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° Hot in Vain.

“ I have labored in vein," a teacher said.
And her brow was marked by care ;

111 have labored in vain." She bowed her head, 
And bitter end sad were the tears she shed 

In that moment of dark despair.

“ 1 am weary and worn, and my hands are week, 
And m> courage is wed nigh gone ;

For none give heed to the words 1 speak.
And in vain for a promise of fruit 1 leak. 

Where the seed of the word is sown."

And again with e sorrowful heart she wept,
For her spirit with grief wes stirred j 

Till the night grew daik, and at last she slept, 
And i eilent calm o’er her spirit crept,

And a whisper of “ peace” was beard.

And she thought in her dreame that the soul took 
flight,

To a blessed and bright abode ;
She taw a throne of tissuing light.
And harps were tinging, and robes were white, 

Mads white in a Saviour’s blood.

And she taw such a counties, throng around 
A. the never had Men before—

Their brow» with jewel, of light were crowned, 
And sorrow and sighing no piece had found, 

V’For the trouble, of time were o’er.

Then t white-robed maiden came forth end eaid,
“Joy ! joy ! for thy trials ere peel !

I am one that thy gentle word, hare led 
In the narrow pathway of life to trend—

1 welcome thee home at last !

And the teacher gazed on the maiden’s face ;
She had seen that face on earth,

When, with anxious heart, in her wonted piece, 
She had told her charge of a Sariour’e grace, 

And their need of a second birth.

Then the teacher smiled, end an angel said,
“ Go forth to thy work again ;

It is no: in rain that the seed ia abed : „
If only one soul to the cross is led,

Thy labor is not in rain.’

And at last she woke, and her knee she bent 
In grateful, child-like prayer—

And she prayed till an answer of peace wes sent, 
And Faith and Hops as a rainbow blent.

O’er the clouds of her earthly care.

And she rose in joy, and her eye wee bright,
1 Her sorrow and grief had fled—
And her soul was calm and her heart wee light. 
For her bands were strong in her Saviour’s 

might.
As forth to her work she sped.

Then rise, fellow-tascher, to labor go !
• Wide scatter the precious grain—
Though the fruit may never be seen below,
Be sure that the seed of the Word shall grow j 
Toil on in faith, and thou soon shall know 

“ Tfcy labor is not in vain !"
—S. H. World.
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From the Wesleyan Methodist Magasine.
The Portrait of Mary in Heaven

The French patleur mangelique, M. Napoleon 
Rousael, gives an interesting correapondtbee, 
under tide title, between the Abbess Marie de 

' Saint 1,\ H°, °f 8t. Mary’s, an’d the monk, 
Joseph t * St. Pierre, of the cloister of the As
sumption) dated 1854. A few passages follow :— 

“ St. Mary’» Abbty, Aug. 16, 1834.
“ My Brother,—I am now placed at the 

head of this convent, having quitted the world 
without regret : but I confess to a desire fut 
some of those elegenclee which make cloistered 
life more endurable. I am now redecorating 
my oeil, and the thing 1 most want is a portrait 
of my gentle palroneee. Such pictures as yours 
would be as good company as a living being. 1 
write, then, to bespeak from you, at any price 
you think proper to fix, a portrait, as faithful as 
possible, of the most holy Virgin. I wish k 
faithful, not imaginary ; end I fancy I could pfey 
more earnestly to our patroness, if I could re
present her to myself exactly is she is now in 
heaven.

- “ Your humble servant,
**’■ “ Marie nt Saixt Roman."

To which lette^the monk replies, as fol
lows ^

“ Mt Sister,—I. like you, have left the 
world ; but, not having renounced my former 
profession of painting, I received your order 
with lively pleasure in this my eolitude. I shall 
indeed endeavour to compose your picture with 
all possible care, and devote my chief attention 
to Me hkauit, as y ou so desire.

“ You are aware that all the well-known por 
traits extant of the blessed Virgin are merely 
pictures of the most beautiful women their re
spective artiste could find ; and, else ! few of 
them resemble the holy Virgin. I feel that I 
shall have to go far beyond the legends and 
• lives’ of our patroness, and seek in the fountain
head of Holy Scripture authentic particulars 
respecting her, to guide my pencil with fidelity. 
But an obstacle here presents itself—J have no 
BibU - 1 have searched for one in vain in the
library of our convent, and write now to beg, 
that, if yours is more fortunate in that respect, 
you will allow me the use of it while I am study 
ing your picture.

“ Humbly your brother,
- “ Joseph de Saixt Pierre.j

She abbess replies :—
Mt Brother,—Your plan is charming : but, 

ear convent not affording a copy of Holy Writ, 
I wrote to Home to request on# from the library 
of the holy fathers ; this holy volume 1 send 
herewith. Now, then, work on boldly, and I 
will pray that your pencil way he guided aright.

