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St. Alban’s Cl;l:(’]l Beautifully
Decorated for the occasion.

TIIE NEW AGRICULTURAL HAL
SCENE.OF FESTIVITY AND
MERRIMENT,

HARVEST HO

L THE

The people of Atwood and vieinity
are being favored with a series of very
successful anniversary gatherings, and
that of St. Alban’s was by no means in
the background, but excelled its rival
denominations inasmuchasit combined
the usual features of an anniversary
service with a grand harvest thanks-
giving, beautifying the ‘edifice with
rich and rare Howers and the fruits of
the harvest. On the right, just in front
ot the congregation was a motto: “The
Lord of the harvest is here,” and on
the left: “Peace and Plenty reigns,” the
letters of which were ingeniously worked
with wheat heads ‘and bead-work made
of mountain ash berries, The ‘mottoes
were made by Mrs. S. II. Harding, A
beautitul centre bouquet, from Mrs,
Featherstone, of Listowel, was greatly
admired, and an easel covered with
cedar evergreens with an anchor made
of mountain ash berries placed in front
of the same was the most unique
and  prettiest thing in connection
with the floral decorations and admir-
ably displayed the cultured taste of
Mrs.(Dr.) J.R. Hamilton. Suspended
aboye the pulpit was a scythe literally
covered with the choicest flowers, while
on either side of the choir loft were
sickles covered with silver tinsel, the
work on whichdisplayed more than ord-
inary taste, A net-work of grapes
covered the back of the organ and a
border of thesame surrounded the pul-
pit, while innumerable bouquets of the
varesf and choicest flowers formed a
galaxy at the base, The windows were
fectooned with Sparrow-grass, the fine
te: ture and color harmonizing with the
surroundings very well. Wreaths,
sheaves of wheat, vegetables, ete., tastily
arranged oneither side and at the rear
of the church, with foliage beet in each
corner and a large castor bean over the
stove, added to the beauty and attract-
iveness of the church,

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

Rev. E. W, I1ughes, of Wingham, form-
erly incumbent of St. Alban’s, preached
an appropiate gerr on. #om Deut. 16:16
and 17. He porthaged the harvest scenes
in the East, the feast of tabernacles,
and the manner of thanksgiving in
oriental lands, particularly in Israel.
The church was crowded to the doors
Sunday evening with a congregation
composed of the different religious per
suasions in the village. The pale light
falling on the oak-stained walls, s0 much
admired by old country people, covereq
with all manner of fruit, flowers and
evergreens, together with the soft
strains of a thanksgiving hymn pro-
duced a strange feeling of reverential
awe and profound admiration, The
rev. gentleman preached ap earnest,
forcible discourse from Rev. 14:15 and
16. TRey. A. Henderson, M, A., assisted
in the service,

THE CHOIR
under the leadership of 'Miss
rendered excellent m usic, th
iliar and beaatiful hymn:
solemn thought,” by Miss
well received,

Parsons,
at old fam-
“One sweetly
Woods, was
Miss Woods has a rich,
full voice, which she commands with
apparent ease, Heralto singing was
much appreeiated,
MONDAY EVENING

the agricultural hall was. for the first
time opened with a harvest festival.
Tables were ladened with all manner of
good things in the exhibit hall, while
the intellectual feast was given in the
upper storey, which was decorated with
trophies of the bountiful harvest
kind Providence has just bestowed on
our people.  The program consisted of
music by the Atwood Brass Band, ad-
dresses by Revs. (,,‘lutf,ot'lh'ussels, Dack,
of Listowel; Hughes, of Wingham; the
chairman, Mr, Eccleston, and selec-
tions by the eflicient choir of St. John's
church, Brussels. The newly-appointed
organist, Miss Cale, presided and proved
to the satisfaction of musical eritics
present that she understands the man-
i[pul:ltiun of the ivorys to perfection.
. 05 7% Jackson, a favorite in musical
circles, Sang a very pretty solo, entit-
ed “The Light-house light.” Miss
Abraham has a rich, full alto voice,
and J. Jones Possesses a tenor that,
for clearness and penetration, is not
easily excelled in more pretentious
choirs, MissSturdy and Miss Jackson’s
voices blended nicely together,
Messrs.  Pepper and Jackson stayed
‘with the low notes in the several an-
thems in a manner creditable to them-
selves. The several addresses sparkled
with wit and humor Wwhich is always
appreciated on such oceasions, Mr,
Eccleston wandered on the subject
of “Courtship and Marriage,” while Mr.
Dack caught up the same strain’ and
lascerated the tender feelings of T
BEE editor cruelly. Mr, Cluff gave a
pointed and timely address on the ne-
cessity of more confidence and liberal
support to the ministers of the Gospel.
He believed that ministers should re-
ceive one hundred cents on the dollar
like other men and deal with church
finances in a practical, business-like
way. Mr. Hughes got off some good
tLixxgs. and his amusing style of deliy-
ery pleased the audience immensely.
'l‘hleproceeds netted the very respect-
able sum of $95,

