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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

Ready When the Opportunity Comes,

This is just another talk. With
weather conditions anything but invit-
ing, attention to details may seem tor-
menting enough to ruffle the temper
kept on edge only by precautions, We
flatter ourselves, however, that we can
follow the golden rule of comment,
which is to have something worth say-
ing then go ahead and say it,

Our something is a suggestion that
young men take more pains to see to it
that they are ready when an opportun-
ity comes. What opportunicy? Well
any opportunity ; for once at least you
have an opporounity, and where tide
leaves you, after it has spent its force
and gone out to sea again, depends
pretty much upon how it found you. It
is like the passionate questioning by the
old New England preacher, who used to
end up all his sermons on “The Last
Day ” by asking, “ How will it find you,
brethren ?" 1 repeat, how will it find
you ?” And he kept repeating it, until
his eongregation came to know it as well
as he did, and could say it backwards
while listening to a heated argument,
and tell their friends about its applica-
tion.

It might perhaps be out of place to
offend as often as that, but even at the
risk of being thought boring, the neces-
sity of being prepared for opportunities
should be repeated untii impressed.
You know Francis Bacon called that one
half of genius. He said if a man was
prepared he would be in a position to
make the most of his chances, and allow-
ing the proverbial one chance to every
person, he inferred that the man who
had comrmon sense enough to prepare for
that chance was in a certain degree of
the stuff geniuses are made of.

The suggestion is most valuable, Its
application is universal. It knows no
profession, it is limited to no calling.
Take the oflice boy who begins his work
daily by sweeping out the oflice,
Some day or other things are going to
happen which aren’'t expected. Some
day the bookkeeper is going to be out-
sick ; probably he won't get into town
thrcugh storm or something. Someone
has got to fill the place for the day, and
if the office boy who sweeps for vocation
and studies bookkeeping for a voeation
is called upon he is fit to fill the place.
That may be ouly for a day; but that is
the way good things come, by piece meal
at first, then altogether. And if the
office boy is able to keep books for the
day that the bookkeeper is out, you can
rest assured that his term as office boy
is a limited one, liable to end without
notice, with promotion the only change
probable.

We know at least five cases, in a very
short period of time, too, which have
been featured in just this way.

Another instance that is worth re-
peating coucerus a young man who is
now one of the New England agents for
the Associated Press. He went to work
in the Boston office of that great news
gathering organization, turning out copy
on what they called a cyclograph ma-
chine. They employed manifolders in
the office ; that chair being the begin-
ning of a career in newspaper work.
The youngster who started in at the
cyclograph saw that he wasn’'t in the
right line for promotion, and picked up
as manifolder. The day when some one
was sick came, he was called upon, and
to use Thereau's phrase, he * filled in."”
He learned telegraphy the same way,
and he “filled in" under similar cir-
cumstances. About two years ago he
was in regular line for promotion and
about six months later he was sent to
Rhode Island to represent his organiza-
tion.

Now that young man actually had to
force those above him to recognize him.
For not only did he have to see to it
that he would be prepared for the oppor-
tunity when it came, he had to let them
know that he was prepared for it.

It's the fellow who's satisfied with be-
ing just average that keeps that average
very low ; and similarly it's the chap
who isn't ready to “ fill in " when the
hole's made who is going to contribute
toward fewer promotions.—Boston Re-
publie.

The Man with One Aim,

Know one thing thoroughly. Do
something useful better than any one
else. Have a specialty. There are dif-
ferent ways of saying the same thing.
In these days of competition, concentra-
tion and specialists, the way to success
is by the straight road of a single pur-
pose :

To succeed to-day a man must con-
centrate all the faculties of his mind
upon one unwavering aim, and have a
tenacity of purpose which means death
or vietory. KEvery other inclination
which tempts him from his aim must be
suppressed.

New Jersey has many ports, but they
are so shallow and narrow that the
shipping of the entire State amounts to
but little. On the other hand, New York
has but one ocean port, and yet it is so
broad, deep and grand, that it leads
America in its enormous shipping trade.
She sends her vessels into every port of
the world, while the ships of her neigh-
bor are restricted to local voyages.

A man may starve ona dozen half-
learned trades or occupations ; he may
grow rich and famous upon one trade
thoroughly mastered, even though it be
the humblest.

Even Gladstone, with his ponderous
vet active brain declared that he could
not do two things at once ; he threw his
entire strength upon whatever he did.
The intensest energy characterized
everything he undertook, even his rec-
reation. If such concentration of
energy was necessary for the success of
a Gladstone, what can we common mor-
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tals hope to accomplish by * scatter-
ation ?”