4ftar two years, Su Pierre writes again to the 
pbbtas :—

Mt Sheer,—Here at length is the work com, 
pitted conscientiously and faithfully. May it 
|4r—« yen 1 In order to picture a face to your-' 
f-ir yea would want to know the age of Lue 
pBton On the arrival of your Bible, therefore, 
J opened the Gospel by St. Lube, to ascertain, 
if possible, Mary’s age. And, as she wes be-
toothed at the time of tbs poooept**, sbs was of

i of mafTiegeehie age, (let us suppose, 
twenty,)—so the! with» birth ef ear lord 

in her twrmt,-first yeer. From 
when Mnty fafeV lb»
a '.vc T edi ess tabler

prayer with the disciples. Now, supposing her Jesus, 
to have lived with St. John four or five years j 
after the crucifixion, she would be about sixty 
years of age before she ascended to heart n.

'• Now another circumstance to be ascertained 
ia bar maternity, which more or less affects the 
countenance and constitution of a woman. 1 
sat ia Malt. L that Jesus was called • the jirtt- 
bon Son of Mary," and that Josenhilid not live 
with her a» her husband till the birth of 
Then in Malt, xii 1 find ' HU brothers’ mention
ed. Cousuu, 1 thought and hoped : but at verse»
65 sod 6ti [chap. xiiLJ 1 found xi.dcrz ol Jtaua 
mentioned also. Now, though the words for 
brother sod couem may be used interchangeably 
in the Greek, it is not so with uiiiyy, the word 
for tuler, which means the female child of the 
[eamej parent Now, if those who wrote the 
Bible had believed the perpetual virginity of 
Mary, they would have avoided the ambiguity of 
tbU term, which must be understood in iu ex
ceptional sense to make it mean count.- The 
N as arenas, among whom the Lord'» childhood 
had been pasted, say of Him, ' Is not thU the 
carpenter’s Son ? ia not Hie mother called Mary ? 
end His brothers, James, Joees, Simon, and 
) udae f and are not Hit titUrt here with us T 
If Jceue were the only Son of Mary, why ia the 
Scripture eilent upon the point f We read that 
lie U 'Mr only begotten Son of God,' but not 
that He ia the only Son of Mary. I draw this 
inference, therefore,—that Mary’s children were,
Jesus, her firstborn, Hie four brothers, and (as
• sisters’ cannot mean lot than two) his two 
sisters. So that 1 find Mary the mother of seven 
children. This will account to you for the 
slightly emaciated features of » woman aged 
sixty, in the picture I send yon of the Virgin 
Mary. We do not know if those feature» were 
beautiful ; but we know that our Redeemer, who 
is worthy of all our worship, had no outward
* form or comeliness.’* And may we not sup
pose that, having no mortal father to resemble,
He perhaps resembled Hie mot lier, whose beauty 
■as more that of a meek and humble spirit than 
form or features of special loveliness P >

“ Then, I thought, it is Mary, aa she ia now in 
heaven, I have to imagine, and not Mary in 
"youth,—Mary the mother of our Lord, the Man 
of sorrows,—Mazy, whose soul had been pierced 
with anguish as with a sword. Then Jesus tells 
us that those who are * worthy of the returrec- 
I ore * /.t— irais Me nnnrlt r* and. therefore,
Mary in heaven is like unto the angels, who, we 
are told, veil their feces with their wings, while 
they cty, ‘Holy ! Holy ! Holy !’ This ia the reason 
why yon find wings in the picture,—an admirable 
method of traversing space, as God’s * ministers, 
who do Hie pleasure.' And, as we find in the 
book of Revelation that the redeemed ere clothed 
with 1 wAi/< robot,’ 1 have thus draped the por
trait of Mary in heaven ; with which I hope you 
will be pleased, ae the most faithful of all thtt 
have even been painted.

Respectfully your brother,
•• JoeEPH de Saixt Pierre.

“ P S—I return your Bible, that you may 
verify the quotations which justify my work."

After the lapse of a year, the following letter 
fr the Abbess closed the remarkable corres
pondence :—

