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advice, and the Dominion authorities should
send & special commissioner to Labrador to
ascertain the exact position of affairs so as to
put an end to the wretchedness and destitu-
tion of the people of that inhospitable shore.

MONTREAL CLEARING HOUSE.
Clearings and Balances, week ending 29th
Aug., 1889 :

Clearings. Balances.

August 23.......... $1,298,782 $ 182,123
“ s bviens 1,257,078 268,617

o B vin .eeee 1,025,220 206,076

o - AR .+ 1,195,651 150,448

| B s van s o » 1,323,380 297,618

o Pss cdsidenie 1,117,756 . 154,992
SRR oo s hivnan ke .$7,217,866 $1,259.874
Last week.......... $8,906,717 $1,308,131

THE BUSINESS MEN'S ASSOCIATION
OF ONTARIO.

The above organization is the outcome of
the convention held in Hamilton last week.
Its objects are ;

(1) To encourage well-directed enterprises
with a view to encourage a greater degree of
prosperity, and further increasing the general
trade of the Province. .

(2) To increase acquaintance and further
the highest commercial integrity among those
in the several lines represented.

(3) To sake concerted action in matters per-
taining to the general good of business men
where individual effort is powerless, such as
concessions in freigin, insurance or express
rates, unjust values, or discrimination by any
class or corporation.

(4) To take concerted action regarding the
sales of bankrupt stocks, with a view of mini.
mizing the evils to the general trade- arising
therefrom.

(5) To compel the pedlar to assume a por.
tion of the burdens borne by the merchant.

A committee was formed to draft a consti-
tution. Each representative who attended the
convention is asked to contribute $1 towards
the expenses of drawing up said constitution,
and to' pledge themselves to promote and
further the objects of the proposed Associa-
tion.

The following are some of the motions sub-
mitted to the Convention during the week :—
Moved by Adam Ballentine, seconded by
W. H. McLaren :—

That the merchants of the Convention
deeply deplore the many inferior qualities of
soft sugar placed upon the market by our
Canadian refiners. at we are strongly of
the opinion that far too much water forms its
composition, thereby causing a great deal of
shrinkage in the weight of it when dealt out
by the retail merchants, and therefore is the
cause of many troubles arising between the
consumer and the retail merchant. We
sincerely hope the refiners will give this matter
their earliest consideration, and thereby abate
a great deal of dissatisfaction that now exists.

That the retail mercharjts hereby appeal to
the wholesale merchants fpr their assistance in
this matter, through whom a great deal of
pressure can be brought| to bear upon the
refiner. <

It was decided to hand/ over this resolution
to the Wholesale Grocers’ Guild without any
expression of opinion by the convention. Mr.
Good, Seaforth, submitted the following :

That this Convention, realizing the injury
that results towadl classes of the community by
the rapidly growing and pernicious system of
peddling, injuring the towns, the farmers, and
the pedlars themselves ; and knowing the dif-
ficulty of dealing with the matter by the pres

ent available means, the County Council, we
consider that some organized plan should be

dealer may clear two to three hundred per
cent. after deducting fat percentages pocketed
by four or fivé intermediate parties, and other
charges, they cannot always afford to give the

nary fancy goods and our works of higher art.

danbings or common screens and panels ; nor
should our carvings, bronze works, etc., bé
sought after in auction sales, for their speci
mens. I believe there is a good demand in
Canada, as much as.in any other country, for
works of high art. ' Why should not ours have
their places in her galleries and in her rich
men’s halls? There is a good deal of money
yet in our ordinary fancy worka, if only they
were bought direct from our manufacturers at

trade to-day ; and that the proposed business
men’s association should carefully consider
and suggest a change restripting the terms for
credit.

The committee appointed to consider the
question of bankrupt stocks submitted the
following report which was unanimously
adopted :

That this committee appointed to report on
the best mode for the disposal of bankrupt
stocks, so as to cause the least irritation, re-
port that in their opinion the most satisfactory
way to stay the evil of bankrupt stocks is by
the formation of business men's associations
in every county of Ontario, by which the said
association could buy 1n those bankrupt stocks
and dis of them to the best advantage.

The following was also enthusiastically car-
ried :

That the thanks of this association are here-
by tendered in the most cordial manner to Mr.
Knox, Mr. Bristol and Mr. Smith, President,
Vice-President and Secretary of the Associa-
tion, respectively, for their indefatigable
exertions in thus bringing together the first
general meeting of the merchants of this Pro-
vince with a view to forming an Association,
such as has just been organized, having for its
object the stimulating and advancing of the
general trade of this country on a sound finan-
cial basis, and for the able manner in which
they have discharged the duties devolving upon
them during this, the first, session of the
Association now satisfactorfly brought to a
close. |

SOME JAPANESE ITEMS.

Coming to farm products, says a Japanese
writer, Mr Takahashi, sweet potatoes are
abundant as a product of Japan, and they
retail at half a cent a pound. And the
seeds of the Japanese carrot as well as the
daikon, a kind of turnip, and a delicious
root, are recommended as worthy of trying in
Canadian soil. A feature of the garden
nursery over there is the growing of dwarf
plants, * or rather the process of bringing up
almost any kind of fruit and ornamental trees
in such a way that they will grow up to only
a very small size and some fantastic form,
and yet will bear fruits and flowers in all
their luxuriance. The effect of a queen-cherry
tree, about a foot or two in height, its branches
twisted into funny shapes, blooming lustily on
mantelpieces, is decidedly charming.” It is
said that these dwarfed plants are being
largely imported into Australian colonies. A
single plant of chrysanthemum bears two to
four hundred flowers of three %o four inches
in diameter.