All great men have been noted for
their power of concentration which
makes them oblivious of everything out-
side their aim,

Genius is Intensity. Abraham Lin-
coln possessed such power of concentra-
tion that he could repeat quite correct-
ly a sermon to which he had listened in
his boyhood. Dr. O, W. Holmes, when
an Andover student, riveted his eyes
on the book he was studying as though
he were reading a will that made him
beir Lo wiilion,
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and Harry went out.

At the gate stood Luke Galway, who
was going with him to Westly Farm.
Lnke had bought one of the setter
puppies himsell, and so was interested
in them all.

“ We've got to go by way of the For-
est place,” said Harry. * Father wants
me to leave this letter for Henry.”

“ Bother ! It's a mile out of our
way !” said Luke. *“ We'd much better
stop on our way back. We won't huve
the puppy to carry then.”

“ All right ; 1 guess that'll do well
enough,” rejoined Harry. * I don't sup-
pose there's any hurry about the letter.
So long as Henry gets it some time to-
day, I needn't worry."”

The disposal of the puppy and the
tour of the Westly farm stables and ken-
nels occupied some time. It was nearly
dusk when the boys started for home,
“It’s an awful nuisance having to
take that letter,” said Luke. * 1 wish
now we'd stopped on our way ont.”
Harry wished so, too, when they at
length reached the old house in which
the Forest family lived, and found only
the old eouple at home.

Mrs. Forest opened the door for them

A New York sportsman, in answer to
an advertisement, sent twenty-five cents
for a sure receipt to prevent a shotgun
from scattering, and received the follow-
ing: *“Dear Sir: To keep a gun from
scattering put in but a single shot.”
Enthusiasm as a Business Getter.

You might as well try to thaw out a
frozen pipe with an ice cake as to in-
terest a customer in your proposition
unless you are interested yourself.

If your heart is in your work your en-
thusiasm will often cause a weuld-be
customer to forget that you are trying
to make a sale,

Enthusiasm is a great business getter,
It is so contagious that before we know
it, we arc infected with it, even though
we try to brace ourselves against it.

Character is Credit,

Financial credit is not based upon
property or capital,cleverness or ability,
80 much as upon character. Reliability
is at the base of all stability., Ifa young | and insisted ou their coming in.
man has character combined with “ Henry's gone to the city- taken a
ability, he can get credit and backing | job of work there,” she said. * Mr.
anywhere. Robert C. Ogden, John Spring promised to let him know if he
Wanamaker's former partner, says that | gould give him a place 'n the saw-mill,
almost any young man who possesses the | for it went hard with aim to go away
ability can get credit to start in busi- | from home. But no word came; so
ness for himself if he has character, if Henry thought there wasn't any use of
he is absolutely reliable. losing a bird in the hand for one in the
Conldn't Afford to let a Man Get a | bush, and he utnrtm_l off at 6 (:'c]n‘ck."

Bad Bargain. . Harry felt chagrined and mortified

2 . | when he returned the letter to his
Nathan Strauss, when asked what had father, and explained why he had not
contributed to his remarkable career,

left it.
said : “I always looked out for the man “ Ilt-. a great pity,” said the mill-
at the ntl.mr end of the barggiu." He | jwner. “ Henry s thoroughly re-
said that if he got a baq ba.rgum himself | jiable workman, and just the man we
he could stand it, even if his losses were | | aaded at shis time. 1 couldn't make
heavy, but he could never afford to have | i a definite offer vesterday, when he
the man who dealt with him get a bad | 4519 me he was out of employ-
bargain.—Success. ment, for of course, I had to
consult with Dayton first. If you
T \ \ 5 3 v Vi
OLR BOYb Al\D (]IRLS. had delivered the letter on your way
WELL ENOUGH. .
BY FLORENCE L. HALLOWELL.