" Dear Brother ix oar Lord axd Saviolr 
JtSEs CHRIST,—I address you with feelings of 
the purest joy. Y ou have rendered me a great 
service. You sent me an inanimate portrait of 
a redeemed woman ; but you have shown to me 
God in Christ, her Saviour, and mine also. This 
needs explanation. I will now unfold the matter 
to you. On receipt of your packet, the sight 
confounded me. I read your letter and with 
much reluctance yielded to your arguments 
while 1 hung up the portrait in my cell. But, 
the more 1 contemplated those emaciated features 
that enfeebled figure, that sorrowful countenance, 
the more i was disenchanted, and the more was 
my veneration for Mary weakened. Still 1 rea
soned with myself, that Mary was not the less 
powerful that she wae neither young nor beauti
ful ; but vainly did I thus school myself. My 
affection lor my patroness declined visibly, and 
at length 1 began to find that what 1 had loved 
in the Virgin was the young and beautiful face, 
tha graceful form, and not her moral character, 
or her intercessions. 1 could no longer adore 
her without difficulty. I opened the Bible, and 
there 1 found the young and beautiful ‘ queen of 
heaven ’ transformed into the humble servant of 
her God and Saviour Jesus Christ ; while 1 teem 
ed to hear her exclaim with holy joy in the 
Mamujicat, • My spirit hath rej< iced in God my 
Saviour.’ (Luke L 47.) If God be Mary’s 
‘ Saviour,' I said, then Mary wot loot —then she 
was not sinless : ‘ For he hath regarded the low 
estate of His handmaiden....... Henceforth all
generation» shall call me blessed. For He that 
ia mighty hath done to me great things ; and 
holy is His name.’ The angel Gabriel told her 
•he had found ‘ grace, or favour, with God ; and, 
to find grace, one must have sinned. And now 
was my idol dethroned from my heart by the 
power of Uivine truth, to which your faithful 
portrait of Mary in heaven had led me ; and so 
was the place prepared for Him who should al
ways have Sited it. Yes ! at last I learned to 
appreciate Him who only was worthy of mv 
adoration,—Jesus Christ, my only and well-be
loved Saviour. I saw Him giving His life for 
His sheep after years passed in g.ing about do
ing good to their souls and bodies | ami, as 1 
beheld Him ascend the cross, to expiate our sins, 
as out substitute, my eyes overflowed with tears 
of joy, and 1 exclaimed, • My Lord, tad my God !
Thou hast saved ns.' And now tha Gospel,
Uhriwt, heaven, God, have become realities. A 
Uivine Guest has taken possession of my heart, 
who explains to me the word of God ; who takes 
of the things of Christ, and reveal» them to me, 
and, aa it were, transports mt uHf a new world.
Yea, brother! I truly feel that 1 am freely and 
(uity saved fry my Uivine Redeemer ; and I long 
(o impart to you my happiness, and thus incite 
you to seek the same for your own soul You 
have indeed restored the Virgin to her place.

“ Your sister,
1 Marie de Saixt RuHax."

Grumbling and Thanksgiving.
1 In a love-feast in Yovkehire, a good man had 
been drawing out a long complaining strain of 
" experience" about hie trials and difficulties in 

Jesus, the way to heaven. Another, of a different spirit, 
j followed, who said, “ I see our brother, who hat 
just eat down, lives in Grumbling street. I liv
ed there myself for some time, and never enjoy
ed good health t the air was bad, the water bad, 
the house bad, the sun never shone in it, the 
birds never came and sung in the street, and I 
wee gloomy and sad enough. But 1 • flitted.’ 1 
got into Thanksgiving-street ; and ever since 
then, I bave had good health, and so have my 
family. The sir is pure, the water pure, the 
house good, the tun shines in it all the day, the 
lards are always singing, and 1 am ns happy as 
I can lire. Now, 1 recommend our brother to 
‘ flit.’ There are plenty of houses to let in Thanks
giving-street, and 1 am sure he will find himself 
» new man if he will only come j and 1 wifi be 
right glad to have him as a neighbour."

Such wna the substance of our friend's obser
vations and advice ; and, perhaps, There are 
some who read these pages, to whom they may 
be n “ word in season." Some, who bsve lived 
perhaps, twelve months, in Grumbling-street, 
until they hive become affected with ague, rheu
matism, spleen, and whose spiritual health and 
life are in " a rapid decline," or •’ galloping con
sumption." Now, we recommend nil such to 
charge their residence this Christmas, nod come 
into Thanksgiving-street It it by no means 
crowded ; but few make application for a resi
dence there. How few pray to God for» thank
ful heart! And how few dwell upon these sub
ject, which are calculated to beget the gratitude 
they ought to feel ! Do we not all think too 
much about our trials, and too little abuot our 
mercies ? Do we not speak too much in our 
class-meetings and love-feasts, about being ' tried 
and tempted,' until young people think that serv
ing God is alt trial and no joy ? Alas ! the re
ligion of some people is made up of complaint, 
murmur and discontent ; nothing like joy or 
gladness dwells in their heart all the year round. 
Their very countenance telle the paaaer-by that 
they live in Grumbling-street ; and they carry
• L . . .1- >>»• sk. slaweeL, »u4 slew |,olouu

spreads itself, until something of the same spirit 
seizes all who come in contact with them.

This sin of murmuring is a disease which eats 
out the vitality of religion. O, that tens of thous
ands of our Israel would, this Christmas get into 
Thanksgiving-street ! What national mereies 
during the year we have enjo)ed !—Peace and 
plenty ! W hat social mercies have been given 
us ! What personal benefits we have received ! 
Blessings of healing, blessings of increase, bles
sings of preservation, deliverances, morning, 
noon and night. O, that the voice of jay ma) 
be heard ; thanksgiving and melody ! Would 
not this be one of the best means of promoting 
what we acknowledge to be so much needed,—■ 
a revival of religion in our churches ? Would 
not God, even our own God, bless us ? And 
would not “ the early and the latter rain " soon 
come down upon us ? Have not many of us dis 
honoured God with our complaints, ami grieved 
him with our murmuring* ? Yet, never had we 
so many causes to awaken our song of praise. 
Why should the harp hang longer on the willow ? 
“ Rejoice in the Lord ye righteous, and shout 
for jo), all ye that are upright in heart f lor 
“ praise is comely for the upright,” and “ they 
that offer praise glorify God.” If we only “ serve 
the Lord with gladness,” the Lord wlil make us 
glad through His work. “ Offerings of thanks
giving” will then swell our psalmody, and in 
crease our means of administering bliss, and 
spreading salvation around.

