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Secretary McKenzie's Report
The following is the report of the Secretary, Roderick McKenzie, at the 

Manitoba Grain Growers’ Convention at Brandon on January 8

portant work to engage our attention 
for the present.

Another encouraging feature of the 
year’s operation is the increased number 
of our branches which hold regular 
meetings at stated periods. Where ade­
quate preparation is made by the officers 
of the association to provide suitable 
programs fqr those meetings; they prove 
a marked success. In many instances 
the meetings of the Grain Growers’ 
Associations have become the social centre 
of the community in which they are held. 
They become responsible for a develop­
ment in the social side of farm life. They 
train members to interest themselves 
in public questions. They become the 
happy medium for building of character 
and training for usefulness.

As compared to 1911, the receipts 
for membership dues shows a slight 
increase. Five new branches were organ­
ized, but to offset that gain there are 
a larger number of branches that did 
not send in dues than in any former year. 
The activity of our secretaries in for­
warding dues in the first half of the year 
gave indication of renewed activity, as 
the amounts received were much higher 
than the corresponding period of the 
previous year. . This early activity, how­
ever, was not maintained during the 
last half of the year, no doubt largely

r

Looking To The Future
One lesson we are to learn from the 

last eighteen months’ experience is that 
if we are to fill the functions that the 
Grain Growers’ association should per­
form in laying the foundation for a better 
and purer democracy, we will need to 
rnàke a change in our system of organ­
ization. The methods employed in the 
early stages of the development of the

movement fail to meet the case at the 
present stage. It is quite apparent 
that the Grain Growers’ movement is 
emerging from the shock it received some 
eighteen months ago, where some of our 
members were enticed by other in­
fluences from the allegiance they owe to 
themselves and the Grain Growers’ 
movement. Grain growers are recogniz­
ing the baseness of abandoning their 
own organization at a time when it needs 
their help most. That interests who 
enjoy special privileges at the expense 
of the common people have become more 
aggressive from the fact thet they had 
been able to make a split in the ranks 
of the farmers’ movement at a critical 
period when questions of vital importance 
were to be decided ia evident. They 
flatter themselves that the farmers’ 
organization is no longer a barrier to their 
exploiting the common people. It is 
'gratifying to observe, however, that there 
are indications that this temporary back­
set has already reacted and is forming 
a basis for a more vigorous propaganda 
and stronger demand being made for 
economic freedom.

It would seem sound wisdom if this 
convention would devote a, good deal 
of time to the working of a compre­
hensive scheme of organisation along 
educational and co-operative lines, that 
would draw the rural population into 
closer relationship for the improvements 
of social conditions surrounding farm 
life. It is part of wisdom for the grain

One
Mancan
Tj

(83) 28

. Earn $2000.00 • year
I extra money, besides your reeu-
^ l« firm work, with the

Improved Powers 
, Boring and Drilling
\ Machine. Bore, s well 100 ft. 

deep In 10 hour.. One min cm rue 
»ltSistesooper.te.lt end eeiflr mores 

ro*d. Bor., .r.rylhtnf 
^Cto.*,»rd “d II drill. Ihek " low.r or .ulIn., rol.t.. it. own 

^ drill. x».y|.nn«i writ, fee

growers to adapt themselves to changed 
conditions. Hitherto we have been slow 
in doing so, but the exigencies surround­
ing the conditions under which we market 
our products and secure commodities 
for our homes and farms, demand a 
closer and more intelligent interest on the 
part of the farmers in everything that 
relates to the distribution of these com­
modities, to the end that the enormous 
and apparently unnecessary waste that 
now obtains between producers and 
consumers, if not totally eliminated, at 
least be reduced to a minimum.

Obstinacy is the mule among the 
lassions—a mistake of nature.—-r. 8.fassions—a mistake
lupont de Nemours.
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R. McKENZIE, Secretary 
Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association

due to the harrassing conditions en­
countered by farmers in securing their 
crop, by adverse climatic conditions 
and lack of proper farm help. Last 
month, however, showed a great re­
vival of interest. Those branches that 
have held their annual meetings report 
more interest in the questions represented 
by the Grain Growers’ movement than 
in any former year.