out as you promised to do, you would
have saved me much annoyance, my
son."”
“I'm awfully sorry,” said Harry;
“ Harry,” called Mr. Spring, from his “ but I shought it would do well enough
arry,” cg Mr. § y . y 3
library, he heard his son's quick, alert if :)1"‘“ lt.vco!nmg bagk.l fter thi
step in the hall, “ come here a moment.” 0O SYIILG, DoU 10UE  ANOL UHAS,
“Yes, sir " Harry appeared at the vhen Harry put the cows In the barn-
door, a smile on his frank, pleasant face, }f;:.d'h h? fuund' tltm'f, the :mrdeu bf’r
and one of the setter puppies in his ;islsoiug. ways went across the gate, was
5 “ Angiht ’ : 3
‘fl':t“llxi:r ')"A“'\thmg el o There were other bars in the tool-
% Yc; . T want this letter taken to house, but Harry was in too much of a
Henry Forest's. You are not busy at hu:ry for hn'n supper to go for one, !
present, are you ?" I guess it will do well onuugh”l{ I
“1 \;‘us jl.lst going over to Westly put a p]l!.l‘k up against th,e gate, he
Farm to take Jim Westly this puppy. ::“:'mtg)hgt.et 0“’{}.‘}' cows aren’t likely to
He's going to give me £5 for it, you C BLe )
know. But it won't be much out of my But the plank was put up so care-
way to go past the Forest place.” lessly, that it fell down who'n one of the
¢ Very well : and it will be a great hogs rubbed up against it, and the
favor to me. I'm going to get Heory gate 'opoued at the touch of Brown
Forest a place in the mill."” Betty's horns,

' . s The next morning the family were
Mr. Spring handed his son the letter startled by the announcement that the

cows wese not in the yard, and when
they were found, after a long search,
they were in a neighbor's cornfields,
and had eaten so much green corn that
two of them died and the third was ill
for many days.

Harry was almost sick over the con-
sequences of his carelessness.

“ 1'll never do such a thing again as
long as I live—never !" e said.

And for weeks he was so careful and
conscientious that no one had a chance
to find fault with him.

But a bad habit is not easily broken,
as Harry found to his cost.

He drove up in front of the house one
day to get the whip, which bad not
been left in the barn, as usual. There
was no hitehing strap on his harness,
and so Harry contented himself with
throwing the bridle over the gate post.

“ [ guess that'll do well enough. IHe
isn't likely to pull it off, and I won't be
gone a minute,” he thought, and ran
into the house.

But the whip was not in the hall-rack,
and he had to go into the kitchen to
hunt for it ; while he was doing so, the
rattle of wheels and the clatter of
.hoofs on the hard road made him rush
to the window, with a dreadful fear at
his heart—a fear that became agonized
as he saw the powerful, spirited young
horse rushing down the road like a mad
creature, and in the light wagon was
Kitty, the only daughter of the house.

Harry rushed out in the road in wild
pursuit, but had gone only a little
way, when he saw the wagon suddenly
overturned and the child thrown vio-
lently out.)

Never as long as he lived did Harry
forget the horror and agony of that
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moment. How long it took him to
reach the spot where his little sister
lay he never knew ; but at length he
held her in his arms, her golden hair
floated over his shoulder, and the white
still face was upturned to his anguished
gaze.

He thought at first that she was dead
and that her death was due to his crim-
inal carelessness in leaving the horse

Pkg.
All
[0 )

Toasted

3 /éé/%@?":ii.

little Kitty's blue eyes opened |again
transformed the boy into a man., I
e couldn't speak when his mother
came to him and let him to 'the sofa on
which
down beside her, aud, burying his face |
in her golden hair, sobbed aloud,
That was the end of Harry's worst
fault, Never, even with the most triv-|
fal th os, Jdid he let * well enough
take e piace of “ well done.”

LITANY OF JOAN OF ARC.

'he Roman Pontifls in their sovereign
capacity have repeatedly warned the |
faithful to be on their guard and not |
allow themselves to be deceived either |
by their enemies or pious *“‘cravks”
within the fold. If it were l,t-l'u-ir(ml‘
us to unite our voice with that of the |
Sovereign Pontiff, we would do so most
cheerfully to condemn the toolish novel-
ti: < superimposed upon our most admir-
abl 't, and which are the pr duct of
diseas J mi:.ls. or perhaps have a worse
and more vicious .1i2in,
Not only years ago a book was pub- |
lished in France in favor of devotion to
the blood of the Blessed Virgin; then a
bysterical nun gave the public a lengthy
pamphlet on the heart of St. Joseph ;
an Knglish devotee coutended in a two
hundred page volume that the Virgin
Mary was present with her Divine Son
in the Blessed Eucharist, and soon after
this, appeared a dissertation from a
Frenchman contending that the Blessed
Virgin, really and physically, lived be-
fore the ereation of our planet., A Ger-
man wrote a treatise to prove that the
heart of Jesus was the center of the
universe, and that the Holy Trinity was
obedient to the voice of the Mother of
Our Lord.
And now eomes a pious fraud who has
written a Litany of the Blessed Joan of
Are, with a promise that whoever re-
cites it for nine days will never be
damned. The Church is having a hard
time of it with her enemies attacking
her from without, and ber foolish friends,
from within, subjecting her to ridicule.
Within her fold there are those who
prophesy and have visions aud calumni-
ously | claim that these visions and
prophecies have the approval of the
Chureh. What does it mean? Are
these absurdities and hallucinations
nded on faith or piety ? Decidedly
They have their origin often in
ignorance or in a diseased mentality and
sometimes, in perfidy itself. It is de-
plorable that these productions find |
their way into Catholic homes where
they tempt to superstition, make ru.i
ligion ridiculous and endanger faith,
the supreme possession of the Christian. |

