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Lessons for Sundays and Holy Days.

Feb. 2—Purifie, of Mary the B. V. 
Morning—Exod. 13: 1—17 ; Matt. 18:21—19 : 3. 
Evening—Hag. 2: 1—10; Acts 20 : 1—17.

Feb. 5—5th Sunday after Epiphany. 
Morning—Prov. 1 ; Matt. 20: 17.
Evening—Prov. 3 or 8 ; Acts 21: 17—37.

Feb. 12—Septuagesima.
Morning—Gen. 1 & 2 : 1—4; Rev. 21: 1—9. 
Evening—Gen. 2: 4 or Job 38; Rev. 21 : 9—22: 6.

Feb. 19—Sexagcsima.
Morning—Gen. 3; Matt. 27 : 1—27.
Evening—Gen. 0 or 8 ; Rom. 3.

Feb. 24--St. Matthias A. & M 
Morning—1 Sam. 2: 27—36; Mark 1: 21. 
Evening—Isai. 22: 15 ; Rom. 8: 1—18.

Appropriate Hymns for V ifth Sunday attei^.J£j>i- 
phany, and Septuagesima Sunday, compiled by 
Dr. Albert Ham, E.R.C.O., organist and director 
of the choir of St. James’ Cathedral, Toronto. 
The numbers are taken from the new Hymn Book, 
many of which may bv iound in other hymnals.

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY.

Holy Communion : 252, 255, 258, 525.
Processional : 397, 473, 625, 636.
Offertory : 429, 448, 550, 579.
Children : 704, 707, 709, 712.
General : 481, 504, 515, 5^9-

*
SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY.

Processional : "226, 470, 536, 653.
Offertory : 103, 483, 611, 641.
Children : 422, 570, 650, 686.
General : 50, 412, 629, 637.

THE PURIFICATION OF SAINT MARY 
THE VIRGIN.

“Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord 
is with thee.”—St. Luke 1 : 28.

The average Anglican is too negative in his 
attitude to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Church 
does not intend that he should be so. She has 
provided for the regular Eucharistic observance 
of the Purification and the Annunciation. And the 
Conception of the Virgin- Mary is noted in the 
Lcctionarv for December. Further, how can we

celebrate the Nativity of Christ without lmditu- 
ting upon the Mother of our Lord ? L.turgi- 
cally, therefore, the Blessed Virgin receives great 
honour in our branch of the Catholic Church. 
But on the whole the intention of the Church s 
disregarded. Historically we know why this is 
so. Our average attitude is a rebound from the 
extravagances of medievalism. Because some go 
to the extreme of worshipping Mary and calling 
her the Queen of Heaven, others have gone to 
the extreme of neglect and indifference. But in 
this as___well as in other matters the Scriptural 
balance of the Anglican Church reveals itself 
The truth is lost sight of in extremes ; it is em
phasized in the intention of our Church. Al
though at the present time our attention is dir
ected to the Pur.fication, we have taken a text 
from the Annunciation, which inspires the atti
tude which we ought to maintain towards St. 
Mary. A true Christian always honours mother
hood. There is no more honourable motherhood 
than that of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose Son 
is the greatest benefactor of the human race. - We 
must believe in the exceptional puiity and love
liness of her l.fe. For had she been otherwise 
she never would have been chosen by-God to be 
the instrument of the Incarnation. Among the 
mothers of men, of great and noble men, she 
stands the most exalted of all. Consider what a 
wonderfqj influence she must have exerted over 
the Child Jesus in His human development. If 
we are to believe in the humanity of Jesus, and 
in His perfect humanity, we cannot afford :o 
banish from our thoughts the influence of the 
Blessed Virgin. To emphasize the humanity jf. 
our Lord and its excellence is to draw attention 
to the unique humanity of His. Blessed Mother. 
In all our meditation upon the Blessed Virgin we 
must dwell upon the “glory of her humility and 
self-effacement.” “Behold, the handmaid of the 
Lord ; be it unto me according to Thy word. ” 
In all demands of service made by God this re
sponse of Mary stands absolutely alone. It was 
a great demand, but the obedience of Mary shows 
the depth of her love for God and the strength of 
her faith in God. Her Son, the Son of God, the 
God-Man, in His Supreme obedience to the will 
of the Father, sheds a glorious light upon this, 
her obedience to the will of God. In the resig
nation of self to'the fulfilment < f the will of God, 
Mary is a teacher and an inspiration for us all. 
It is not necessary to pray to her to be helped bv 
her. For her example of humility and self-efface
ment inspires and assists us in the discharge of 
our duties and in our spiritual development. Let 