Finally, with the eloquence of true feeling
and the directness of simple faith, Mr. Tak-
ahashi dwells upon the works 6f art of his
country. *“ Our lacquer works, china ‘and
porcelain wares, metal works, shippo or
cloisonne ornaments; carvings, embroideries.
and paintings, are all world-wide known and
admired. Our goods are often complained of
their being easily broken and otherwise in-
ferior in finish, but such an objection is a
mere matter of how much you have to pay for
them. When our manufacturers are wanted
to make goods at such a price that the final

best finish and skill to their productions.”’
“Dijstinction must be made between our ordi-

Japanese painting should not be judged by the

adopted to secure suitable legislation on the

matter.

. public were made aware of their real worth

It was thought best to leave this matter to | 3,14 merit.” True ours are not the relics of
be dealt with by the central association. a thousand years past, consecrated by the halo
following was also relegated to a committee: | ¢ ages; but they are the productions of the
Moved by Mr. O’Strosser, ‘Cultus, and sec- | art cultivated, moulded, and made perfect un-

onded by Mr. Moyer, Mildmay, That in the

opinion of this Convention the credit system | nasty—cultivated, not for the sake of money,

moderate prices. There should be a great deal
more in our higher works of art if only the

der the, Augustan age of the Tokugawa dy-

now prevalent in rural Ontario is at the root | but for the love of art, in the calm and patron

of most of the evils and irritations of legitimate | i

WITH THE BOWLING “
DISLEY, m*f

Through the instrumentality of e
that excellent and indefatigable Socretary 3
g{ the courtesy of the m

anchester Grocers' Bowling a:
of the Review had, on wedn.t’ a2

pleasure of attending one of those
picnics which have for & M

now been the happiness of the

club and the envy of other 4880Ciations
can be no question that the Bowling

becoming a powerful and im factor iy

the life of our local trade. 'lc

ing of last week, comprising mqm

fifty gentlemen, was a thoroughly :

tive and influential one, and an w
in

not but be struck by the thought thag,
club ever chose to turn its attention ~*
business, it might take a very masterfy]

of the situation. Not that we would

means continue to ooccupy its
tion 1n the trade, calling its mem P
seasonable times, from their every da oocupe.
tions, inviting their co-operation in

sport and friendly rivalry, and
good fellowship which is the Surest guarante
of happy and agreeable relations in bustnes
life.— Manchester G ruce_;:' Review,

hi

-The practice of ticketing with priess
is by no means gegﬂrul in the retail
trade, but many dealers find it d~'=
cacy, particalarly in the case of bargains or
drives, when unusually good value is offesd
for the money. When quality is the chi
merit of the article, placards laying sies
upon this point may be used to advantage.

placards of wrapping paper, which are fo
seen in some stores, do more harm than god.
~Merchants’ Review.

|

Commercial.

MONTREAL MARKETS.
MoxTreAL, August 28¢h, 1880,

Asues.—There is no increase of activity i
business in this line, receipts continue vy
meagre and sales correspondingly small. There
are in store about 480 barrels of pots. We
quote $3.65 to 3.70 for first pots;
$3.30; pearls about $4.90.
Boors, Suoes, axp Learuex.—Boot and shee
manufacturers here are still chary about
ing stock, though u;\){mrently generally
employed ; some considerable sales of sole have
been made to Quebec. Calfskins show ds
preciation ; green calfskins have been
cheap, and besides dongola hsa:‘md
to a considerable extent. Best of baff
are still scarce, also oiled pebb:.'.r
and common buff are going # 0
England pretty freely from Quebes, the
last Allan steamer taking 120 oM
We quote :—Spanish sole, B. A., No. k
20 to 22c.; do., No. 2, BiA., 17 fo 1%}
No. 1, ordinary Spanish, 19 to 20e.; No.
2 ditto, 16 to '17¢.; No. 1, China, 18 fo 1865
No. 1 slaughter, 23 to 24c.; No. 2 do. ﬂ w0
22¢. ; American oak sole, 39 to 430.3!“
oak sole, 40 to 45c.; waxed upper, light and
medium, 30 to 34c.; ditto, heavy, 24 %0 30c.
grained, 30 to 34c. ; Scotch grained, 33 to 376}
splits, large, 16 to 22¢c. ; do. small, 12 to 18¢;
calf-splits, 32 to 33c. ; ealfskins (35 to 461}
35 to 55c.; imitation French calfskins, 65 %
75c¢. ; russet sheepskin linings, 30 l‘gc‘oc.; har-
ness, 21 to 27c. ; buffed cow, 11 to 13¢.;
cow, 10 to 14e¢.; rough, 21 to 23¢.; l’ﬂ“‘“
bridle, 45 to 55¢c.
Cemexts, Firesricks, &c.—The w
continues good for cement, and prices A
steady. We quote $2.40 to '_'.T:';zfor rPl
as to lot ; firebricks still $20 to 25 per M.
Dry Goons.—It may be said thlt_‘ha"-..
very satisfactory degree of activity in this
at the moment. The cheap excursions
the Grand Trunk and Canadian P
ways arranged for by the Hoard.Of
have apparently been wel patronized. '
wholesale millinery stores, whose 5
were fixed for this week, are almost
overflowing, and the dry goods men are
feeling the benefit. The fine settled -

sing seclusion of the last three centuries.”

of the last week or ten days has also

but care should be taken that the ticket ¢
placard is neat and attractive. Cam‘ I

ﬂ
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(GROCERIES.-
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