while |

TIE CHTLDREN’S FESTIVATL

was held on Tuesday evening, and in
addition to the amp']e plovision of good
things a program 4fahtemry and musi-
cal nature was givin by the children to-
gether with an nn)m}\mte address by
their pastor, Rev. Xr. ecleston,

The p.-lins-t:tking effarts of wardens
Irwin and Longmre and the ladies of

The Benwell Murder,

Notes of Interest Regarding the
Birchall Trial,

SUNDAY, SEPT. 21.

the congregation g commendable in-
deed, and the chuwh is tichly deserving
of the success tha Las attended their
harvest home,

—_—
ELMA ¢OUXNCIL.,

The Court of Revision of the Eima
portion of the oulet to the Ellice or

To-morrow morning J. Reginald Bir-
chall will be placed on trial for the
murder of Frederick (. Benwell. Judg-
ing from the number of newspaper re-
porters already quartered in the town
the story of ‘the crime of Blenheim
swamp is as much a sensation to-day
as it was in the month of February last,
when America and Europe rang” with
theories and discoveries connected with

Maitland drain was commenced on the
8thSept. Membes all présent, but on
receipt of telegrans from the Engineer
and Solicitor for sime of the appellants
stating that neitler of them conld be
present until 3 o’detck axd asking Court
to adjourn till thag tinme, a resolution
was passed as follews:. Moved by Mr,
Loclihead, secondefl by#Mr, Richmond,
that this Court of Revisbn for hearing
appeals against the ass§sment of By-
law No. 265, of the towrship of Ellice,
be now adjourned till thee o’clock p.m.
Carried. At three o’clodk the Engineer
and Mr. Mabee, solicior for Messrs,
Coxson & Taylor, arrive( and Court of
Revision opened up agan when the ap-
peals against the assesspent were con-
sidered and all concerne, heard. Moved
by Mr. Lochhead, seconed by Mr.Coul-
ter, that all the lots fron36 to 23 inclus-
ive, in the 13th con, of Ema, be struck
off the Elma portion of lots that have
been assessed under Bylaw No. 265, of
the township of Ellice, for outlet to
Ellice drain, those lots being assessed
for the deviation of the [4th con. drain
and the said proposed @viation aban-
doned. Carried. Movel by Mr. Loch-
head, seconded by Mr. Qulter, that in
reference to certain appeals made
against the Elljce By-lar No. 265 the
Reeve be instrueted to @t reliable legal
advice in regard to crtain proposed
amendments to said B-law, and that
this Court now stand | adjourned till
Friday next, at 10 o’clox a.m. Carried.
On Friday according t adjournment
the (ourt again met Members all
present; minutes of last{lourt read and
signed, when after due onsideration it
was decided to appeal gainst the as-
Sessment of certain lan¢s in the 14th
con. and to have those los in the 13th
struck off.  Carried, Moved by Mr,
Lochhead, seconde by Mr. Coulter,
that By-laws N os, #5 anag 279, appoint-
ing an arbitrator re the assessment of
the Elma By-law No, 5'3 (appeal made
by Mornington) and afso Eliice By-law
No. 265 as now read a third time be fin.
ally passed. Carried. John MeMillan,
M. P., is the arbitrator appointed, On
the 8th insf, when Court of Revision
adjourned Council met for general bus.
mess. Minutes of last meeting read
and signed. Moved by Mr. Richmond,
seconded by Mr, Lochhead, that orders
be issued for payment of the following
accounts:—G. Langford #8.40, gravel;
J. Mann $4.10, gravel; C. Barr, $10.80,
gravel; S. McCourt B1, culvert; T, Line-
{ham $8.40; A, Farre]l B8, gT wvel; W.Medd
B10, gravel; H. Wilson $3.60, gravel; R.
Roe $1.80, gravel; M. Grimm $4.40,
gravel and culvert township line * Ellice
and Mornington; J. Keith $5.20, gravel;
G. Steve $9.50, ravel; W. Dewar 80c¢.,
gravel, and W, Peet $2.20, gravel. Car-.
ried. On Sept. 12th Council also met
for general business. Minutes of last
| meeting read and signed. Moved b
Mr. Coulter, seconded by Mr. Lochheal
that orders be issued for payment of
the following accounts:—W. Medd $14,-
10, gravel; H. Wilson $3, gravel; S.Love
50c., yepairing culvert and B4 covering
bridge con. 10; O, Queenyesser $39.77,
lamber for bridge, and J, Priest $4.50,
covering bridge con. 10, Carried,