t us therefore, develop more filial reverence towards 
the Mother of Our Lord. This is the greatest 
honour we ran pay her, the. woman most hom 
cured of God. And in paying her this honour 
we sliall be inspired to labour on for more love, 
humility, and purity in this world, and to honour 
and glory in these virtues, as we find them de
veloped in the lives about us. How can we love 
the Lord Jesus Christ without loving His Mother.
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Spirituality.
As a man grows older if he be at all sincere 

in his religious profession and practice he grad
ually finds himself sitting more loosely to the 
world, and growing more deeply interested in 
spiritual things. This rule^does not, of course, 
apply to the confirmed sensualist, who looks ’o 
the gratification of sense as a compensation for 
the toils, trials and troubles of his every-day life; 
who really counts his worldly business, its profits 
and losses, as the main concern of life, and 
simply regards religion as a sentimental matter 
to be thought of for a few minutes, on getting 
up in the morning and lying down at night, and 
to be mainly disposed of by attending one or two

nvivices on Sunday. No, something far more 
honest, searching and unselfish is absolutely 
necessary before a man can at all real ze what 
true spirituality means. The guiding principle 
of his life and the longing desire of his soul, - 
who would know what spirituality really is, can
not better be expressed than in the two favourite 
texts of the saintly Jerome : “But his delight ,s 
m the law of the Lord ; and in 11 is law will he 
exercise himself day and night,” and the ra
tional outcome of such “delight” and “exercise,”'
“O that I had w.ngs like a dove ! for then would 
I flee away, and be at rest.”

*
Old Catholics.

We find that the English Brant h of the Old 
Catholics no longer exists as a corporate body.
A few years ago we mentioned the consecration 
of Dr. Arnold H. Matthew as a regional Old Cath
olic Bishop in England, an event which was al
most co-terminous with the publication by Dr. 
Matthew of an extremely able defence of our 
orders from Roman critics. Had this açpoint- 
ment been judiciously followed up it might have 
provided a useful place for unsettled Romanists, 
but of late there has been dissension followed by 
Bishop Matthew’s separation from the Church in 
Holland. He has been accompanied by some ten 
priests, while a young German priest who min
istered chiefly to foreigners in Kensington con
tinues connected with the Old Catholics of Hol
land and Bishop Matthew’s pro-Cathcdral in 
Islington has joined the Church under the Bishop 
of London.

It
Norwich.

The social conditions of the English cities have 
been of late, a matter of public interest, leading, 
we hope, to both publ c and private improvements. 
The first notable publication was that by the then 
plain Charles Booth, who, with a staff of skilled 
assistants, produced his work on London. The 
most recent publication of this kind is by C. B. 
Hawkins, upon Norwich, which he calls “a fair 
ciiy, worthy of the noblest things.” Norwich, - 
about f 140, became noted from the death of a 
little boy, who was raised to be a saint as St. 
William of Norwich. The most unhappy result 
of the mysterious death of this lad was the ori
gin of ihe belief that the Jews sacrificed boys at 
Easter, as a religious and devout act; a fable 
which spread rapidly through Europe and re
sulted in new excuses for the persecution of the 
race. Dr. Jessup has shown the extreme im
probability of the story, but it is too long to go 
into now. Norwich lias another Juliana poet and 
mystic to boast of. In this work Mr. Hawkins 
takes up the multiplication of religious bodies.
He calls Norwich the capital of Puritan England, 
saying that it has inherited more churches on a 
rough estimate than any other city of its size in 
the three Kingdoms. Counting them all, there 
are no fewer than ninety-eight representing fif
teen- different denominations. JThe Church of 
England controls more than half this number, or 

*1. ~4&ed.,*hi f-nspy-mce ■ parish.»?. Jjft*.
to the .ClïfiTrh’s discharge of its duties M^. Haw
kins says : “Its social work is much more ex
tensive. There are many dark places in Nor
wich, into which the light of educated public 
opinion is only brought by the agency of the par
son and the,district visitor.”

*
Churchmen All.

In a brilliant and impressive article the Church 
Times recently placed before its readers some 
strong grounds for its belief thaf there is a verv 
real bond of union between Evangelicals and 
High Churchmen. None the less real because it 
is not strongly apparent to the careless observer, 
and none the less powerful and determined be
cause it is not usually manifested to the public