Who of us, then, will remove out of Grumb
ling-street into Thanksgiving-street ?—Christian 
Miscellany.

have—he helped to make it.
buch instances might be multiplied. Thoms* 

Owen Keyeeli waa at chapei om .Sabbath even
ing. It was thw beginning of the year, and the

lit m act ice Ckrmtmn. Let not your piety t**
inoperative. Be not content with the standard 
of Christian» around you. Draw your standards 
not from your fellow-men, but from Scripture

!»

covenant service waa to be held. Wtwo the bv- and from the life of Christ Do not shrink from
nediction, at the cioee of the usual service, had 
been pronounced, he rose to leave, but woe 
friend» induced him to stay. That eight, after 
a severe struggle, he stood up before God’s peo
ple, and pledged himself to be a Christian. He 
became a most successful minister, and after

bring singular, if duty calls you to it Many true 
Christians are guilty of a criminal degree of con
formity to the world ; but be you transformed 
by the renewing ol your minds, and let the trans
formation be such as in all proper ways to show 
itself. Shrink not from duty that imposes self-

blessing thousands, died triumphantly a few denial. Taking up tbs cross will always bring a 
)«"• ago- What » happiness to those “ friends’") reward and a delight with it. Let your piety be

“ I Helped to Make it ”
It is a high honour to be permitted to do any

thing for God, and the feeblest effort, made in 
His strength, tannol be ueelese. If we cannot 
save a thousand souls, we may aid in saving one. 
During an examination of candidates for the 
Christian ministry, some young men held a 
morning prayer-meeting daily. On one of these 
occasions, in prospect of some of them being 
rejected, one warm-hearted youth said in his 
prayer, “ Lord, if we are not called to drier the 
coach, we can help to move the wheel. ’ This is 
the right spirit in which to work for God. The 
man who •' helps to more a wheel ” has an im
portant post, and ae the Gospel chariot mores 
triumphantly along, ought to rejoice in being 
permitted to aid its progress.

These thoughts bare been suggested by a tri
vial circumstance. Walking through the field, 
one"day, along a web-beaten track, I found one 
meadow ploughed up, and the footpeth com
pletely obliterated. Fixing my eye. on the «tile 
at the other end of the field, I walked straight

who invited him to atay that night, to know that 
they “ helped to make ” him what he waa,—the 
devoted Christian, the eminently useful minister 
of Christ.

The man who aids at the cottage prayer meet
ing, when he sees a blesead change in the un
godly neighbourhood, may lake comfort in the 
thoeght that he “ helped to make it" AU who 
labour for Christ ought to have this encourage
ment. By praying for unconverted men, by 
distributing tracts, by Sabbath-school teaching, 
by letting fall words of warning and invitation 
in the ears ef the unconverted, by a sing our in
fluence daily for God, we may “ help to make " 
the world better, and aid ia bringing about that 
glorious state of things which has been foretold 
by God’s holy prophets, and which will certainly 
come, when "the earth shall be full of the know
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the saa.” 
What we do for Christ lasts, however feeble the 
effort may be. “ He that death the will of God 
•bideth for ever.” * And let us mark this : 
Christian life is action ; not a speculating, not a 
debating ; but a doing. One thing, and only 
one thing in this world, has eternity stamped 
upon it. Feelings pass ; resolves and thoeghta 
pass ; opinions change. What you have done 
lasts ; lasts in you. Through ages, through 
eternity, what you have done for Chiiet—that, 
and that only you are. And when the day of 
Christ’s full triumph arrives -, when He reigns 
everywhere, end earth uader His sceptre is e 
paradise again ; when every heart is a temple 
where the Holy Ghost dwells, end every knee 
bows, and every band is outstretched to the 
world’s Redeemer | what » joy to Christ’s sainted 
servants, who on earth, amid much feebleness, 
did wbst they could, to look down on the con
verted world, and surveying the glorious change, 
to be able to ssv. “ V helped to make V ' -