Contributions to Central
Since the Manitoba Grain Growers’ 

association was formed, the branches 
have contributed to the Central As­
sociation dues as follows:
1903 ..................................... S 703.80
1904 ............................   977.40
1905 ......................................... 1,618.00
1906 ................................. -.... 1,889.60
1907 ........................................... 1,847.00
1908 ........................................... 2,933.60
1909 .......   2,823.80
1910 ........................................... 3,774.45
1911 .................   2,548.45
1912 ........................................... 2,555.47

$21,671.92

An average of $2,176 a year. A very 
insignificant amount when you consider 
the magnitude of the problems that con­
front us, and with which we are expected 
to join issue. The issue is a conflict with 
privileged interests and for the Reign of 
Right and Justice. Those who desire 
that the Reign of Right should triumph 
must put themselves and their substance 
into the conflict. We need money, but 
our greater need is men—men who will 
put themselves, their manhood, into 
the Struggle for- economic liberty.

Increase in Co-operation
The feature of the year’s operation 

is the increased number of our local 
branches, which are supplying their 
members with staple commodities on 
the co-operative plan. This feature of 
our work is being developed from year 
to year, and has now reached the stage 
where it seems to be necessary to give 
this co-operative movement some central 
authority to give it direction and.enzure 
it a wider measure of success. Every 1 
effort should be strained in the future 
to foster and encourage this movement. 
Thinking men amongst us begin to 
realize that the problems of the future 
will only be solved by a higher form of 
co-operative effort among the producing 
classes. Training for this higher co­
operative effort should be the most im-

If a farm tractor Is to be a success in the hands of its owner, it must be easy to operate and 
just as easy to care for. This is possible only when the construction is simple and every part is 

easy of access. There is nothing complicated about the construction of a Hart-Parr Oil Tractor. Yearn 
of field experience and of “know-how” in the making, enable ue to build a tractor of wonderful 
simplicity and accessibility.

F»w».t Parte By actual count, a Hart-Parr 
d . Oil Tractor has several hundred 

I* ewest Repair* less parts than any other tractor 
of equal horsepower. This fewness of working parts 
gives greater simplicity, strength, efficiency and 
durability, with less friction and wear, less chances 
for trouble and less delay in making adjustments or 
repairs, than is otherwise possible. Just look at the 
sectional view of our 60 H.P. motor and see how 
easy it is to get at the “insides.”
Nn Rnlt»fl On Bach cylinder head is cast as an 
ri i* i ll i integral part of the cylinder 
Cylinder Head* itself. No bolts, no trouble­
some packing. Nothing here to cause worry. Every 
other part is characterized by the same simplicity 
of construction.
A One-Man A man of average mechanical abll- une man lty can eltgUy operate a Hart-Parr
Vutnt Oil Tractor and make proper ad­
justments and repairs. A turn or two on the fly­
wheel sets the engine humming. A forward or 
backward swing of a single lever pute the tractor

in motion. As soon as the cylinders have been 
properly warmed on gasoline, you can change over 
to cheapest kerosene without leaving the running 
board. Nothing could be more simple than this. 
Moreover, every part of a Hart-Parr Tractor is at 
your finger tips. You don’t have to tear down the 
whole engine to get at a single part.

Tii» Servir» Service, too, count» for much 
tv’,, when you buy a tractor. If your 

We Give Yon choice is a Hart-Parr, the quality 
of the service you’ll get is top-notch. Our experts 
a|e always ready to give you the utmost aid and 
attention whenever necessary. If it s a question of 
repairs, you need only order them and then forget 
about delivery. Hart-Parr Service will lay them 
down at your station in the shortest time and at 
least expense.

r»* n„r r.t.We would llke 40 eend 70X1uet Uur Catalog our catalog and literature, 
fully explaining our product and servl&e. Just give 
us your name and address.

HART-PARR CO.. 34 Main St., Portage la Prairie, Man.
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