T, Fu LLARTON, Clerk,
St s L T
Listowel.

Our fall fair was held last week, The
stock exhibit was good, but in many-
factures there was a poor display.,

Nearly every day last week from 20 to
40 teams may be seen at one time at
Hay Bros.” mill here, unloading bar-

[ ley,

)l}usiness is reviving
chants of all classes
summer trade.

The new organ for Knox church has
|arrived and is being builtinto its place.

It will, when completed be probably the
[ finest organ in the county.

The contract of gravelling, from Wesg,
| Coulter’s gate on the 5th line, Morning-
[ton, was awarded to James Moorehead

which is a guarantee that the job will
| be well done,

| The town foothall club,
[close and exciting mateh
| Iligh Se¢hool club by two goals to one
{on_Wednesday afternoon of last week.
| L. Lillico capfained the town team and
| Joe Ward the High Schoo] team. A
| second match will be played very short-

ly.
HURON AND ONTARIO Ry. Co—A
direotors of

Clinton re-

among the mer-
after a rather quiet

after g very
defeated the

|

[ meeting of the provineial

this company was held in

i’cently, called for the purpase of con-
sidering a proposition from g Toronto
gentleman to take over the charter and
‘construcL the road from Hamilton to
| Goderich yia Listowel. We understand
that the provingial directors are dis-
posed to accept the proposition upon a
satisfactory gnarantée of the road be-
ing built and operated by an independ-
ent company, which ap
scheme proposed. 5
town was one of the di
at the meeting.

dricker of this
rectors present

€ars to be the |

it, Even now, on the eve of the trial,
theorizing has not ceased. Ivery Scrap
of gossip having to do with any of the
people mentioned, one way or another,
with the Benwell murder is canvassed
and made most of, Nothing else is
talked of in Woedstock, and to indicate
the excitement of public feeling outside
this centre of the sensation, it ‘may be
mentioned that Sheriff Perry is inun-
dated with telegraphic requests from
all quarters for admission to the court
house while the trial is in progress. The
Sheriff has quite enough to do to satis-
ty the demands of the newspapers, and
it must be said that he has provided
accommodation for the reporters as ad-
equate as possibly could be expected.
A limited number of admission tickets
have been issued to the general publie,
but others will not take no for an ans-
wer, and keep on importuuiug. Publie
curiosity will, however, be tully satisfied
in the newspaper reports The telegraph
companies have made elaborate prepar-
ations for the anticipated pressure and
their crack operators are on the ground.
The press of the United States and
England, fearing a blockade in Wood
stock, have made additional arrange-
ments for partial service from Niagara
Falls, Toronto and elsewhere. "T'he
lawyers both for the prosecution and
defence are not idle eyen on the Sab-
btth, and inside the doors of their hotel
apartments the click of the typewriter
is heard all day long.  The “principal
witnesses also are on hand.