We must not be daunted by the greatnees of 
the world’» evil, cor yield to despondency be
cause we canoot qurselvee remove it. Let us 
do something ; do what we can, and do it earn
estly, as unto God. It msy be but a little, but 
let us be thankful that we are permitted to do 
that little. The man who bee two talents, sad 
uses them well, shall hear the Master's “ Well 
done," ae certainly as the possessor of five or 
ten talents. We may not, as the eon, light up 
» whole hemisphere ; but we msy, as stars, make 
the midnight a little lighter. Instead of won
dering why evil is permitted in the world, and 
how it can be wholly removed, let us do our part 
to remove it. “ Luther felt eueh doubts in the 
Wertburg, but bated on account of them not 
one jot of heart or hope. Evil there wav in the 
world ; he waa sent to make it less ; that was 
all he knew ; and that was quite sufficient for his 
resolute and robust spirit Howard felt them 
in his * circumnavigation of charity,’ but instead 
of speculating why prisons were needed at all, 
he went on and made them better. Erery Mis
sionary to the heathen feels suck difficulties 
meeting him in their very darkest shape, and yet 
perseveres in his holy work, and if he can smite 
away but a finger from the black colossal statue 
of evil which stands up before him, is content.” 
—S. School Magazine.

a vital, genuine, stirring principle, a reel lessen 
to ail with whom you come in contact. Fut your 
standard high at once. Take up the cross, do 
tbs bard duty now which lies in your way ; delay 
will but make it harder. See that it ia not in 
rain for tome companion, some former associate, 
some poor, forlorn, suffering, perishing soul, that 
you have been brought into the kingum of joy 
and peace.

And may God graciously sustain and quicken 
you more and more in his blessed service.

Devil Worship.
Out readers are conversant wuh the dreadful i 

•ubyect of “devil wosship" is the Fast, watch| 
has wag and exunsisnly psssathtd. bpassing 
of this, the Missionary, Mr. Delhi», writes:—*
“ On the way to our reeling place for the eight, f 
we went to a village quite away among the 
jungle*, which in all probability no European 
bad aver before visited. The people there had ^ 
but recently coma over to Christianity through *' ' 'vr- 
the eiertioos of • catechist labvuriu^ in these 
parts. The devil temple with its walla com 
plately covered with hides 
demon», done in glaring colors, and in
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around which for how long no one can tell, the
ways do, at every hvm 

on the spparvvt

gtligim Intflligtnrt.

across, leaving footprints behind me in the newly
turned soil. Having occasion to pass the earns obligation to spend hours in religious duties, or

A Word to Young Converts.
A word of welcome and a word of ad mom 

lion. We greet you joyfully on your entrance 
into the kingdom of Christ. We congratulate 
you most heartily on your escape, through di
vine grace, from the bond» and toils of the great 
enemy of souls, from the governing, blinding, 
hardening influence of eia, and from tha control
ling influence of the world. Welcome to the 
Church of Christ, welcome to its privileges, its 
sacraments, its protection, its training, its high 
objects and occupations. Welcome to its sacred 
fellowship, its brotherhood in the Holy Spirit. 
May you find them all living sources of joy, en
couragement sad blessing. Welcome you that 
have begun the new year with this decisive step 
In the new life—a new year, indeed, in which the 
old nature is cast off, and a new relationship 
with the Saviour and all divine things is formed. 
May you enjoy abundantly the presence of the 
dear Saviour, and your heart be filled with hie 
love.

We counsel you to live dote to your rthgvjut 
prinleget, in private, in the family, and ia the 
house of God. Make a dee regard to them 
your first business. In spite of other engage
ments, ess that you find time for attention to 
your soul's interests. It is a mistake to think 
you have not time. Yaw will do everything else 
better for first, ia a reasonable degree, attending 
to your spiritual nature. Without feeling order

A Striking History. " ^
The following remarkable incident waa relat

ed at o ne of the meeting» ol the London Young 
Men'» Christian Aaaociation recently held in 
Iaoodon, aa reported in the Bntisk Standard. 
Rev. A. Manhault, pastor of the French church, 
Guernsey, said :—

Nine years ago a young Frenchman present
ed himself for relief, requesting medicine and as
sistance. He waa wretchedly poor, without food, 
almost without clothes, a" deserter from the 
French army, and in consequence unable to re
visit his native country ; and even here, he went 
in terror that by some means he might be arrest
ed, and made to suffer for his fault. The med
icine for which he asked the chemist gave him, 
and for relief he waa directed to the Young Men's 
Christian Association. He came on Raster Sun
day, 1855, and found that wvicome with which 
you are always ready to greet a stranger who 
cim.es to throw himself upon your sympathy. 
He was placed under the care of a Christian gen
tleman, and under his guidance and teaching he 
learned the great truth» of Christianity, and re-
•olmit In iluft.1# Linen-«.If to t lie mi a wive v/f (itnl.
He continued for some time to attend your meet
ings, which were the source of much benefit to 
him •, but in hie altered state of mind he consid- 
ed it waa hie first duty to make what reparation 
he could for the fault of which be had been guil
ty in deserting bis regiment He returned to 
France, presented himself to the proper officers, 
and surrendered himself aa a deserter. On bis 
trial much surprise was expressed at his volun
tary surrender of himself, and the president spe
cially interrogated him on this point He re
plied : —

** When I ran away from France I waa in the 
darkness of oatnre, and under the power of sin i 
now I have learned the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and am His servant It is by the teach
ing of His Word that 1 come hack to my duty, 
and submit myself to you for the punishment I 
have defterved.”