e |
[
|
{
|
|

One must read Pusey’s “Errors of
Romanism,” or some late production of
infidel France, to understand the loud
laughter of the enemies of our Church
as they enumerate these absurdities
and quote them as if they carried with
them the weight and authority of Ponti-
fical encyclicals or decrees of Ecumeni-
cal Councils.

The Catholic Church has done and
will always do its duty touching these
emanations from eccentric men and
women. One has but to look over the
catalogue of the books on the Index to
be informed of the long series of these
so=called spiritual or ascetical books,
meditations, indulgenced prayers, ex-
travagant lives of saints, revelations,
false visions, stigmatas and ecstasies,
indulgences, invented and sold by
printers, and innumerable superstitions,
deceits and frauds, condemned by the
Church. The Church now and at all
times has condemned and reprobated all
these tomfooleries, which is a suflicient
answer to those who would hold her re-
sponsible for what she eannot prevent.
Catholies, the world over, are in pos-
session of the Bible, the works of the
fathers and doctors of the Church, the
ancient records of ecclesiastical history, |
the Lives of the Saints, and prayer-
books approved and recommended by
their Bishops, and these ought to con-
firm their faith and satisfy their pious
aspirations. We renew the advice we

gave our readers some months ago, when
writing about that absurd thing called
the * Chain Prayer,” * burn it,” and
with it the Litany of Joan of Are and
all other pious novelties having about
them an odor of suspicion.—Intermoun-
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The Love of the Dead.

The children of the Church may be
said to be the only true .lovers of the
dead. What matters it to the departed
one that he or she is sincerely regretted

by many loving relatives aud friends,
and that his or her memory will never
fade from their minds. If the dead ones
have been so exceptionally holy and
virtuous during life as to enter heaven
immediately after death, such knowl-
edge will be of very little import indeed;
while if the deceased has lived the life
of ordinary mortals, will the degree
lessened by the conseiousness of soul’s
sufferings be assuaged or in any such a
fact. But Catholics remember their
dead in a practical manner. * We have
loved them during life ; let us not for-
get them in death.,” Catholics remem-
ber the dead in their prayers, for it is a
holy and wholesome thought to pray for
the dead that they may be loosed from
their sins,

——————

May now the Christian nations seek
the protection of Mary with an ardor
growing greater every day; let them
cling more and more to the practice of
the Rosary, to that devotion which our
ancestors were iuthe habit of practising,
not only as an ever-ready rem: dy for
their misfortunes, but as a hadge of

tain Catholic.

ays
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for Canada, by Herbert Strang
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Two Boy Tramps, by . Maedonald
Oxley.

The Giant of the North, cr Pokings
Round the Pole, by R. M. Ballantyne.
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fore Col mbus, by R. M. Bal N

Big Otter, a tale of the Grea West,
by R. M. Ballantyne.

'he Young Fur Traders. A tale of
Adventure in North Aweriea, by R,
M. Ballantyne. )

Off to Klondike, by Gordon Stables.

On the World's Roof, by J. Macdonald
Oxley. ]

In the Swing of the Sea, by J. Macdonald
Oxley.
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Oxley.
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The Empire's Children. b
The Young Moose Hunters, by C. A,
Stephens,
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story, by E. N. Hoare, M.A.
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Adventure with North American In-
dians, by Jules Verne.

Rambles in the New World, by Lucien
Biart.
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Pierre Macl.
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Norman’s Nugget, by J. Macdonald
Oxley.

Roger the Ranger, a story of Border Life
Among the Indians, by Eliza F,
Pollard.
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Boyd Allen.
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Edward Roper. =
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dor, by Rev. J. Johnston.
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