ITundreds of people drove out to Blen-
heim swamp to-day. The features of
the locality are, however, entirely chang-
ed from what they were on the day when
Benwell’s body was found in the thicket
there. A great number of trees and
acres of the underbrush havye been cut
and carried away, There is a thriving
trade done in furniture and walking
sticks made from the timber cut.in the
swamp,

All the detectives are working hard.
They have visited Blenheim swamp re-
peatedly during the past two days, mak-
ng calculations that are now of consid
eration when every detail of the eyi-
dence is being finally tested,

Some doubt was expressed late to-
night about the case going on to-mor-
row without a hitch. I'rom all present
appearances, however, no difliculty will
arise. B, B. Osler went down to
Toronto, but will be here in the morn-
ing. ' The court opensat 11. Mr. Jus-
tice MacMahon is in town, and Deputy
Attorney-General Cartwright has been
working all day and aj]) night getting
the evidence i shape,

There will be some record breaking
reportorial feats performed duling the
trial. Thebuilding is not the Dbestin
the world for hearing. TItis full of
echoes, and in order to avoid the possi-
bility of any mistake occurring Nelson
Butcher, the officia) court reporter, had
the precautionary measure taken of
placing a thick carpet of sawdnst inside
«@and outside the railing,

Among the American newspaper re-
presentatives up for the trial are Mr.,
Tyler of the New York Evening Sun,
and Mr. Blake, of the Now York

World,
MONDAY, SEPT. 22,

The great Birchall- Benwel] murder,
case oepened to day, and the first part of
the evidence leading to the clearing up
of the great: Blenheijm Swamp mystery
Was presented before an intelhgent and,

as it is believed, unprejudiced jury. The
court was not crowded, but was well
filled, lm’ge]y by witnesses and mem-
bers of the jury panel. Birchall walk-
ed firmly and quietly to the dock, close-
ly serutinized by every eye in the house,
The people saw simply ‘a good-looking
young man dressed with unusual care;
a shade of additional pallor on the face
and increased dilation of the pupils of
the eyes being the only signg manifest
about him of his being under any ex-
citement. The shadow of a nervous
smile flitted across his face as the de

buty sheriff opened the door of the box
and motioned him to his place. Ile
sat down at onee, and it was then found
| to the disappointment of many who de-
sired to look at him that only the upper
portion of his head cuuld pe seen above
the top rail of the box. A few seconds
after the prisoner had taken his place
the solicitor, 8. G. McKay, stepped over
for a short consultation with him,
There was a wait of about fifteen min-
utes, during which several ladies enter

ed. Mrs. Birchalt and her sister, Mrs,
West-Jones, were not present. They
remained izdoors, Mrs, Birchall is by
NO means improved in her nervous con-
dition by the knowledge that the day
of the trial had at last come. The law-
yers were early in their places, and had
all prepared to proceed at  the appoint-
ed time, Promptly at 11 o’clock yudge
MaceMahon, who had entered the hall a
few minutes before, came in and took
his place on the bench, All in the
court rose in the customary manner to

receive him, save the prisoner, who
looked about him as he saw the people
rise, but seemed to decide that it was
his place to do nothing without orders,
and so remained seated, Court Crier
McKay opened the court after the usual
form and at once the case was called.
The court clerk rose with indictment
in hand, and looking to the box called
the prisoner’s name.” Birchall at once
rose and the indictment was read in-
dicting him by the name of John Reg-
inald Birehallfor the murder of Fred-
erick Cornwallis Benwell.

“How say you, John Reginald Birch-
all?” asked the clerk. “Guilty or not
guilty »”

The prisoner’s reply was clear and
distinet, “Not guilty.”

“Are you ready for your trial ?” asked
the clerk.

Birchall looked toward the table
where the lawyers on his side were as-
sembled.

Mr. Blackstock rose.
the prisoner, my Lord,”
we are ready to proeeed.”

There was considerable difficulty in
empanelling a jury suitable to Mr.
Blackstock, the defence, However, he
accepted the following Jurors:—Albert
Clare. The oath was administered to
Mr. Clare in the usual form as follow:—
“You shal well and truly try and true
deliverance make between ourSovereign
Jiady the Qneen and the prisoner at the
bar, whom you shall have in charge,
and a true deliverance make according
to the evidence. So help you God.”
After the oath had been administered
the remainder of the jury were duly em-
panelled as follows:—Robert Murray,
Albert MeCann, Joseph Longfield, Geo,
Christopher, J. D, Smith,  Augustus
Bushel, Donald Murray, Daniel McLea n,
A. S. McKay, James McKay, John Mec-
Kay.