Kind friends took an interest in his welfare, 
and tried to procure a mitigation of hie punish
ment. They were successful. Twelve years' 
punishment was the ordinary penalty for his of
fence ; this was reduced to four, and llie sever
ity of the imprisonment greatly mitigated. After 
undergoing it for a year and nine months, he 
was allowed to return to hie duly in the army. 
Here he was employed as a sort of regimental 
clerk for about two years, and then finally grant
ed a discharge.

Released from ail obligations, he went to Ge
neva to study lor the ministry. When his stu
dies were completed, he labored for some time 
in the south of France as an evangelist, and then 
was appointed to the charge of the French Inde
pendent church at Guernsey. He now stands be
fore you to acknowledge that this happy change 
of position, and fir happier change of mind, be 
owes to the kindly influence of the Young^len'e 
Christian Association. Ttie starring French de
serter who sang in the streets of London for a 
morsel of bread, is the Faetor Manhault, who 
now speaks to you. ‘

frantic nocturnal orgies of the heathen have been 
performed, waa still standing, but just beside it, 
indicating the change that had taken place, s 
shed had been erected as a temporary place 
where to offer the sacrifice of praise and prayt r 
to the true and living God. Here the villagers 
assembled with presents of such things as they 
had to give. After service the chief man told 
ue they bad now no fear of demons, and intend
ed destroying the devil pagoda as eoon as suffi
cient rain fall to soak the mud walla.”

!
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way a week after, I saw that others had trodden 
ia my «tape, and that a path waa being formed 
.cross the field. Bummer c»m«, the corn grew 
and passed from the blade to the full corn in the 
ear : then came autumn, and that field was white 
with waving grain. And by that time there was 
a broad firm footpath across the field,along which 
it was pleasant to walk. I had occaaion often 
to pass that way, and a» I f«l* tha firm ground 
beneath beneath me, and saw th# utility of that 
footpath, I experienced a quiet sort of eaiisfac 
faction in the thought that l hejpfd to make it.

\ know a gentleman now living, who waa at 
one tide the superintendent of » certain Sunday

to go to every religiosM meeting in your reach, 
you should esteem highly, and use thankfully 
and faithfully, every apport unity fairly presented 
of cherishing the fires ef davotice, and airaogifl
eeing your newly formed religious principle».

Take a text of Scripture and « ample Scrip
tural thou y‘a with you ail the day. Turn to it 
whan your mind is not otherwise occupied. It 
will keep out disturbing thoughts and anticipate 
anxiety. The same may be accomplished by • 
verse oi a hymn or psalm. Let there be some 
me* hod and definite purpose in your piety. 
Simple expedieate arc often moet effective.

Truth for Roman Catholic 
Countries.

The American Tract Society has the opportu
nity through hundreds of voluntary laborers— 
the officers of the Federal marine—to circulate 
religious truth in all the Catholic ports of 
Western Africa, Europe, South America, and 
the West India islands. This truth finds its way 
far into the interior. The languages used are 
chiefly the Spanish. Portuguese, and Italian, in , 
which the Society has 150 distinct works, filled 
with Christ’s precious gospel. The seed already 
sown has produced rich fruit ; but the field is 
vast, and the means for its cultivation are want
ing. Are there not Christian merchants and 
others in these great cities who, seeing the need 
of encouragement, will aid the Society ? The 
distribution must be almost entirely gratuitous, 
and can only be pressed forward as donations 
are received.

The Inhuman King of Dahomey 
again Defeated.

It will be remembered that over a year ago 
the notonuusiy cruel King of Dahomey, with Lis 
army of women warriors, encamped for several 
days before Abeokuta, a large city of over 150,- 
UUÛ inhabitants, a centre of missionary influence 
and civilisation for Yoruba and the whole region 
of the Niger, but unaccountably fled without

school. Amid the duties of a laborious profes- |)0 got compare your experience with
•ion, he found time for earnest attention and lyiet of others, as if yours must be like k to be
work in connexion with his position in the 
church. In the upper classes of that school 
were • number of youths, over who g hie influ
ence wee great He spoke to thorn, lent them

Be mot be disc* vrayed by varying Jramu of \ «diking a « agi* blow. The Christians of the
place regarded it as a wonderful answer to thsir 
earnest prayers. This year he determined to

tine. Maintain calmness and stead urea, ef 
wee. Yoo mast nataooatro ringing joytol 
|s all the way to heaven. Uriah not year
i a daiaaiaa aad year Mal ia the fall ef Ml-

make another aaaault on this Christian city, 
which be has long bated. He marched upon it 
with 13,000 troops, supplied with two brass fluid

érnril âtisrtllmtî.
Sufferings in Georgia Prisons.

