contains a c: i-| 
Canada, filled with facts, 
Agnes C. Laut, tin- Caiiadia 
in New York. It deal, ni 
the great hinterland lying t 
monton.

Jt is reproduced here in p
This summer there will 

Quebec city tlie three iiumlv 
versary of the founding 
fort built in what is now Bri 
America. This celt biiitijm 
beginning of tiling.- with Ca, 
nation, and Canada a,- a i 
suddenly became a topic of 
est to the American people 
minion is the United Stall 
neighbor—nearest us to pfi 
speech and financial interest 
ited States yearly sends to (| 
most 100,000 settlers, and.Ill 
does not include the Piillui; 
ger class of people, tiu-Aiue 
italists who exploited the ni. 
of Sudbury and the silviu 
Cobalt, the band of wealthy 
who are today—at this "n 
writing—sending in a seen 
tion provisioned for three 
prospect the minerals of it 
land round Hudson Bay. 0| 
migration figures do not < 
tlie American land promt 
liave overrun Manitoba, $ 
wau and Alberta by the t 
buying up large tracts of h,i| 
millions of acres, xor does 
take account of the big ! urn

“O

* (This map, which was pra
ment, indicates the agricultural
rai I roads,—-the. Grand Trunk

dicates, which have bought, 
from Bush River near the 
to Smoky River and the Tea 
cial records have no cugnizal 
New York capitalists hacking 
to run railroads to tlie big I 
beds of Athabasca and Ml 
River, which were regarded ta 
ago as tlie backyards of till 
Pole.
A. Half-Million American Imn

For seven years tlie number 
erican settlers going into NortiJ 
Canada has fluctuated from 
-something over 100.000 *a yet 
other words, counting promot I 
capitalists, more than half a [ 
Americans have gone into Cal 
the last seven years ; and till 
ordinary thing about it is th| 
the homesteaders have- been t 
ed class. They have been 
American farmers-who have so 
land in Nebraska and Kansas a| 
souri and the Dakotas and Mil 
and Iowa for from $50 to $150 
and with that amount have mol 
Canada, homesteading a qua J 
tion and buying adjoining sectil 
railroad man told me some th rtf 
âgo that very lew of tlie Am 
settlers going into Canada arrivT 
smaller capital than $3,000, ai[ 
many of them had as much as 
I am not overstating it at a gul 
suppose that the American sett! 
ing into Canada average up a 
of at least $1,000 each. T liât. | 
that $500,000,000" of American 
has gone into Canada in the y>l 
years, not counting what hal 
for stocks and bonds. For ill 
the Morgan house took $10,00(1 
Maekenzie-Mami or Canada f 
era- railroad bonds two years aa 
that amount is a mere bagatell 
pared to holdings of other ban! 
other ventures, like banking an) 
icipal bonds. And the next -irf 
will see an increasing influx 
people and of capital. Two! 
ago J.. K. Cornwall, the Atll 
transportation man, was calf 
New York to confer on the 
of a railroad to—where do. 
agine? To Mackenzie River.

More facts need not be addi| 
prove that Canada and the 
States are near neighbors as I 
aneial . interests, but if you| 
that means' annexation, you 
taken. You can search Canail 
Halifax to Victoria and you f 
find one genuinely sincere 
tionist who. is a r.epresentativl 
except Goldwin Smith, and hcl 
a Canadian. He is an English f 
whom Canadians are proud 
among them, but his sentiml 
annexation are not the eentbJ 
the Canadian people. The fa 
there is absolutely no aim! 
sentiment in Canada may noil 
certain theorists, but it is a faf