Ayfter the jury had been empanelled
Mr. Blackstock™ asked that the Crown
witnesses should be directed to with-
draw from within hearing of the court
during the opening address of the learn-
ed counsel for the Crown, Mr. Osler
had no objection to offer, and his Lord-
ship gave directions in accordance with
his request.

It was precisely

“I am here for
said he, “and

& quarter to twel\'e‘
o’clock when Mr. Osler rose to open |
the case for the Crown, The hum  of
voices and the movement to and fro
that invariably attends the swearing in
of the jury subsided. The prisoner sat
down and the panels of s box effect-
ually screene(f him from view., A |
solemn stillness pPervadex the court as
Mr. Osler in slow, measured tones com- '
menced his address, Step by step he |
led the jury through the intricate maze f
of circumstances upon which the theory
of the prosecution is built, In deadly
array he marshalled forth his facts—
eloquently and in logical sequgnce—and |
the large audience that filled the court-
room hung with breathless interest on |
every word he uttered, |

The Crown had something over 7p|
witnesses to examine, Some of them
will be very short. Most ofthem speak
to but oneincident, and do not think |
there will be more than one, or perhaps
two, witnesses whose examination wil]
occupf' long time,

William MeDonald w
ness called.

A ripple of excitement passed over |
the large andience as the Crown ecalled |
out the name of D, R, Pelly, who was |
the next and last Witness-examined tc- |
day.

Court then adjourned.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23.

Birchall rose with the lark this morn- |
ing and took his usual matutinal exer-
cise after eating a hearty breaktast,
About 9:30 o’clock the carriage that
was to convey him to the court room
was in attendance, He wasg in the dock |
before the audience had assembled ip |
any considerable numbers and before |
the long array of counsel had taken '
their seats in front of the extemporised |
bench,

Mrs. Birchall and
were amongst the aud
pied seats to the lett
dock—almost four feet from where Bir- |
chall was sitting. Mrs, Birchall wore a |
blue silk dress of the latest fashion, and |
Mrs. West-Jones a robe of a ighter hue |
and woolen texture, Both wore closc»;
fitting, dark bonnets, and Mrs. Birchall |
was veiled, not, however, so heavily as |
to conceal her features or to hide her |
anxious, careworn look. }

The counsel were all in their places
when Mr. Justice MacMahon took Lis |
seat on the bench at 10 o’clock,

D. R. Pelly, whose eyidence in chie
had not been concluded
day, was again under
of Mr. Osler,

Mr, Blackstock began his cross-exam- |
ination by asking Mr. Pelly’s age :md!
the extent of his travels, “I am 2515
years of age,” said Mr. Pelly, “and the
3or4 years that have passed since 1|
have left the university [ have spent in |
travel.”

“Where have yon been 9” asked Mr, |
Osler. “I have “been to a good many
places,” the witness replied. Ete,
ete.

Mr. Osler re-examined the witness.

There was a ripple of excitement in
court when Charles Benw ell, brother of
the deceased, was called. He said:—

My brother’'s name was Frederick
Cornwallis; he was the eldest son, being
about 24 years of age, and about a year
and a half older than myself. He'was !
in New Zealand for almost two years,
and had been back from there about 2
years when he came to Canada. He

I

as the first wit-

Mrs, \\'est-.lonos“
lence and oceu- |
of the 1)1'isunvr‘sJ

f|
on the opening |
the examination

had been looking out for oceupation,

e,

’ My brother w

|a friendly

as of perfectly temperate
and sober habits and his method of life
regular, He was shorter than I by
about two inches, His hair was some-
what lighter than mine (the witness’
hair is coal black), but I would call 1t
dark. He was clean shayen, I lett
England on the fourth of this month.
Ete, ete,

Wm. I, Davis, civil engineer and
Provincial lana surveyor, was the next
witness called and his examination oc-
cupied nearly two hours time. It was
in a measure technical, relating to the
measurements and the process by which
they were accomplished. Ete., ete.