a ciuruir l ret<jbi.
Now that throe slaughter pans are ia the rov

ing head of Owe. Hhvrmea. and three thearaad 
released victims have already arrived wader the 
suepteee ol CoL Milliard, it auy he deeirahie an 
assist ia giving la the public, as far as possible, 
the facts ia this terrible dressa. The full pic
ture can never be drawn. 1 have basa new four 
days among these retarasd akstetoas and wrecks 
of human nature, and from the mouths of hun
dreds sod the looks of thoaaande the team facts 
are presented. I write letters for those who are 
too feeble to held the pea, «eying u> their friends 
they are happy to be once mere in a eivihsed 
Chn.Uan country, and hope to be home eoon. 
The net! day I write to the seme address.— 
" l our Jriend it dead ' " Foot creatures, eoscr 
of them ere so glad to get among friends that 
at the very point of death they .ay, “ I have 
got home well." They are literally i 
.Tl.rvc wo eaeierona. Their cravings tor 
food are irreeiauble, and here at Ce tap Farolc I 
am told they often eoetnve to get two or three 
rations. The worst cases are in the hospitals at 
Annapolis, where I haws been must of the lime. 
I saw one poor roan die this morning, 
from the effects ef over eating. - He would 
have everything bv eoeld snatch from the plates 
of others," the nareee sold. Another mao, in 
the next room, bed e bowl ef seep given to bias. 
He said, “ This wiil go through ato tike ester, 
it's net fit for n men like a» j bnf I will eat it 
if it kills me." I tried to beg it of him for 
something else. .He would net giro it up till 1 
brought the othee food to trim “ for,1 
“ you will not give me heft as much es Is hers * I 
brought him sums food belter adapted to hi. 
condition, and then he refused to exchange for 
•o little. “ You will starve me," eaid he ; I 
might a. well die liy eating ae by starvation. I 
have seen the Uses that 1 hero picked over the 
manure of horses for the kernels of undigested 
corn to eat, sod 1 must haw food.” He wee a 
living skeleton, eaflering, ns hundreds of others, 
from terrible diarrba and scurvy.—At Camp 
Sumter, Aodereoeville, they bed • tittle oners* 
corn meal and meet, which on the slightest pre
text, es of a missing mon or pretended misde
meanor, wes wVhheld from the whole of them, 
sometimes during twenty.four hours.

Most of the prisoners were nearly naked, 
some entirely, and with ao shelter whatever, ex
posed to the hot sub during the day and the cold 
dew during the night Their camp was crowded. 
Thirty thousand men within an enclosure not 
more than five hundred yards square, a conside
rable portion of which wes marsh. At first no 
■inks were provided, end when they were made 
the men were often unable to get to them. The 
ground become covered with filth and " alive 
with maggots." These prevailed most exten
sively during on# period of thirty days incessant 
rain. Such was the bad upon which naked men, 
wounded and skinless, from scurvy, were com
pelled to lie and give their flesh, living and dead, 
to the worms that crawled up from the filth be
neath them. Their mortality averaged from on. 
hundred to one hundred and fifty per day. In 
the morning bodies stiff end sold in death would 
lie seen all shout the camp. In the source of 
ths day the rebel teams would drive round end 
load up with thee, bodies and damp them into 
the deed piles es so much off.11. Sometimes 
these poor creatures would become completely 
discouraged aad lie down to die, insensible to 
the greatest filth or the moet severe exposure to 
ru»n or sunshine. One peer fellow was teen ly
ing by a tittle fire, literally roaatiof hie fieeh off, 
while the other aide of his body wae cold as 
death. At one time the creek which fan through 
their marsh in their pen became nearly eshewet- 
ed and putrid with living filth, while the higher 
grounds were perching in the horning see.
1 hen they suffered intensely for water. Bosne 
mee become so thissty rod indifferent ae to 
drink the most disgusting filth, wbro a* length 
the windows of heaven wets opened and the 
Roods came, cleansing the grnrod». end tpsni^ 
a new end living fountain of pan water where 
no one would hare thought ef lookisg far ft. 
This supplied the whole samp bountifully during 
the renuiotog two mouths ef these stay. No 
Moans was throe to smite the rack, hftl a greater 
than Moses waa not fee eff, nod the giâ wee as 
welcome as to the thirsty iarsakteedf aid. More 
ihan tnelro thousand seule wwroaeUerod ol their 
emanated bodies dusiug the Me Booths' occu
pation of this camp—two Sferoarod per month. 
Who shall recount IhetedMhl wSeriage endured 
there. A tiring eecmflce indeed 1 God aecept 
it for the nation, rod favttfl that we who abml 
remain after aU three wm*

their se.r, h. • IVrr 
Rig one knerl il-wo, 
travel ell night : it»' - 
fall on him.' Fmil r: 
lions. • More tin!*- 
knerl down ,■ no » !r 
The si cursor < f tt e. 
was afterward « r 
children thrni-ciir*.