While this witness was being exaprin-
ed Birehall eyed him keenly; and when
Mr. Blackstock rose for the CroSs-exam-
ination Mrs, Birchall, who was sitting
only a few feet to theleft of her husband
seemed rather uneasy, . The feeling,
however, gradually disappeared as the
counsel for the defence extraefed with
great difficulty admissions from the
witness which occasionally ‘seemed to
but amore favorable phase upon the
prisoner’s case,

In the afternoon the
even larger than

attendance was
at the morning sitting,
anda greater crowd was hanging round
the doors seeking vaiuly for admission,
but eagerly can 7assing -every serap of.
news that could be gathered from any-
one who had been hstening to the testi-
mony,

The first witness called was C
Ross, who made the
the distance between
the railway station witl
described, in
General C
measured

apt. J.
measurement of
the swamp and
L Mr. Davis. He
answer to Deputy Attorney
artwright, the road they
»and pointed out on a plan in
)ll‘.(';lx't\x'l'igllt’s hands the route lead-
ing to and from the Swamp—the way
the prisoner and Benwell were believed
to haye taken after leaving the Govern-
or’s road to the Swamp and the way
back again from the swamp to the road
and thence to the station. Down al-
most to the minutest detai Lisevidence
was corroborative of the testimony
of the last witness, with whom he com

pared watches as the measurements
were made. Ete., ete,

Patrick McGuire, wha resides at
Blenheim, at Jot 23, closeto this swamp,
eéxamined by County Crown Attorney
Ball, declared that he knew this swamp
pretty well. Ete., ete,

Joseph Elveridge, who lives at lot 15,
in the second concession, was the next
witness. Ile was called to describe the
finding of the body. Ilestated in answer
to County Crown Attoiney Ball that he
was on the Horsey farm on the 21st
February last, [Je went there to cut
wood for himself and Mr. Horsey. 1le
remembered the day of the week—it
was Saturday. - Ete., ete,

Geo. Elveridge, brother of the last
witness, was then called. He corrobor-
ated his brother’s evidence in the mmin.
He thought they were ahout fifteen
yards from the body when they first
saw it. Ete, ete,

William Crosby, the magistrate who
was called upon by the Elveridee broth-
ers when they found the body, was next
called to the witness stand. Ile ex
plained with greater particularity than
any previous witness the position of the
body and condition of the clothes as he
saw them. He illustrated to the jury-
men exactly'the attitude the body oc-
cupied, showing that it rested upon a
pile or fallen mass of saplings, the
right leg resting upon a sapling, and
the left crossing it underneath, and the
head resting upon the ice and frozen in.
Ete., ete.

The prisoner]

( istened fo the testimony
of this witness

as it was elicted by Mr.
Osler with a more intense degree of in-
terest than he evinced at any former
period of the case. No shadow ofa
smile played on his features and ]e
motioued once or twice to his legal ac -
viser,

John Gregg, the setxon of Princet n
cemetery was next examined by M,
Osler. 1Te said he remembered the fun-
eral of the man who was found in the
swamp. He lLad charge of the grave
and was present when the prisoner came
to the cemetery, and when the body was
exhumed Mr. Sewartz gave him the or-
der, and altogether the body wuas ex-
humed 4 times, Ete., ete.

At the close of this witness’ eross ex-
amination the court rose, A tremend-
ous erowd had congregated in frontof
the Town IIall.  When the andience
was dispersing everybody was anxious
to get a glimpse of Birchall as he was
escorted to his carriage and driven off,
He smiled and nodded to a few friends
as he was driven towards the gaol.

(CONTINUED NpxT WEEK.)

Additional Local Items,

Miss DENNISON, of
ly of Deseronto, 11

Toronto, forme-
astings Co., made us
call Wednesday. Miss Den-
nison has g sister livivg in Listo-
wel,

ON aecount of large additions in
other lines [ wish to reduce my stock
of wall paper and any one purchasing
wall paper from me far the next 40 days
and mentioning having seen this notice
Will have a discount of 25 per cent.—
M. E. NEADs,

SOME of our readers have mistaken
the house and lot A. Campbell offers
for sale in this paper tor the house and
shep in which he resides. The proper-
ty for sale is situated opposite the old
tanner, property.  Mr, Campbel] has
no notion of disposing of hiarness
shop and hLouse in counnection theres
with,