“On the eighth hi »'**' ■>• »tr> »mi 
long after tic extinct', r ' ' t' - ' ' ■*' I" pe rf
their ever h-ing ng; -, - - -» .' v- •'•■■ ** .-citing 
party c ame on tk- m V ■ « ••• deeetrhed aa
haring hrdfiifouod f »' 1 r-w on a imp 
ot broom a duo g .orrt f-n < t c- ** ig..i in the 
middle, eurefully * I m *>• ‘-U r's 1 rock.
They appeared to he in « dee- not unpleas
ant sleep. Oil bring wt ft th» r l-«t tried to 
•it up, but fill hark. III. hr. »n« ■ renniiated 
that hi. lips would o-o rr -r tu- iwh, and ho 
could only frrhl) gronft * Ih’tu >•.’ T> r urgent, 
who had suffered lenst, woke op * from - dream, 
childlike demanding, • Flutter, »>v didn't you 
come fhr us sooner9 «• vto r-viog for you.1 
The «liter, who wa« almo-t -pr'r tpoie, when 
lifted up, could only murmur, ' t’ -M, r- ' V No 
wonder, as the little Ctmture’ I ad »\r p;*rd Iter- 
seif of her frock, a- ihr idder I- o . .Id, • to covet 
Frank, for hr was crying with redd."

” The children have aW *incr d- ne well, „nd ' 
ere rapidly recovering. Tory were with, nt food, 
and by their own ercount, had oidy cue drink of 
water, during ihe whole time they wereotlT, and 
this was from the Friday of one — t 
Saturday of the tv at week, in allrij
eight Highlit." f i * ••<
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h limiw, April u, Ih.jlk,
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Mtr.Wio. Mr tin* utd regt* 
with thsi flint Sut rejrutn, and 

to Iffft t at ltj*Y ur* prope rty 
iLttt lilt h to ivld its n piy t<3 
smh 2*1, 11 e-n L'V X war fal

ters hr*stke rt Irw «!»(•<■ uf IismSui »• i nay 
bsve given tigwlf srid yvar mutimr w-at { »* 
sure. You OMNI study tu tw .wan U.v
world ; (runlUNM il the rhtid <d ùtnwi) sud 
courfofr*. hsy jest whwl >*>U uirni t . ( »M)
oecMMMi, »ud tsfls it lor grAi.tod jou uoaa 
to do right. If s friend ssk * I»' or, >w *L<.*»d 
grant it, if it is nil —Ills | *f Uti L*ui
plainly why ynu * n.not| Y#U Wiil Wro ig butiaoii 
wrong yourindf by of any kmd.
N*v*r do » wrong thing to nasfcrtS Jflwt.u w 
one j the men who requires )otl td&MQ» is desl»i 
ly purr based et a sacrifi n. J >«•! kMlf, but \ 
firmly, with ail your em* «œstre , you it ill flrté it 
the policy which wear* be*t. AU*#»‘>»U do not 
eppesr to other* wlisl you arc n- ♦, il you bao» 
soy fault to find with any ore, tsti Mm* wot ? 
others, of what you <y neplsm , tbS'i* is r.o more 
dangerous exp*nm»ii)r than th-it o nrwimtaking 
to b* one thing befire « man' fai- nod another 
behind hie back. We *hou. . live, :*t. and say 
nothing to the injur) of an . on» I' ia eotealy 
beet as s matter of pnncipo , but it in the path 
to peace and honor. I

In regard to duty; let m»*, in ronrt'i*:oeti» Hiii 
hasty letter, inform you ’hit r**'-rly n hundred 
years ago there wes a day <f remarknUif gloom : 
and darknee*—etil! known ns the ark day—a 
day when the light of th* #un wo* -lowly exts- 
guished, a* if by an *c:.;»»<-. The le-gfalaturs of 
Connecticut wa» ir. »•>>■; , sod its metnl>erl
saw the unexpected and uwc'»untnbfa darkness 
coming on, they e be red - w «i swe sod
terror. It was âujqx.Hri y nmny u at the fall 
day—the day ofjudgm L mamtB
in the concerns*»on ot ho»»r mw»»**- no ad* 
jourment. Tb*m there •» old Puritan le
gislator, Derenport, of fPam'-rd : Î th#1
y«t day had com*, h* Hw"ir*d * ♦ h- f >«'■ ', i i Us* 

piece doing Lie duty, urui D */*(«•• • i ti.iit
cendle** he brought in so tiA»t 1 urn to>u*e in?V ■} 
proceed with it* duty. ft.ere >-ss q »*»
that men's mind, trie qoietoes1 oi nesUfftdf «is- 
do® aad lafl-xibi : wU'. - go*»* ia jfte*cdt 
duty. Duty Wien, u uUuzruret w >r,l “* f/Ur 
language. l»o your duty in a4 lh*»ge l-*e ^ 
Puritan. Never let me or y<mr rwe h*r w-*r nom 
grey hair for any lack of duty on yonr part.

Your affcdiooaU! fat her,
Ji. Ire Jj^ro

To O. w. Cuftfa Is*-
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